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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Mar 6
Attendance 155
Operating $5,679.00
OCA Assessments 1,009.00
Maintenance 161.00
Icons 30.00
Charities 80.00
Parking Lot 50.00
Uganda 145.00
Ukraine 2,414.00
Other 60.00
NEW SECURITY CODE
Today, following Liturgy, the new entry code will take 
effect. If you have your own key and are in need of 
entering the Church to perform your duties, please 
see Laura Abernathy today to obtain the new entry 
code. 
TRIUMPH OF ORTHODOXY VESPERS
Today at 5:00 pm at St. Matthew Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, 10383 Albion Rd, North Royalton, 44133. His 
Eminence Archbishop Michael of the OCA Diocese of 
NY & NJ will preside and preach.
ADULT CATECHUMEN CLASS
Class will begin this Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 pm. We 
will be studying the Anaphora Prayers from the Liturgy 
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Sunday Mar 13 1st Sunday of Lent / Tone 5 / Triumph of Orthodoxy
    9:00 am Church School - Children’s Procession with Icons
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
    5:00 pm Vespers / St Matthew’s Antiochian Church  
Wednesday Mar 16 2nd Wednesday of Lent
    4:00 pm Confession
    6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Saturday Mar 19 2nd Satuday of Lent
    4:00 pm Confession
    5:30 pm Great Vespers Confession    
Sunday Mar 20 2nd Sunday of Lent / Tone 6 / St Gregory Palamas
  Readings: Heb 7:26-8:2 John 10:9-16
    9:00 am Church School 
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour

of St Basil the Great which is served on all the Sundays 
of Great Lent.
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, March 17 at 6:30 pm.
CHURCH SCHOOL ALMS PROJECT
We will be supporting Country Neighbor in Ashtabula 
County. They offer many services for all ages, especial-
ly the elderly and Children’s Summer Lunch Programs. 
To check them out, visit their website at: countryneigh-
bor.org. This is open to anyone in the parish who would 
like to participate. Please contact Michelle Schroeder if 
you have any questions.
CONFESSION NOTE
Confession is in order for everyone during Great Lent. 
Please  note  the  special  times  scheduled  for  Confes-
sion and approach in a timely manner.
50TH ANNIVERSARY
October of 2023 marks our 50th Anniversary as a Par-
ish in the OCA. We will need a Committee to help 
plan events, possibly throughout the year, to mark this 
milestone in our Parish. Please see Ken Walker if you 
can help.
PARKING LOT FUND
We’re coming close to having to deal with the resur-
facing of our Parking Lot. This will be in the range  of 



The Triumph of Orthodoxy

$100,000. Please be using the Capital Maintenance 
Fund for your support of this project.
MAN OF GOD MOVIE TO PLAY
On Monday, March 21 & 28 at 7:00 pm, the movie Man 
of God, about St Necktarios of Egena, will be shown at 
the Atlass Cinema in Willoughby. Tickets are $13.00 at 
the door or from atomtickets.com.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Tim Price, Francis James 
(Anna D’s frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), 
Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Dave Renda, Greg Wil-

liamson (Michelle S’s frnd), Ron Moore (Collins’s 
dad), Colton (Maryann S’s frnd, Ken Walker, suffering 
Christians in Ukraine and the Middle East.
Birthdays: Elijah Moore (3/13), Bobby Wick, Naomi 
Sherman (3/16).
Newborns: Natalie (Mario & Beth).
Infant: Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Julianna & Aaron, Ray & Andrea, Andrew 
& Abigail, Tyler & Alieya
Newly Departed: John Skinner (Fr A’s frnd, 2/13), 
Valery (Sasha K’s bro, 2/9).

The Sunday of the Triumph of Orthodoxy is cele-
brated on the first Sunday of Great Lent. It is the 
celebration of the victory of the iconodules over 
the iconoclasts by the decision of the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council. Therefore, the service is to 
commemorate the restoration of icons for use in 
services and private devotional life of Christians.

Services often include the clergy or the faith-
ful triumphantly processing around the church, 
holding icons of their patron or parish saints. In 
areas where multiple jurisdictions exist (such as 
the United States), Pan-Orthodox Vespers are 
also usually celebrated in the evening.

Each of the Sundays of Great Lent has its 
own special theme. In the course of Church his-
tory, almost each Lenten Sunday has obtained a 
second theme, a historical theme. Originally the 
Lenten fast was the time for catechumens to pre-
pare for baptism and entry into the Church. The 
Sunday spiritual themes were part of the early 
Christian catechesis.

Historical theme
The theme of the day is victory of the True 

Faith. “This is the victory that overcomes the 
world, our faith” (1 John 5:4). Also, the icons of 
the saints bear witness that man, “created in the 
image and likeness of God” (Gen 1:26), becomes 
holy and godlike through the purification of 
himself as God’s living image. The connection of 
the victory over iconoclasm with Lent is purely 

historical; the first Triumph of Orthodoxy took 
place on this particular Sunday.

Spiritual theme
The first Sunday of Great Lent originally com-

memorated the Prophets such as Moses, Aaron, 
and Samuel. The Liturgy’s alleluia verses and 
scripture readings appointed for the Sunday of 
Orthodoxy reflect this older usage. The Epistle 
reading is a completion of Hebrews 11:24-26, 
32-12:2. The yet-to-be-baptized catechumens 
of the early church heard the Epistle about the 
Old Testament men who lived by their faith in 
a promise whose fulfillment they did not see. 
After the righteous of the Old Testament are 
mentioned, the Epistle says: And all these, having 
obtained a good testimony through faith, did not 
receive the promise, God having provided some-
thing better for us, that they should not be made 
perfect apart from us.

The Gospel lesson is John 1:43-51, and it ends 
with a explanation of the something better of the 
Epistle: “You will see greater things than these.” 
And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to 
you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” The catechumens of the early 
church, and the faithful preparing for Pascha 
today, are told that, with faith, they will see the 
inauguration of the new age, the fulfillment of all 
promises, and the manifestation of the Kingdom, 


