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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  June 13
Attendance 89
Operating $3,104.00
Maintenance 205
Icons 50.00
OCA Assessments 15.00
Uganda 65.00
Charities 70.00
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
May God bless and keep all of our fathers for many-
years and may He establish the souls of our beloved-
departed fathers in the mansions of the righteous.
Memory eternal.
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, June 24 at 6:30 pm.
COFFEE HOUR
Our Coffee Hour crew is in need of new people. Please 
let Mary Ray (mary@northcoastsolutions.com)  know 
if you can cover some of the Sundays this  year. 
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, Ted Geletka, Julian, 
John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn D’s 
dghtr), our Parish Faithful, the Furman family, Marie 
Gaydos (Maryann S’ csn), Fred Bessel (Jean M’s frnd), 
Mike Nadolski (Gloria H’s frnd), Tim Price, Francis 
James (Anna D’s frnd), Kim H (Maryann S’s friend), 
Dianne Kochan (ankle surgery), suffering Christians in 
the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Kevin & Dee Kurtz, Bill & Suzanne 
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— Vesperal Hymn for Pentecost —

Sunday Jun 20 8th Sunday of Pascha / Tone 7 / Pentecost
   9:30 am Divine Liturgy / Prayers for Frs / Kneeling Prys / Coffee Hour

Wednesday Jun 23 Martyr Agripinna of Rome
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Saturday Jun 26 St John, Bishop of the Goths
    5:30 pm Great Vespers

Sunday Jun 27 1st Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / All Saints
  Readings: Heb 11:33-12:2 Mat 10:32-33,37-38; 19:27-30
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour

Gubser (6/20), Greg & Grace Walker (6/21), Jim & Tina 
Capitan (6/23), Bill & Jennifer Butterfield (6/24).
Birthdays: Bruno Christani (6/20), Laurie Alexander, 
Kathy Chongris, Linda Darrah (6/21), Jim Horabik, 
David Kucmanic (6/22), Kathi Deeb (6/25), Vitaly 
Schelkanov (6/26).
Expecting: Bobby & Juliana, Brian & Katya, Greg & 
Grace, John & Michelle.
Newborns: Alina (David & Maria).
Newly Departed: Helen Bobosh (Frnd of Debbie, 
5/31), Michael Kochan (Greg’s uncle, 5/12).

Come, O people, let us worship the Godhead in three 
per sons: the Son in the Father with the Holy Spirit. The 
Fa ther timelessly begets His co-reigning and co-eternal 
Son;  the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and is 
glorified with the Son; one power, one essence, one 
Godhead! Let us all worship Him, professing our faith: 
Holy God, Who made all things through the Son, with the 
Holy Spiritʼs coop eration. Holy Mighty, through Whom 
we know the Father; through Whom the Holy Spirit came 
into the world. Holy Immortal, the Spirit and Comforter, 
proceeding from the Father and resting in the Son. O Holy 
Trinity, glory to You!



Pentecost
“The feast of the descent of the Holy Spirit.” I say these 
words I’ve known since childhood, and all at once they 
strike me as if I’m hearing them for the first time. Yes, from 
the time I was a child I knew that ten days following the 
Ascension, meaning fifty days after Pascha, Christians from 
time immemorial celebrated and continue to celebrate the 
descent of the Holy Spirit in a feast known by its church 
name as Pentecost, or more popularly as “Trinity,” the day 
of the Trinity. 

For centuries, to prepare for this feast the churches were 
cleaned and adorned with greenery and branches, and grass 
was strewn about the floor... On the day of the feast, at the 
solemn vespers, the faithful stood in church holding flow-
ers in their hands. These customs explain how the feast of 
Pentecost entered Russian popular consciousness and litera-
ture as a kind of sun-filled, bright celebration, the feast of 
flowering, a kind of joyful encounter between human be-
ings and God’s world in all its beauty and grace. 

All religions, including the most ancient and primitive, 
had a feast of summer flowering, a feast to celebrate the 
first appearance of shoots, plants, fruit. In ancient Judaism, 
this was the feast of Pentecost. If in Old Testament religion 
Passover celebrated spring’s resurrection of the world and 
nature, then the Jewish Pentecost was the feast of move-
ment from spring to summer, celebrating the victory of sun 
and light, the feast of cosmic fullness. But in the Old Testa-
ment a feast common to all human societies acquires a new 
meaning: it becomes the annual commemoration of the 
ascent of Moses up Mount Sinai, where in an inexpress-
ible mystical encounter God revealed himself, entered into 
a Covenant, commandments, and promised salvation. In 
other terms, religion ceased being simply nature, and now 
became the beginning of history: God had revealed his law, 
his commandments, his plan for humanity, and had shown 
the way. Spring, summer, the eternal natural cycle, became 
a sign and symbol not only of nature, but of man’s spiri-
tual destiny and the commandment to grow into fullness 
of knowledge, life and perfect wholeness... Finally, in the 
very last phase of the Old Testament, through the teaching 
and insight of the prophets, this feast became a celebration 
directed toward the future, to God’s final victory in his cre-
ation. Here is how the prophet Joel speaks of this: 

And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my 
spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall 
see visions. Even upon the men-servants and maidservants in 

those days, I will pour out my spirit. And I will give signs in 
the heavens and on the earth...before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that all who call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered... (Joel 2:28-32) 

Thus, the Jewish feast of Pentecost is a feast of nature 
and the cosmos, a feast of history as the revelation of God’s 
will for the world and human beings, a feast of future tri-
umph, of God’s victory over evil and the coming of the 
great and last “day of the Lord.” All this must be kept in 
mind in order to grasp how the first Christians experi-
enced, understood, and celebrated their feast of Pentecost, 
and why it became one of the most important Christian 
celebrations. 

The Book of Acts, devoted to recounting the history of 
the first Christians and the initial spread of Christianity, 
starts precisely with the day of Pentecost, describing what 
took place fifty days after Christ’s resurrection and ten days 
after his ascension into heaven. Just before his ascension 
Christ had told the disciples “not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which he said, 
‘you heard from me...” (Acts 1:4). So in ten days, according 
to St Luke’s account, 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together 
in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the 
rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance... And all who heard 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What 
does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” (Acts 2:1-4, 12.13) 

To those witnesses who remained skeptical, the apostle 
Peter explained the meaning of the event using the words 
of the prophet Joel quoted above. “This is what was spoken 
by the prophet Joel,” he said, “And in the last days it shall be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh...” 
(Acts 2:16,17). 

For the Christian, therefore, the feast of Pentecost is the 
completion of all that Christ accomplished. Christ taught 
about the Kingdom of God, and here it is, now opened! 
Christ promised that the Spirit of God would reveal the 
truth, and now this is fulfilled. The world, history, life, 
time, are all illumined with the final, transcendent light-all 
are filled with ultimate meaning. The last and great day of 
the Lord has begun!

by Fr Alexander Schmemann


