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3rd Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 2 / Great Martyr Euphemia
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
NO VESPERS
4th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 3 / Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical Councils
Readings:
Rom 6:18-23
Matt 8:5-13
9:30 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn D’s
dghtr), our Parish Faithful, the Furman family, Marie
Gaydos (Maryann S’ csn), Tim Price, Francis James
(Anna D’s frnd), Kim H (Maryann S’s friend), Dianne
Kochan (ankle surgery), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s
nephew), suffering Christians in the Middle East.
Anniversaries: George & Paula Tintor (7/14), Ted &
Elaine Kisha, Tim & Linda Halligan (7/17).
Birthdays: Nick Covelli, Elizabeth Rausch (7/11), Julia
Butterfield (7/13), Emma Moore, (7/14), Tina Rausch,
WELCOME FR JOHN
John Sapp (7/17).
Thanks for leading us to the Lord’s Banquet Table.
Expecting: Bobby & Juliana, Brian & Katya, Greg &
VACATION NOTE
Fr Andrew and family will be on Vacation from July 10 - Grace, John & Michelle.
18. Please contact Fr John Memorich for any emergencies Newborns: Alina (David & Maria).
@ 216-548-8757.
Newly Departed: Phyllis (Deb’s aunt (6/26), Galina
SUMMER CONFESSION
(Vitaly S’s mom, 6/31).
Beginning this month, Confession is on the schedule.
Please approach throughout the rest of the summer.
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Jul 4

Attendance
Operating
Maintenance
Icons
OCA Assessments
IOCC
Uganda
Wi Fi
Charities

WELCOME HOME DINNER

107
$4,052.00
180.00
45.00
28.00
65.00
105.00
35.00
70.00

Orthodoxy Represents our Original
Incompetency

We are planning a Parish Dinner marking the lifting of
the restrictions. We need a chairperson and a crew to by Fr Steven Freeman
proceed. Tentative date is on Dormition, Sunday, Aug There is one thing to be said about Church-shopping:
15. Please let Ken Walker know if you can serve in this you can always find a better one…
regard.
I often see examples of what I would describe as
A NIGHT OUT FOR A GOOD CAUSE
“comparative denominationalism.” It is the comparison
Please join us at our annual silent auction to raise of one Church to another (yes, I know that Orthodoxy
money for St. Nicholas Uganda Children’s Fund on is not a denomination). Indeed, the drive for a “betThursday August 12 from 6:30-8:30 pm. The funds pro- ter Church,” a “more authentic Church,” the “true
vide for the education, health, and welfare of Ugandan Church,” the “New Testament Church,” is little more
children, teens, & young adults! See Laura Abernathy than a game invented in America during the 19th century. It is post-Reformation and represents the rise of
or Peggy Walker with any questions.
Christian consumerism.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
Continued
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, Ted Geletka, Julian,
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I have long thought that Orthodox Christianity
comes out on the short end in this shopping effort.
For some, it seems too hard, too complicated, too
ethnic, too riddled with rules, too confusing and inconsistent, etc. All of those things are true. And, just
when you think you’re going to like it, there’s some
sort of train wreck across the world and it falls apart
again.
The greatest victim in the course of the split between East and West, and later in the Reformation,
was the Church itself. To a great extent, the last thing
considered in all of the various iterations of doctrine was ecclesiology (the doctrine of the Church).
Particularly after the Reformation, the notion that
correct doctrine would produce a correct Church
gained increasing acceptance. However, history has
repeatedly proven this to be a false idea. No matter
the corrective measures, Christianity, as Church, remains flawed. Apparently, allowing sinful people to
be part of the Church ruins its excellence, and, even
the most excellent people are revealed to be broken.
All efforts of comparison fail. Perhaps the assumptions that drive comparisons are the real problem.
I will describe what I mean in terms of my own
experience. I did not become an Orthodox Christian
because I thought the experience would be more
excellent than my Episcopal life. Indeed, in many
ways, I knew that the most immediate consequences
of my conversion would be pushing my ecclesiastical
life off a cliff. Just months before being received into
the Church, my corner of the Southeast was plunged
into a terrible schism (OCA/ROCOR) that revealed
some the worst weaknesses of American Orthodoxy.
To a degree, my life is still encumbered with the effects of that situation.
It was possible for me to make comparisons:
priests in Orthodoxy were and are more likely to believe the Creed, but even demons believe the Creed
and tremble. The shared life of a common tradition is far richer in Orthodoxy (I prefer the piety of
peasants and monks to the sentimentality of AngloBourgeoise). However, piety easily becomes more of
a “style” and a “badge” than a thing that is practiced.
In short, comparisons reveal the one who does the
comparing.
So why convert? I think that is a serious question
and worth considering carefully. My own journey to-

wards Orthodoxy spanned nearly 20 years. I looked
at every possible angle.
At its deepest level, I came to see that becoming
Orthodox was a renunciation of comparisons and
the empty efforts to improve the Church. It became
an agreement that the Church, with all that came
with it, was instituted by God for our salvation. The
Church is what salvation looks like. Someone could
ask, “Couldn’t that be done in any ecclesiastical setting?” My conclusion was that this was not so. Reformation, Counter-Reformation, Restoration, Oxford Movement, Latter Rain Move of God, the endless forays towards some new, imagined excellence,
were the founding ideology of the various modern
ecclesiologies. Orthodoxy represents our original incompetence. It is the quarreling of the Corinthians,
and the fiery courage of Ignatius of Antioch. It is the
excess of Greeks, the soul of Russians, and dancing
Ghanians.
The story of the Church is not one of progress,
certainly not a progress that can be measured by
worldly standards. The saints and martyrs alone serve
to give evidence that the vine is still alive and fruitful.
Thus, to a large extent, my conversion to Orthodoxy was a decision to cast my lot into the messiness
of our original humanity, refusing to remain a part
of the modern project and its attempt to improve on
the work of God. Its idolatry has been to make successful versions of a middle-class secularism at prayer.
The result is largely insipid.
I am often embarrassed by Orthodox failures, just
as I am by my own, and for the same reason. However, I believe our failures are uniquely unmasked by
the sublime reality of the sacraments, and the perfection of the gift we have been given. It is measured
by the yardstick of the spotless bride and constantly
found wanting. And this is the truth of our existence. I would not want to exist in any other manner. Before the altar of God, I stand in union with
human failure throughout the ages, and in union
with the infinite compassion of Christ.
Accept, O Lord, this sacrifice upon Your heavenly,
noetic altar, and send down upon us in turn, the
grace of Your Holy Spirit.

