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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Apr 3
Attendance 145
Operating $4,926.00
OCA Assessments 289.00
Maintenance 138.00
Icons 70.00
Charities 120.00
Alms 460.00
Uganda 155.00
IOCC 60.00
Cleveland Deanery 70.00
Flowers 100.00
ADULT CATECHUMEN CLASS
Class will meet Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30 pm to con-
tinue our study of the Anaphora of St Basil the Great.
VIGIL AT THE TOMB OF CHRIST
The Sign-Up is posted in the foyer. Please note that the 
readings will be done from our Psalter so there is con-
tinuity from reader to reader.
CONFESSION NOTE
Confession is in order for everyone during Great 
Lent. Please  note  the  special  times  scheduled  for  

Volume 36                                                                            2022                                                                          Number 15

Sunday Apr 10 5th Sunday of Lent / Tone 1 / St Mary of Egypt
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
    5:00 pm Service of Holy Unction - St Nick’s, Mogadore
Wednesday Apr 13 6th Wednesday of Lent
    4:00 pm Confession
    6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Friday Apr 15 6th Friday of Lent
    6:30 pm Vsprs of Lazarus / 1st Cnfsns / Cnfsns of Ctchmns / Confession
Saturday Apr 16 6th Saturday of Lent / Lazarus Saturday
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy / Chrismations / Brunch
    4:00 pm Confession
    5:30 pm Great Vespers Last Day for Confession    
Sunday Apr 17 Palm Sunday / Tone 2 / Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalm
  Readings: Phil 4:4-9 John 12:1-18
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
Beginning of Holy Week   5:30 pm Bridegroom Matins

Confession and approach in a timely manner. The last 
day for Confession is after Vespers on April 16.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Tim Price, Francis James 
(Anna D’s frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), 
Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Ron Moore 
(Collins’s dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frnd, Ken Walker, 
Joe Blackburn, Anna Como (Renda frnds), Archbishop 
Paul, Pauline Demansky, suffering Christians in Ukraine 
and the Middle East.
Birthdays: Leonard Heim IV, Ben Sherman (4/10), 
Anastasia Kingsbury (4/14), Robyn Lannon, Michael 
DiMattia (4/16).
Newborns: Brooks (Andrew & Abigail),  Natalie (Ma-
rio & Beth).
Infant: Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Jeffrey & Michelle, Patrick & Katherine, 
Ray & Andrea, Tyler & Alieya



St Mary of Egypt
Our venerable mother Mary of Egypt was a desert ascetic who repented of a life of prostitution. She lived during the 
sixth century, and passed away in a remarkable manner in 522. The Church celebrates her feast day on the day of her 
repose, April 1; additionally, she is commemorated on the Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt, the fifth Sunday in Great 
Lent.

She began her life as a young woman who followed the passions of the body, running away from her parents at 
age twelve for Alexandria. There she lived as a harlot for seventeen years, refusing money from the men that she 
copulated with, instead living by begging and spinning flax.

One day, however, she met a group of young men heading toward the sea to sail to Jerusalem for the veneration 
of the Holy Cross. Mary went along for the ride, seducing the men as they traveled for the fun of it. But when the 
group reached Jerusalem and actually went towards the church, Mary was prohibited from entering by an unseen 
force. After three such attempts, she remained outside on the church patio, where she looked up and saw an icon of 
the Theotokos. She began to weep and prayed with all her might that the Theotokos might allow her to see the True 
Cross; afterwards, she promised, she would renounce her worldly desires and go wherever the Theotokos may lead 
her.

After this heart-felt conversion at the doors of the church, she fled into the desert to live as an ascetic. She sur-
vived for years on only three loaves of bread and thereafter on scarce herbs of the land. For another seventeen years, 
Mary was tormented by “wild beasts—mad desires and passions.” After these years of temptation, however, she over-
came the passions and was led by the Theotokos in all things.

Following 47 years in solitude, she met the priest St. Zosima in the desert, who pleaded with her to tell him of 
her life. She recounted her story with great humility while also demonstrating her gift of clairvoyance; she knew who 
Zosima was and his life story despite never having met him before. Finally, she asked Zosima to meet her again the 
following year at sunset on Holy Thursday by the banks of the Jordan.

Zosima did exactly this, though he began to doubt his experience as the sun began to go that night. Then Mary 
appeared on the opposite side of the Jordan; crossing herself, she miraculously walked across the water and met Zo-
sima. When he attempted to bow, she rebuked him, saying that as a priest he was far superior, and furthermore, he 
was holding the Holy Mysteries. Mary then received communion and walked back across the Jordan after giving 
Zosima instructions about his monastery and that he should return to where they first met exactly a year later. When 
he did so, he found Mary’s body with a message written on the sand asking him for burial and revealing that she had 
died immediately after receiving the Holy Mysteries the year before (and thus had been miraculously transported to 
the spot where she now lay). So Zosima, amazed, began to dig, but soon tired; then a lion approached and began to 
help him, that is, after Zosima had recovered from his fear of the creature. Thus St. Mary of Egypt was buried. Zo-
sima returned to the monastery, told all he had seen, and improved the faults of the monks and abbot there. He died 
at almost a hundred years old in the same monastery.

Later, the story of Mary’s life was written down by St. Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem (cf. “External links”).

The Life of St. Mary of Egypt is read during Great Lent along with the Great Canon of St. Andrew. 


