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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Jan 16
Attendance 93
Operating $5,370.00
OCA Assessments 483.00
Maintenance 75.00
Icons 21.00
Uganda 80.00
Loose Memorial 500.00
Charities 160.00
Uganda Advent 70.00
MEMORY ETERNAL
Our beloved Subdeacon Leonard peacefully fell asleep 
in the Lord yesterday afternoon. Please keep him and 
the family in your prayers. Once arrangements for the 
Services are made, they will be sent out to the Parish 
List.
SPECIAL WELCOME
We warmly welcome Archbishop Paul to our parish. 
Thanks, your Eminence, for spending time with Fr An-
drew and Debbie, having dinner with our Parish Coun-
cil, and most of all, for leading us to the Lord’s Banquet 
Table in the Liturgy this morning. Many Years Master!
SPECIAL BLESSINGS
We ask God’s blessings upon Christian Rausch and 
Scott Carlson. Chris received the blessing to wear the 
Subdeacon’s Stole and Scott was blessed as a Door-
keeper for our parish. Many Years to both.
2021 TAX STATEMENTS
Available in the hall for pick up.
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Sunday Jan 23 31st Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 6 / The Holy New Martyrs of Russia
    9:30 am Greet the Bishop
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Luncheon  
Wednesday Jan 26 Translation of the relics of St John Chrysostom
    6:30 pm Vesperal Liturgy   
Saturday Jan 29 Hieromartyr Ignatius
    5:30 pm Great Vespers    
Sunday Jan 30 32nd Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 7 / Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs
  Readings: Heb 13:7-16 Matt 5:14-19
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour  

UGANDAN PROJECT UPDATE
Many thanks to all who particpated in the church school  
Uganda Children’s Advent project with your generous 
donations and the writing of cards to the children.  A 
total of $1,510.00 was collected for 75 children. God 
bless you for your stewardship and love.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Tim Price, Francis James 
(Anna D’s frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), 
Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Evelyn (Maureen M’s 
mom), Dave Renda, Tina (Jim’s fmly), Greg Williamson 
(Michelle S’s frnd), Ron Moore (Collins’s dad), suffer-
ing Christians in the Middle East.
Annivesaries: Ron & Mary Ray (1/23). 
Birthdays: Ron Ray (1/23), Katie DiFantis (1/26), Si-
mon Schlafer (1/29).
New Borns: Lillian (Brad & Katie), Chloe (Ryan & 
Jessica), Wyatt (Brian & Katya), Seraphina (Bobby & 
Juliana).
Expecting: Mario & Beth (Val C’s son & dr-n-lw), Brad 
& Katie, Peter & Katie (Clements frnds).
Newly Illumined: Michelle Hoover (Christine), Nico-
lina Hoover (Christine), Ashley Blakenship (Elizabeth).
Newly Departed: Subdeacon Leonard (1/22), Kim, 
(Lisa G’s sis, Dec 15), Kim, Robert (1/5, Maryann S’s 
friends).



The Beatitudes Part X — Rejoice and be Glad
by Fr Thomas Hopko
“Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven . . .” (Mt 5.11). Joy is an essen-
tial element of the spiritual life, and is one of the “fruits of the Holy Spirit” (Gal 5.22). There is no 
genuine spirituality without joy. From the first pages of the Gospel, until the very end, the apostles 
of Christ, with Mary His mother and all Christians, are continually rejoicing in the salvation which 
Jesus has given.

    By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples. As 
the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you 
will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. These 
things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full (Jn 15.8–11).

    . . . your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you . . . ask and you will re-
ceive that your joy may be full (Jn 16.22–24).

Christian joy is not earthly happiness, pleasure or fun. It is the “joy in believing” (Rom 15.13). 
It is the joy of knowing the freedom of truth in the love of God (cf. Jn 8.32). It is the joy of being 
made worthy to “share in Christ’s sufferings” (1 Pet 4.13).

    By His great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, who by God’s power are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer various tri-
als, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested 
by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having 
seen Him, you love Him, though you do not now see Him you believe in Him and rejoice with un-
utterable and exalted joy (1 Pet 1.3–8).

Spiritual joy goes together with spiritual suffering. It is wrong to think that joy comes only at 
the end when the suffering is over. Joy in Christ goes together with suffering in Christ. They co-exist 
and are dependent on each other for their power and strength. As blessed mourning over sin is the 
mourning that comes with the joy of salvation, so suffering in the flesh, in this world, is consonant 
with—and in a real sense is even caused by—the unspeakable joy of salvation. Thus Saint James can 
say that Christians should “count it all joy” when they “meet various trials,” knowing that the “full 
effect” of their steadfast faith is that they may be “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (Jas 
1.2–3). And this is the firm conviction of Saint Paul as well.

    . . . we rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our suf-
ferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love his been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us (Rom 5.2–5).

It is the spiritual joy of Christians, the joy of the martyrs, which, more than anything else, is the 
invincible witness to the truth of the Christian faith and the genuineness of the Christian spiritual 
life.


