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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Feb 27
Attendance 108
Operating $2,477.00
OCA Assessments 730.00
Maintenance 134.00
Uganda 50.00
NEW CATECHUMENS
Jim Iubelt and Lucia Bagley were enrolled as Catechu-
mens this morning. They will be prayed for throughout 
Great Lent and Chrismated for Pascha.
YOUTH GROUP
The group will meet this Saturday, March 12 at 3:00 
pm. In addition to the crafts and games, they will be 
learning about ‘the Lord is my rock’ from Psalm 18.
PIEROGHI MAKING
The Crew will be working on Thursday, March 10 be-
ginning at 9:00 am. Everyone is welcomed to come and 
pinch a few. 
ADULT CATECHUMEN CLASS
Class will begin on Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 pm. We 
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Sunday Mar 6 37th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 4 / Cheesefare / Forgiveness Sunday
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
Beginning of Great Lent   5:30 pm Forgiveness Vespers / Rite of Forgiveness 
Monday Mar 7 1st Day of Lent
    6:30 pm Great Canon of Andrew
Tuesday Mar 8 2nd Day of Lent
    6:30 pm Great Canon of Andrew
Wednesday Mar 9 3rd Day of Lent
    4:00 pm Confession
    6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Thursday Mar 10 4th Day of Lent
    6:30 pm Great Canon of Andrew 
Saturday Mar 12 Ven Simeon the New Theologian
    5:30 pm Great Vespers    
Sunday Mar 13 1st Sunday of Lent / Tone 5 / Triumph of Orthodoxy
  Readings: Heb 11:24-26, 32:12:2 John 1:43-51
    9:00 am Church School - Children’s Procession with Icons
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
    5:00 pm Vespers / St Matthew’s Antiochian Church  

will be studying the Anaphora Prayers from the Liturgy 
of St Basil the Great which is served on all the Sundays 
of Great Lent.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Tim Price, Francis James 
(Anna D’s frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), 
Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Tina (Jim’s 
fmly), Greg Williamson (Michelle S’s frnd), Ron Moore 
(Collins’s dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frndKen Walker, 
suffering Christians in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Birthdays: Elijah Moore (3/13), Bobby Wick (3/16).
Infant: Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Mario & Beth (Val C’s son & dr-n-lw), 
Julianna & Aaron, Ray & Andrea, Andrew & Abigail, 
Tyler & Alieya
Newly Departed: John Skinner (Fr A’s frnd, 2/13), 
Valery (Sasha K’s bro, 2/9), George (L, Gordon’s uncle, 
2/3).



When Belief is Complicated
by Fr Stephen Freeman

“It’s complicated.”
This statement sums up much of the modern experience. I don’t think the world we encounter is actually compli-

cated – but our experience is. Simplicity is the reflection of an inner world free of conflicts and undercurrents. The truth 
of the modern inner-world is that it is generally pulled in many directions.

Modernity is a juncture in history – a place where many rivers meet to form one raging torrent. The stream of history 
meets a stream that distrusts the past. The stream of religion meets the stream of science. The stream of affluence meets 
the stream of ever-present poverty. We live as though we are trapped in a spider’s web – not drawn to one direction – 
but drawn to all.

And so the world seems complicated.
Kierkegaard wrote that “purity of heart is to will one thing.” But we don’t will one thing. We will everything, regard-

less of the contradictions. Alasdair MacIntyre offered a work, reflecting on the competing visions of good in the modern 
world: Whose Justice, Which Rationality? We do not agree with one another because we don’t even agree with ourselves

This makes faith in God very difficult. Faith is not a matter of “belief,” an act of intellectual willing. Faith is a percep-
tion of things that do not necessarily appear obvious. In the language of Scripture – “faith is the evidence of things not 
seen.” But the perception of faith is similar to the perception of objects beneath the surface of a lake. If the surface is dis-
turbed, the objects disappear. The objects do not go away – but we can no longer perceive them.

In a world of manifold complication – the surface of the water is rarely still.
The journey of faith thus becomes a movement away from complication. In the Christian tradition, many have 

sought the stillness of the desert, the absence of distraction, as a means to spiritual perception.
The Orthodox faith has generally held to this tradition of stillness. To the seeker who wants to know the “truth” of 

Orthodoxy, the advice given is usually, “Come and see.” The noise of argument and the cacophony of comparison are 
not the place of discovery.

I have always been struck by Met. Kallistos (Timothy) Ware’s story of his first encounter with Orthodoxy. Though he 
is a great scholar, he did not find Orthodoxy in books. He found it in a street in London. He tells of walking in London 
one summer afternoon (in 1952) and going inside the Russian Orthodox Cathedral. It seems to have happened rather 
by chance than design. In the dim light of the early evening, the hushed tones of the Cathedral choir offered the hymns 
of Orthodox Vespers. His initial impression, he says, was that the Church was entirely empty. But in time, he adds, he 
realized quite the opposite. The Church was completely full, with “invisible worshippers.” He stayed rather longer than 
he intended – until he stayed for his whole life.

C.S. Lewis told of his acceptance of the existence of God occurring on a bus ride in Oxford. He had engaged in long 
conversations and arguments with his friend, J.R.R. Tolkien (and, doubtless, even longer arguments with himself ). But 
it was only a bus ride, an occasion where we usually lapse into a numbed silence, that the existence of God became a 
clear perception for him. He got on the bus an atheist and got off a believer. He had no sense of having made a decision.

Not everyone dashes into a Church at just the right moment, or gets on the right bus at the right time. But it is pos-
sible to understand that sometimes – more information is not a solution. Less noise and a quiet mind are more to the 
point.

Suggestions for the complicated:
1. Quit caring so much. The world does not depend on you getting the right answer to life’s questions. Answers often 

come when we learn to wait patiently for them.
2. Quit comparison shopping. Truth is not a commodity. You don’t want the “better” one. You want the right one.
3. Quit thinking so much. If thinking would solve the problem and make things less complicated, you’d be through 

by now.
4. Look for beauty. Beauty doesn’t make us think so much as it makes the heart a better listener.
5. Take some time off – from as much as you can.
6. Get some sleep.
7. Give away money. At least someone will benefit by this discipline.
8. Sing (beautiful things). The part of your brain that sings is much more closely wired to your heart than the part 

that thinks.
9. Ride a bus. Worked for C.S. Lewis…
10. Go inside a Church. Worked for Kallistos Ware…


