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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Sept 18, 25 
Attendance 135
Operating 4,646.00
OCA Assessments  87.00 
Icons  30.00 
Maintenance  205.00 
Charities  55.00
Memorial 25.00
Seminarians 300.00 
Uganda  475.00
WEDDING BANNS
Rebecca McDaniel & Stephen Hoffacker, today, Oc-
tober 2 at 2:30 pm.
IT’S A GIRL
Eleanor Marie Hoover was born to Jeffery & Michelle 
on Monday, Sept 26 at 12:53 pm, weighing 8lbs, 12oz 
and measuring 20.8 inches. Everyone is doing very 
well.
MANY YEARS, O MASTER!
Our prayers are with Bishop Daniel who was officially 
Enthroned yesterday at his Cathedral in Chicago.
2021 AUDIT COMPLETED
The Audit indicated that all is in order for our 2021 fi-
nancial records. Our thanks to Tom Alexander and Ted 
Kisha for their dilligent efforts. The report is posted 
in the Foyer.
MEDALLION ICON UPDATE
There are still three Medalions available for sponsor-
ship. They are $350 each. Please see Laura Abernathy 
if you are interested.
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Sunday Oct 2 16th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 7 / Hieromartyr Cyprian
    9:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
    2:30 pm Hoffacker / McDaniel Wedding
Saturday Oct 8 Venerable Pelagia
    5:30 pm Great Vespers Confession   
Sunday Oct 9 17th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / St Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow
  Readings: 2 Cor 9:16-7:1 Luke 7:11-16 
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour
    

CONTRIBUTING OPTIONS AT ST NICK’S
We now have three ways that Stewardship Contribu-
tions can be received: The Offering Box on the table 
in the back, Pay Pal (see the Church Website) and 
the Square Termonal on the Candle Stand. Questions 
regarding Pay Pal and Square can be directed to Sub-
deacon Daniel.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, 
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Francis James (Anna D’s 
frnd), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Kristin & 
Cameron Robinson,  Anna Como, Evelyn Kontra (Ren-
da frnds), Nick Covelli, Jan Ursinyi, Jan & Tonya (Ruth 
Bede’s sis & frnd), suffering Christians in Ukraine and 
the Middle East. 
Anniversaries: Jim & Kate Schlotzer (10/2), Scott & 
Nancy Carlson (10/3).
Birthdays: Michael Abernathy, Mason Zadd (10/4), Maria 
Kucmanic, Sue Hoffacker (10/7).
Expecting: Mitch & Winnie, Brian & Katya, Jairus & 
Riley, Doug & Al lysa. 
Newly Illumined: Sophia & Maria Lapointe.
Newly United: Rachel & Weston.
Newborns: Eleanor Hoover (Jeffery & Michelle), Vasili 
(Joseph & Venessa). 
Departed: Queen Elizabeth II (9/8), Metropolitan Her-
man (9/6), Ivana Kucmanic (9/5, David’s gram).



From the Website of the Orthodox Church in America

Meaningful Worship
What is the purpose of worship? This is an important ques-
tion which must be answered before one can take the usual 
complaints seriously. Before saying what worship is, how-
ever, we need to consider what worship is not.

Misconception #1 The Liturgy is supposed to teach us 
about God.

The word liturgy means common work or action. What 
is this common work? It is the worship of God. The word 
worship means to give reverence to God. So Christian   
worship, educational as it may be, is primarily designed 
to offer us an opportunity to give something to God—to 
give our praise, our reverence, and our thanksgiving for all 
He has given us in our daily lives. While there is an edu-
cational aspect to worship, as the first part of the Divine    
Liturgy educates through the readings, homily and psalms, 
education is secondary to the offering of praise and thanks-
giving.

Misconception #2  I’m supposed to ‘get something’ out 
of the Liturgy

Notice that the focus in this statement is on us, rather 
than on God. It’s as if we, rather than God, were the ob-
ject of worship. It’s as if we were the reason for gathering 
together for the Liturgy. But we aren’t; God is. In worship, 
our attention should be on Him. If we don’t “get anything” 
out of the Liturgy, it may very well be that we failed to 
“bring something” to it.

Misconception #3 I don’t like the way the Liturgy is                 
performed.

First of all, the Liturgy is not something to be per-
formed. It is a celebration of God’s love and an experience 
of His Kingdom; the Liturgy is not—nor was it ever de-
signed to be—a performance of Christ’s life, colorful and 
mystical rites, or ancient rituals.The Liturgy is nothing less 
than our ascent to God’s presence and our response of His  
invitation: “Come, let us worship.” This fact makes our 
attitude of vital importance. If one’s goal is to “enjoy” the 
service, to “learn” more about Jesus, or to “get something” 
other than a glimpse of eternal life, one will surely be dis-
appointed. Such persons are focusing on themselves rather 
than on God.

Meaningful Worship
Those who desire to worship better, might consider the 

following: focus on God; submit to God; and lay aside all 
earthly cares.

Focus on God
God is the object of our worship. We  gather together 

to praise and thank Him, to be fed and strengthened by 
Him, and to render service to Him so that we might be 
better equipped to render service to one another. We come 
before Him in awe, knowing that we are unworthy to be 
in His presence, but, at the same time, recognizing that 
His all-consuming love unties us with Him and with those 
with whom we worship. We are called to praise God and to 
give Him glory for the mighty things He has done. We are, 
above all, to thank God for the salvation He brings us, as 
well as for those gifts He shares with us in our daily lives.

Submit to God
Worship is a public, not a private, affair. By submitting 

to God and focusing on Him in worship, we also submit 
to one another. Many are the parishes, for example, which 
wrongly segregate children in a soundproof booth because 
the adults can’t concentrate on their “private prayers” when 
babies cry or children act like children during the service. 
If we have difficulty accepting our relationship with others 
during our corporate worship, we will never be able to sub-
mit to a God who demands so much more than patience 
with crying infants. Communion with God requires a 
common union with the Christian community. The Lit-
urgy is not a time for private prayer or devotions, much 
less for quiet reflection. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
Himself suggests that quiet, private prayer be accomplished 
in a quiet, private place—a closet, if need be. Public wor-
ship, however, is the work of all God’s People who gather 
with one mind and one heart and one voice in praising 
God.  

Lay aside all earthy Cares 
During the Liturgy we need to keep our minds and 

hearts on God’s presence. The Liturgy offers renewed hope 
and vision, not solutions. Hence, we do not bring our pro-
fessional, personal, or domestic problems to the Liturgy. 
In fact, the Cherubic Hymn, sung at every Divine Liturgy, 
tells us to do the exact opposite: “Let us now lay aside all 
early cares so that we may receive the King of All...” At 
the same time, we cannot worship God if we focus our 
attention exclusively on the vestments, the rubrics, or the 
altar servers. The externals of our worship are designed to 
help us focus on God; they are not objects of attention, 
nor should they distract or preoccupy us. At every Liturgy 
we are invited to “lift up our hearts”. Do what the Liturgy 
asks. Lift up your heart! Listen to the Liturgy. Recognize 
yourself as an important part in making the Liturgy work. 
Then begin—and continue—to live it everyday.


