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Sunday
Sept 18
14th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 5 / Afterfeast of the Cross
		 9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Saturday
Sept 24
New Martyrs of Alaska
		
5:30 pm
Great Vespers
Confession
Sunday
Sept 25
15th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 6 / Afterfeast of the Cross
		Readings:
2 Cor 1:21-2:4
Matt 22:1-14
		 9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Sept 11

Attendance
Operating
OCA Assessments
Icons
Maintenance
Charities
Uganda
WEDDING BANNS

145
$4,807.00
25.00
475.00
75.00
22.00
80.00

Rebecca McDaniel & Stephen Hoffacker, Sunday,
October 2 at 2:30 pm.
IN OUR PRAYERS

Please keep Peter Georges in your prayers this week
as he prepares to leave on the 23rd for Uganda. Peter
will be back home for Christmas.
SEMINARIAN COLLECTION

Next Sunday, please include a contribution to support
our Diocesan Seminarians.
BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE

Thanks to all who donated or helped out. 34 pints were
donated; our all time high.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella,
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Francis James (Anna D’s
frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Kristin &
Cameron Robinson, Anna Como, Evelyn Kontra (Renda frnds), Nick Covelli, Jan Ursinyi, Jan & Tonya (Ruth
Bede’s sis & frnd), suffering Christians in Ukraine and
the Middle East.

Anniversaries: Ron & Gloria Sieloff (9/19).

Birthdays: Elaine Kisha (9/18), Mary Valko, Maureen
Medakovich, Jenny Cunningham (9/19), Suzanne Gubser
(9/21), Marcus Covelli (9/22), Gloria Sieloff, Ted Tollefsen (9/23).
Expecting: Mitch & Winnie, Brian & Katya, Jairus &
Riley, Doug & Allysa, Jeffrey & Michelle.
Newly Illumined: Sophia & Maria Lepointe.
Newly United: Rachel & Weston.

Newborns: Vasili (Joseph & Venessa).

Expecting: Brian & Katya, Jairus & Riley, Doug & Allysa, Jeffrey & Michelle.
Departed: Queen Elizabeth II (9/8), Metropolitan Herman (9/6), Ivana Kucmanic (9/5, David’s gram), Metropolitan Kallistos Ware (8/24), Patty Horabik (8/11,
Jim’s sis-n-law).
The exalted Cross calls all of creation to praise the pure
Passion; the passion of Christ who was exalted on it. On
the Cross He killed the one who had killed us. Christ
has brought us back to life. He has adorned us, making
us worthy to live in the heavens. We rejoice and exalt
His name and magnify His condescension!

— Vesperal Hymn for the Cross —
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The Tree Heals the Tree
by Fr Stephen Freeman

Readers of the New Testament are familiar
with St. Paul’s description of Christ as the
“Second Adam.” It is an example of the frequent Apostolic use of an allegoric reading of
the Old Testament (I am using “allegory” in
its broadest sense – including typology and
other forms). Christ Himself had stated that
He was the meaning of the Old Testament
(John 5:39). Within the Gospels Christ identifies His own death and resurrection with the
Prophet Jonah’s journey in the belly of the fish.
He likens His crucifixion to the serpent raised
on a staff by which Moses healed the people of
Israel. Without the allegorical use of the Old
Testament – much of the material in the gospels and the rest of the New Testament would
be unintelligible.
Orthodox Christians are very accustomed to
this manner of handling Scripture – the hymnography (largely written during the Patristic
period) of the Church’s liturgical life is utterly
permeated by such a use of allegory. The connections between New Testament and Old –
between dogma and the allegory of Scriptural
imagery is found in almost every verse offered
within a service. Those who are not familiar
with the Eastern liturgical life are unaware of
this rich Christian heritage and of its deep doctrinal piety and significance.
In the Feast of the Holy Cross, the hymnography at one point makes the statement, “The
Tree heals the Tree.” It is one of the marvelous
commentaries on the life of grace and its relationship to the human predicament. It refers
to the relationship between the Cross of Christ

and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and
Evil. The latter was the source of the fruit that
Adam and Eve consumed that was the source
of their fall from grace. The “Tree that heals” is
none other than the Cross of Christ.
I am struck particularly by this treatment
of Biblical imagery. The meditation does not
say that the Cross destroys the tree whose fruit,
along with our disobedience, brought the human tragedy. The Tree heals the Tree. In the
same manner, the Kingdom of God does not
destroy creation – it makes it whole.
There is a tendency within our lives to view
failure and disasters (whether self-inflicted or
otherwise) as deep tragedies that derail our
lives and the world around us. Our heart becomes confused when the thought of “if only”
takes up residence. But the Tree heals the Tree.
In God, nothing is wasted.
It is the spiritual habit of the Church’s
liturgical life to see the story of Christ in everything. Every story involving wood or a tree
seems to find its way into the hymnography of
the Cross. The same is true for many other images. I believe this way of reading Scripture is
also a key to the Christian life. Our hearts are
such that they generally do not see the Kingdom of God – we see only the tree and our disobedience. But Christ Himself became sin that
we might become the righteousness of God (2
Cor. 5:21). He took our life upon Himself that
He might bestow His own life upon us. Thus
Christ has entered all things that He might
make all things new. Nothing is wasted.

Sept 25 is Support a Seminarian Sunday

