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Sunday Dec 17 28th Sndy aft Pentecost / Tone 3 / The Holy Forefathers
9:00 am Church School (Christmas Break 12/24-31)
10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Baptisms  Coffee Hour
Tuesday Dec 19 Ist Day of the Prefeast
Christmas Holt Week 6:30 pm Vespers Confession
Wednesday Dec 20 2nd Day of the Prefeast
6:30 pm Vespers Confession
Thursday Dec 21 3rd Day of the Prefeast
6:30 pm Vespers Confession
Friday Dec 22 4th Day of the Prefeast
6:30 pm Vespers Confession
Saturday Dec 23 Saturday before the Nativity / 5th Day of the Prefeast
4:00 pm Confession
5:30 pm Vespers Confession
Sunday Dec 24 29th Sndy aft Pentecost / Tone 4 / The Ancestors of the Lord
Fast Day Readings: Heb 11:9-10, 17-23,32-40  att 1:1-25
10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
Eve of the Nativity 6:30 pm Vigil of the Nativity Carols

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Dec 10

PRAYERCORNER +++++++++++++++++++

Attendance 158 | Perry (Capitan), Julian, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn
Operating 3,107.00 | D’s dghtr), Paris Santone (Debbie Covelli’s nephew),
OCA 8.00 | Anna Como, Barb, Cathy Ubancic, Emily Finazzo,
Maiqte;nance 160.00 | (Renda frnds), David Campbell (Deb’s bro), Patrick
Charities 55.00 | L eahy (Dave K’s bro-in-law), Rick Wagner (Merrick &
Flowers 126.00 | pig's grandpa), the suffering Christians in Ukraine, the
Uganda 75.00 | Middle East and in Israel & Palestine.

Other 15.00

NEWLY ILLUMINED

We welcome Aaron Ogden & Katy Lessick who re-
ceived Holy Illumination today. May God plant them
firmly in His Vineyard and bless and keep them for

many years.

LAST CONFESSIONS

Birthdays: Joe bagley, Lea Majer (12/17), Viktor Povo-
zhaev (12/22), Cindy Renda, Collin Rausch (12/23).

Expecting: Greg & Grace Walker, Jairus & Riley, Weston
& Rachel, Joseph & Venessa.

Newborns: Esther (Stephen & Rebecca), Henry Jude
(Peter & Caitlin).

This week will be the last opportunity to offer your
Confession with Fr Andrew. Once Fr Mark arrives, he
will be hearing all Confessions.

Newly Departed: Paris Santone, Debbie Covelli’s neph-
ew, 11/25).

I Happy 50th Anniversary

9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road * Mentor, Ohio 44060 ¢ 440-946-9571 e fandrew @saintnicholas-oca.org ® saintnicholas-oca.org



Joytul Worship

Apostolic excitement

No one could possibly call the experience of Jesus Christ
and His followers dull. You don’t have to believe in Him to
agree that Jesus Christ is one of the most interesting per-
sons who ever lived. There’s nothing dull or gray or tepid
about Him, whether one finds Him quelling a riot or heal-
ing a cripple or raising a corpse or calming a storm or, for
that matter, preaching a sermon. They didn’t nod off when
Jesus of Nazareth preached and taught.

The early Church, too, could hardly be described as
dull. Read the Acts of the Apostles. Here was a community
throbbing with life—thrilling, energetic, dynamic. It was
feared—hated even—but never ignored. The early Chris-
tians had their problems, of course, but they were the result
of a living, lively, growing community.

What’s gone wrong?

The early Church had “favor with all the people” (Acts
2:47). Christians were held in high honor, even by those
who dared not join their ranks (Acts 5:13). The Church’s
image was that of a revolutionary, dynamic body, led by
individuals who were described by their opponents as hav-
ing “turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). There
aren’t many places today where the Church is regarded in
this way. The New Testament picture contrasts vividly with
the academic, nominal, “respectable” and often quaint,
old-world religion practiced by many. But where Christians
really take God at His word, really put their faith in Christ,
really understand that the Church has something exciting
to offer, and really see the life of the Christian commu-
nity as something to participate in rather than to associate
with, something like the picture in Acts emerges. No, there
doesn’t have to be anything dull about the Church. The
Holy Spirit is the Life-Giver. Jesus Christ came to give to
those who received Him life in all its fullness ( John 10:10).
The Church, as the “Body of Christ,” shares this life and
joy through worship, fellowship, discipleship, steward-ship,
and the loving relationship God shares with us. When
God’s People take these things seriously and remain open
to Christ in the Holy Spirit, the Church’s only problems

will be enthusiasm, exuberance, and excitement.

What's the Answer?

We need to reject mere “religion” and accept the Church
for what it in fact is, to look beyond the external trappings
and go for the heart of the matter, to see our worship and
Tradition not as a repository of quaint yet meaningless ritu-
als, but rather as expressions of the loving, joyful relation-

ship between God and His People. To have icons or incense
without the inward experience and reality of Christ’s pres-
ence in our lives is to have all the dullness, boredom and
frustration of a party with no guest. The Church needn’t
be dull. The Church isn’t, in fact, dull. But discovering the
excitement in our faith requires a return to the very essence
of the Church as it really is, to a vision of the Church as
the very presence of God in our lives. Dullness comes when
the Christian challenge is blunted, when “maintaining
the status quo” is the main goal, when no one is shocked
or upset. But joyfully proclaiming those things that Jesus
Christ Himself proclaimed can put an end to a merely
formal, external boredom. No doubt this may be extreme,
emotional, and profoundly disturbing for some, but it is,
after all, Christ’s message! And this can never be dull.

Scriptural passages on the Church
Matthew 22:2-14
Luke 14:16-24
Acts 2:44-47:20:28
1 Corinthians 4:17, 14:12
Ephesians 4:11-16; 5:23
Colossians 1:18
1 Peter 2:9, 10

For prayer and reflection

+ Read the Acts of the Apostles for a first hand glimpse
into the life of the early Christian community

+ What is the true nature of the Church? How do the
externals express our internal beliefs? How do the externals
sometimes overshadow those things which are essential to
our faith?

+ What is the Christian challenge? How can we con-
tinue the ministry of Christ in this world as individuals or
as members of the Christian community?

+ Look at your own life and your parish. Is it dull or
boring? Why? What can you do to strengthen or enliven
it? Whether we like to admit it or not, the Church can be
dull. For those who define the Church as an “institution”
rather than a joyful gathering of God’s People who share
their love for God and one another, the Church is indeed
dull. Anyone who defines the Liturgy as an endless ritual
performance by the priest and choir, with little or no par-
ticipation on the part of the congregation is bound to think
the Church is dull. And those who claim that Christianity
has no obvious relationship to everyday life in the “real”
world will surely find the Church to be a dull handover of
tarnished golden ages.
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