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 — Vesperal Hymns of All Saints —

Celebrating our 50th Anniversary

Sunday Jun 11 1st Sndy aft Pentecost / Tone 8 / All Saints
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy  Benefit Dinner

Saturday Jun 17 Martyrs Manual & Ishmad of Persia
     5:30 pm Great Vespers 

Sunday Jun 18 2nd Sndy aft Pentecost / Tone 1 / All Saints of America
  Readings:  Rom 2:10-16 Matt 4:18-23
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Jun 4 
Attendance 135 
Operating $4,756.00
Maintenance  205.00
Icons 35.00
OCA Assessments 122.00
Charities 120.00
Joella 120.00
Uganda  145.00
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, June 15 at 6:30 pm. Reps from the Anniver-
sary Committee will offer a presentation to Council 
bringing them up to date on preparations.
SPECIAL THANKS
Our gratitude goes out to all who helped in any way 
with the Church School Picnic last Sunday. Thanks 
also to those who provided the Treat Bags. Seems like 
everyone had a great time.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn 
D’s dghtr), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Anna 
Como, Barb (Renda frnd), Nick Covelli, David Camp-
bell (Deb’s bro), Theresa, Bernice, (Maryann S’s frnds), 
the suffering Christians in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Bob & Evelyn Wick (6/13).
Birthdays: Anastasia Kisha, Collin Moore, Ashley 
DiMattia (6/11), Bob Wick (6/12), Jennifer Butterfield 
(6/13), Kristen Moore (6/14), Lea Hoffacker (6/16), 
Nichole Zadd (6/17). 

Newborns: Raphael (David & Maria).
Expecting: Peter & Caitlin, Stephen & Rebecca, Maxim 
& Mindy, Collin & Laiken, Patrick & Elizabeth.

The heroic martyrs wrestled with beasts and were torn 
by their claws. They were dismembered, slashed with 
swords and shot with arrows; they were consumed in 
the flames and pierced with lances. All this they endured 
willingly, for they foresaw their unfading crowns and 
the glory of Christ. Before Him they boldly pray for 
our souls!

Come, let us praise the heroes of our faith: Apostles, 
martyrs, holy priests and noble women. They fought 
for the faith in every part of the earth. Though born 
of earth, they were united with the heavenly hosts.  
Through their sufferings, they triumphed over evil by 
the grace of Christ. As unfading lights they illumine our 
hearts, and with boldness they pray for our souls!

Come, O believers, let us celebrate in song today, glo-
rifying the memory of all the saints: Hail, O glorious 
Apostles, prophets, martyrs and bishops! Hail, O com-
pany of all the just! Hail, O ranks of holy women! Pray 
that Christ will grant our souls great mercy!



Sunday of All Saints
The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All 
Saints, both those who are known to us, and those 
who are known only to God. There have been saints 
at all times, and they have come from every corner 
of the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, 
Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were 
perfected by the same Holy Spirit.

The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible 
for us to rise above our fallen state and to attain 
sainthood, thereby fulfilling God’s directive to “be 
holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). 
Therefore, it is fitting to commemorate All Saints on 
the first Sunday after Pentecost.

This feast may have originated at an early date, 
perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, then it was 
broadened to include all men and women who had 
borne witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even 
if they did not shed their blood for Him.

Saint Peter of Damascus, in his “Fourth Stage of 
Contemplation,” mentions five categories of saints: 
Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monas-
tic Saints (Philokalia [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He 
is actually quoting from the Octoechos, Tone 2 for 
Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology.

Saint Nikodēmos of the Holy Mountain (July 
14) adds the Righteous to Saint Peter’s five cat-
egories. The list of Saint Nikodēmos is found in his 
book The Fourteen Epistles of Saint Paul (Venice, 
1819, p. 384) in his discussion of I Corinthians 
12:28.

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also 
lists six categories: “Rejoice, assembly of the Apos-
tles, Prophets of the Lord, loyal choirs of the Mar-
tyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers, and the 
Righteous....”

Some of the saints are described as Confessors, 
a category which does not appear in the above 
lists. Since they are similar in spirit to the martyrs, 
they are regarded as belonging to the category of 
Martyrs. They were not put to death as the Martyrs 
were, but they boldly confessed Christ and came 
close to being executed for their faith. Saint Maxi-
mus the Confessor (January 21) is such a saint.

The order of these six types of saints seems to 
be based on their importance to the Church. The 
Apostles are listed first, because they were the first to 
spread the Gospel throughout the world.

The Martyrs come next because of their example 
of courage in professing their faith before the en-
emies and persecutors of the Church, which encour-
aged other Christians to remain faithful to Christ 
even unto death.

Although they come first chronologically, the 
Prophets are listed after the Apostles and Martyrs. 
This is because the Old Testament Prophets saw 
only the shadows of things to come, whereas the 
Apostles and Martyrs experienced them firsthand. 
The New Testament also takes precedence over the 
Old Testament.

The holy Hierarchs comprise the fourth category. 
They are the leaders of their flocks, teaching them 
by their word and their example.

The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew 
from this world to live in monasteries, or in seclu-
sion. They did not do this out of hatred for the 
world, but in order to devote themselves to unceas-
ing prayer, and to do battle against the power of the 
demons. Although some people erroneously believe 
that monks and nuns are useless and unproductive, 
Saint John Climacus had a high regard for them: 
“Angels are a light for monks, and the monastic life 
is a light for all men” (LADDER, Step 26:31).

The last category, the Righteous, are those who 
attained holiness of life while living “in the world.” 
Examples include Abraham and his wife Sarah, 
Job, Saints Joachim and Anna, Saint Joseph the Be-
trothed, Saint Juliana of Lazarevo, and others.

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence 
in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine 
Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the 
Holy Empress Theophano (December 16) lived in 
the world, but was not attached to worldly things. 
She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was 
generous to the monasteries. She was a true mother 
to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and 
consoling the sorrowful.

Even before the death of Saint Theophano in 
893 or 894, her husband started to build a church, 
intending to dedicate it to Theophano, but she 
forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who de-
creed that the Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated 
to All Saints. Believing that his wife was one of the 
righteous, he knew that she would also be honored 
whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated.


