
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road • Mentor, Ohio 44060 • 440-946-9571 • fandrew@saintnicholas-oca.org • saintnicholas-oca.org

Weekly Bulletin
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church

A Community of the Orthodox Church in America
Witnessing to the Apostolic Faith in Lake County for over 45 Years

Father Andrew Clements, Pastor

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Jul 17 
Attendance 135
Operating $3,258.00
OCA Assessments 20.00
Maintenance 85.00
Charities 205.00
Uganda 130.00
Icons 10.00
MANY YEARS, O MASTER
Please keep our new Bishop, Daniel, in your prayers as 
he begins his new ministry as Bishop of Chicago and 
the Midwest. Hoping to publish his Bio soon so that we 
can get to know him better.
EVERYONE IS INVITED
To the Vacation Bible School Liturgy on Friday, July 29 
at 9:30 am. The children will sing selected pieces.
NEW CONTACT INFO
Dolores Heim • 14802 N State St • Middlefield, OH 
44062 • 440-655-7250 • doloressheim@gmail.com
ON THE VENERATION OF THE CHALICE
We recall that during Covid, certain protocalls were 
implemented to avoid oral transfer of the virus. Among 
these were avoiding the veneartion of Icons, the Cross 
and the Chalice. At that time, Fr A stopped offering the 
Chalice for veneration and has maintained the practice. 
His reasoning is simple. This is a Russian practice, not 
done among the other ethnic churches, and it offered 
an opportunity to ‘not make it mandatory.’ However, 
anyone wishing to venerate the Chalice is encouraged 
to lean in and do so.
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Sunday Jul 24 6th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 5 / Martyrs and Passionbearers, Boris & Gleb
   9:30 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour 
Friday Jul 29 Martyr Callinicus
   9:30 am Divine Liturgy / Some Hymns will be sung by the Kids 
Saturday Jul 30 Apostles Silas & Silvanus of the Seventy
   5:30 pm Great Vesers Confession   
Sunday Jul 31 7th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 6 / Righteous Eudocimus of Cappadocia
  Readings: Rom 15:1-7 Matt 9:27-35
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour 

Continued

by Fr Steven Freeman

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Francis James (Anna D’s 
frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Kristin & 
Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Ron Moore (Collins’s 
dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frnd), Joe Blackburn, Anna 
Como (Renda frnds), Nick Covelli, suffering Christians 
in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Jim & Cindy Renda (7/25).
Birthdays: Kathy Galgoczy (7/24) Jim Schlotzer 
(7/26), Jim Capitan, Mellisa Tintor (7/27), Chris Schro-
eder (7/28).
Expecting: Jairus & Riley, Doug & Allysa, Jeffery & 
Michelle.
Newborns: Maria (Patrick & Katherine).
Newly Illumined: Seraphina.
Newly Departed: Kathy Bilowus (Simerick 6/24), 
Robert Busch (6/20).

Abraham, the Righteous, and the 
Prayers of Our Holy Fathers

Many services of the Church conclude with this prayer: 
“Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and save us!” Since we ourselves 
are praying directly to Christ, why do we invoke the 
prayers of others? Are our prayers so weak, or is His mercy 



so hard to come by? Like so much else in the Church, the 
answer reveals an even greater mystery.

In Genesis 18, we are told about God’s visit with Abra-
ham beneath the Oak of Mamre. The short passage is 
filled with mysteries and has drawn the attention of the 
Church for centuries. God has determined to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah if their wickedness turns out to be 
as reported. Abraham, however, poses an interesting ques-
tion in his intercession for the cities. Will God destroy the 
righteous with the wicked? What if there are 50 righteous 
persons in the city? Would God spare the cities for the 
sake of the 50?

God responds that He will spare the cities for the sake 
of 50 righteous. Abraham’s intercession continues with 
extended “bargaining.” It concludes with the “concession” 
that a mere 10 righteous would be enough for which to 
spare the cities. Of course, it turns out that there are only 
8 righteous, and the cities are destroyed, though the 8 
souls are evacuated (Lot and his extended family).

It is, however, a principle of note that is revealed: the 
presence of the righteous preserves the lives of the un-
righteous. They are salt and light. As St. James says, “The 
fervent prayer of the righteous avails much.” (5:16)

The presence of but 10 righteous ones would have saved 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, symbols of the great-
est wickedness throughout time. Even more than that 
were the prayers of Abraham. For the period of time in 
which he stood before the face of the Lord and argued, the 
wicked cities were spared. He “delayed” the hand of God.

This sense of things has largely been lost in our pres-
ent world. We have nurtured a secular mentality among 
ourselves and have come to see the presence of Christians 
in secular terms. We number ourselves among the vari-
ous “interest groups.” We imagine that if we stand with 
a united voice, a united vote, and united wealth, we will 
have some measure of impact on the decisions of the 
mighty (who are, decidedly, not gods). The very sad con-
clusions of secularism are that this world is self-governing, 
self-existing, and self-determining. It is a line of thought 
that actually has no need of God.

The rise of secularism as a dominant cultural belief car-
ries with it the rise of “morality” as an engine of power. 
The “moral” social movements that have marked the 
modern history of Christianity in the West (Puritan-
ism, abolition, feminism, prohibition, as well as modern 
wokism, and others) are all examples of Christianity as a 
secularized, “moral” power. The fact that these movements 
have often had as much non-Christian participation as 
Christian points to the secular nature of their existence. 
As movements, they work just as well whether Christians 
join them or not. Secularism prepares the world for the 

disappearance of Christianity.
Several years back, speaking at a conference in Seattle, 

I described that city as “among the most moral places in 
the nation.” Whole areas of that city have been shut down, 
from time to time, in the name of various moral causes. 
Boston, during the Puritan era, was less moral. Unsurpris-
ingly, NPR, a few years back, did an article saying, “Don’t 
believe in God? Move to Seattle.” It does not make it less 
moral. Indeed, it might make it moreso.

I apologize to my friends in Seattle – I could have used 
other cities as examples. It’s not just Seattle.

Christ taught that the Church is “salt” and “light.” For 
many, this is a commandment that propels us into the 
moral battles of every place and time. Christ noted that if 
salt that has lost its “saltiness,” it is only fit to be thrown 
away. He could equally have said that meat that has be-
come “all salt” is inedible.

The imagery of salt is not one that suggests the con-
version of the world to all salt. Nor is the image of light 
generally one that suggests that all will become light. Both 
images suggest the nature of a righteous and holy presence 
in the world. Abraham beneath the Oaks of Mamre is the 
image of faith – not a vast army riding to crush its enemies 
and enthrone Abraham as the father of us all.

The single most important actions in the life of this 
world, on any given day, are found in the various places 
where the people of God have gathered and the Divine 
Liturgy is being offered “on behalf of all and for all.” Our 
modern sensibilities have oftentimes reduced the Liturgy 
to a “filling station,” providing us with energy and inspi-
ration so that we can go out into the world and do “our 
real work.” These are two competing visions – and the 
first one – the ancient one – is increasingly ignored in its 
proper role.

If we understood the true nature of prayer – our com-
munion with God – we would find every possible occa-
sion to pray. When we enter into prayer in the presence of 
God, we take our place among the righteous. We become 
God’s salt and God’s light.

It was said in one of the early centuries of the Church 
that there were three righteous men through whose prayers 
God sustained the world in existence. We know for a 
fact, that the existence of Sodom and Gomorrah once 
depended for a time on the prayers of Abraham. I have a 
deep confidence that there are at least three who fulfill that 
role at this time. Every time we stand in prayer, we take 
our places beside them. There, we become salt and light, 
no matter the politics and moralities of this world.

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and save us!


