Weekly Bulletin
St. Nicholas Orthodox Church
A Community of the Orthodox Church in America

Witnessing to the Apostolic Faith in Lake County for over 45 Years

Father Andrew Clements, Pastor
Volume 36

2022

Number 14

Sunday
Apr 3
4th Sunday of Lent / Tone 8 / St Jon Climacus
		 9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Wednesday Apr 6
5th Wednesday of Lent
		
4:00 pm
Confession
		
6:30 pm
Presanctified Liturgy
Friday
Apr 8
5th Friday of Lent
		
6:30 pm
Akathist to the Mother of God / Anointng Confession
Saturday
Apr 9
5th Saturday of Lent / Saturday of the Akathist
		
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy / Baking Lazarus Bread
		
4:00 pm
Confession / Investiture Prayers
		
5:30 pm
Great Vespers
Confession
Sunday
Apr 10
4th Sunday of Lent / Tone 8 / St Jon Climacus
		Readings:
Eph 5:9-19
Matt 4:25-5:12
		
9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
		
5:00 pm
Service of Holy Unction - St Nick’s, Mogadore
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Mar 27

Attendance
Operating
OCA Assessments
Maintenance
Icons
Charities
Alms
Uganda
Ukraine
Cleveland Deanery
Food Sale
Flowers

ADULT CATECHUMEN CLASS

145
$1,924.00
1,472.00
907.00
15.00
25.00
215.00
80.00
100.00
160.00
315.00
55.00

Class will meet Tuesday, April 5 at 6:30 pm to continue
our study of the Anaphora of St Basil the Great.
YOUTH GROUP

Novice Oblate of St. Benedict under the guidance of the
Benedictine Brotherhood of the Monastery of Our Lady
and St. Laurence, a Western-rite Orthodox monastery in
Colorado.
Oblates of St. Benedict (from the Latin oblatus – an
offering) are Christians who have discerned a call from
God to embrace formation in the Benedictine monastic
tradition, while continuing to live out their vocation
in the world. This formal and permanent self-offering
is made manifest through spiritual communion with a
specific Benedictine monastic community. Oblates vow
a stability of heart, and ongoing conversion in the spirit
of the Holy Rule, and obedience to the will of God,
with the desire that in all things God may be glorified.
“Prefer nothing whatsoever to Christ Himself, ” Rule of
St. Benedict of Nursia +543AD.

Following Liturgy next Saturday, the group will meet
to bake Lazarus Bread. Afterwards, other activities will
take place. Please bring a bag Lunch.

VIGIL AT THE TOMB OF CHRIST

Preceding Great Vespers next week, April 9, Scott Carlson will receive the Rite of Reception & Investiture as a

CONFESSION NOTE

SPECIAL INVESTITURE

The Sign-Up is posted in the foyer. Please note that the
readings will be done from our Psalter so there is continuity from reader to reader.
Confession is in order for everyone during Great
Lent. Please note the special times scheduled for

9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road • Mentor, Ohio 44060 • 440-946-9571 • fandrew@saintnicholas-oca.org • saintnicholas-oca.org

Confession and approach in a timely manner.

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella,
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Tim Price, Francis James
(Anna D’s frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew),
Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Ron Moore
(Collins’s dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frnd, Ken Walker,
Joe Blackburn, Anna Como (Renda frnds), Archbishop
Paul, Pauline Demansky, suffering Christians in

Ukraine and the Middle East.
Birthdays: Lucia Bagley (4/4).
Newborns: Brooks (Andrew & Abigail), Natalie (Mario & Beth).
Infant: Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Jeffrey & Michelle, Patrick & Katherine,
Ray & Andrea, Tyler & Alieya

St John Climacus

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to Saint John Klimakos, the author of The Ladder
of Divine Ascent. In this book the Igoumen of Saint Katherine’s Monastery on Mount Sinai
bears witness to the great effort which is required for entry into God’s Kingdom (Matthew
10:12). The spiritual struggle of the Christian life is difficult since it is “not against flesh and
blood, but against ... the rulers of the present darkness ... the hosts of wickedness in heavenly
places ...” (Ephesians 6:12). Saint John encourages the faithful in their efforts for, as the Lord
has said, only “he who endures to the end will be saved” (Matthew 24:13).
Saint John was born around the year 525, the son of devout and wealthy parents. He
received a very good education, but at the age of sixteen, he forsook the world and went to
Mount Sinai, subjecting himself to the spiritual guidance of Elder Martyrios. When he was
nineteen years of age,1 his Elder reposed. Then Saint John entered the arena of hesychasm,
visiting the monastic communities of Sketē and Tabénnisē in Egypt. For another forty years,
he lived in a cell at Thora in the Sinai Desert, which was a two hour (5 mile) walk from the
Monastery of Saint Katherine.
Aflame with indescribable longing for God, he ate everything that was permitted by the
monastic Rule, but only in very small quantities, and not unto satiety. By so doing, he overcame the vice of pride; and by eating just a little food, he humbled the stomach, which always wants more. He raised his body from death and paralysis by the remembrance of death,
and he overcame the tyranny of anger with the sword of obedience.
Who can describe the fountain of his tears, which is now to be seen in very few individuals? He slept only as much as was necessary to prevent his mind from being distracted. Before
going to sleep he prayed a great deal, and he also wrote books. This was how he subdued despondency. His entire life was spent in unceasing prayer, and incomparable love for God.
After writing The Ladder at the request of Igoumen John of Raithu Monastery, and leading a God-pleasing life, Saint John fell asleep in the Lord when he was about seventy-five
years old (ca. 603). He is also commemorated on March 30.

