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8th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 7/ Pentecost —The descent of the Holy Spirit
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy / Kneeling Prayers / Church School Picnic
Martyr Leontius and his companions
5:30 pm
Great Vespers

Sunday
Jun 19
1st Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8/ All Saints
		Readings:
Heb 11:33-12:2
Matt 10:32-33,37-38; 19:27-30
		 9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / June 12

Attendance
Operating
OCA Assessments
Maintenance
Charities
Uganda
IOCC
Icons
OUR GRADUATES

121
$2,785.00
32.00
150.00
275.00
85.00
5.00
40.00

We congratulate our High School Grads: Emma Moore,
graduating from West Geauga, and Charlotte Kurts from
Chardon. Our College Grads: Isabelle LeMaster from
Johnson & Wales U and Tess Lannon from West Virginia U. May the Lord bless them as they begin a new
chapter in their lives.
SPECIAL THANKS

Thanks to all of our church school teachers for the hours
of prepartion of lessons and the love and devotion they
share with the precious children of our parish. Many
years for your faithful ministry.
COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 pm.
YOU’RE INVITED

Please join us to celebrate Emma’s High School graduation, and continuing academic career at The Ohio State
University. We look forward to seeing you at our home
(11951 Sandgate Dr in Chesterland) on Sunday, June 26
from 2-10 pm! The Moores.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella,

Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Francis James (Anna D’s
frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Kristin &
Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Ron Moore (Collins’s
dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frnd)bnd, Joe Blackburn,
Anna Como (Renda frnds), Nick Covelli, Victims and
suffering ones in Texas, suffering Christians in Ukraine
and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Bob & Evelyn Wick (6/13), Collin &
Kristen Moore (6/18).
Birthdays: Bob Wick (6/12), Jennifer Buttrefield
(6/13), Kristen Moore, (6/14), Lea Hoffacker (6/16),
Nichole Zadd (6/17).
Newborns: Maria (Patrick & Katherine), Brianna (Ray
& Andrea).
Newly Illumined: Seraphina.
Newly Departed: Matushka Genevieve Glagolev
O Lord, when You sent down Your Spirit upon the apos-

tles, the Hebrew children were amazed, for they heard

the apostles speak in foreign tongues, according to that
which the Spirit bestowed. Although the apostles were

unlearned they were filled with wisdom, and brought
the Gentiles to the faith by speaking of things divine!
Therefore we cry unto You: O Lord who appeared on
earth and saved us from error, glory to You!

— Vesperal Hymn for Pentecost —
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A Difficult Beauty
by Fr Stephen Freeman

It seems to me that bad things come easily. Whether it is ugliness, anger, or every kind of darkness, we not only see
such things, but seem “bound” to see them. Why are we “hard-wired” for such observations?
The answer is really quite simple: we are hard-wired to see things that are potentially dangerous, and for obvious
reasons. When my son was in his early years, his complete joy and wonder at things made him a “live-wire.” If you
were the parent in charge of his safety, you had to keep your eye on him every moment. In that process, we developed some short-hand shouts to wake him up and alert him to danger. The most common one that I remember was,
“Bad road!” The shout would stop him in his tracks. We were doing for him what his own brain was learning to do
rather slowly.
In the depths of the human brain, there resides an area geared for danger. Properly known as the “Limbic Cortex,” it is nicknamed the “Lizard Brain” by many, in that it is pretty much all the brain that a lizard has. Its task is
primitive and simple: it is in charge of “fight, flight, feeding, fear, freezing up, and fornication” (at least that’s how
it’s tagged in one popular description). If you think about the things that provoke fight, flight, fear, etc., they consist
mostly of danger. With no warnings of danger, our survival in this world would likely be quite short.
Another aspect of danger is that it is often less than beautiful – and therein lies a problem. We are necessarily
hard-wired for danger. Our brain doesn’t ask us whether we want to notice bad things. It does the noticing and tells
us about them, whether we want to know it or not.
Beauty, on the other hand, requires more intentionality and effort – you have to want it.
In Biblical terms, we can say that when it comes to beauty – you have to ask, to seek, and to knock. The recognition of beauty and its place in our life requires action. We cannot passively wait for beauty to seek us out.
Our hard-wiring also explains why the world of messaging that permeates our day is generally negative. As messaging goes, fight, flight, and fear are more effective. A warning gets our attention whether we want it or not. Even
what passes for beauty in our messaging is often rooted in the lizard brain’s penchant for sex.
We have an elderly cat in our home. The better part of her day is spent sleeping. Nonetheless, there is one irresistible thing in her life (at present, not even food moves her very much). What she finds enthralling is movement. If
the sunlight reflects off my watch, casting a small bit of light on the wall, she can become quite active, following its
every movement (same thing can be achieved with a laser pointer). She’s hardwired to chase it. I’ve often imagined
that cat advertisers would put their messaging into laser dots and run them past their intended audience. That’s pretty much how human advertising works – but our laser dots are fight, flight, fear, and sex.
It’s easy to be overwhelmed by the danger signals, amplified and multiplied by a greedy media. Even apart from
the media, the day can be dominated by our remembered and imagined fears. Darkness refuses to go unnoticed.
Those who manufacture the buzz that hovers in our minds prefer us as lizards. We are, after all, nothing to them
apart from our actions as consumers. Lizards are the most manageable form for consumers: there is no reasoning, no
irony, no heroics or self-denial. It is life in a sub-human form. It is not hard for the media managers to maintain the
negative buzz of our minds. It is the default position of a significant portion of the brain.
However, we are human beings, not lizards. The hymns of the Church affectionately dub us “rational sheep”
(which is a negation of the notion of sheep as passive followers and victims). Nonetheless, our “rationality” (the ability to be more than a lizard) requires intentionality and effort. We are invited to become those-who-act. If we are to
be “like God,” we must live intentionally: ask, seek, knock.
Beauty surrounds us and awaits our attention. However, attending to beauty is difficult. It calls to something possible within us: possible, but not automatic. And so, the priest in the Liturgy bids us to “lift up your hearts.” It is a
phrase that echoes St. Paul’s admonition, “Set your affections on things above, not on things of the earth.” We do
not have a “lizard brain” for the beautiful. We have the heart, and its attention can be directed and nurtured. Learning to “dwell in the heart” also requires us to learn how to “turn down” the noise of the lizard within. My experience
through the years is that both (the noetic awareness of the heart and the lizard awareness of the dark and dangerous)
grow and increase with feeding. I note, as well, that most of us are starved for beauty.
In the words of St. Paul:
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things
are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” (Phil. 4:8)

