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STEWARDSHIP /  Apr 11
Operating $3,952.00
OCA Assessments 256.00
Maintenance 40.00 
Icons 25.00
Uganda 75.0
Charities 100.00
Alms 385.00
Lenten Project  55.00
Flowers 50.00
Cleveland Deanery 35.00
IOCC 60.00
Wi Fi 28.00
CHRIS CINDRIC’S NEW ADDRESS
Concord Village Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
10955 Capital Parkway # 210
Concord, Ohio  44077 
EVENING ADULT CLASS
We are continuing our study of the Nicene Creed this 
Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 pm, over Zoom.
CONFESSION NOTE
Please note the special times added for Confession. 
The last day for Confession is next Saturday.
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Sunday Apr 18 5th Sndy of Lent / Tone  4 / St Mary of Egypt
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
Wednesday Apr 21 6th Wednesday of Lent
    4:00 pm Confession 
    6:30 pm Presanctified Liturgy
Friday Apr 23 Lazarus Friday
    6:30 pm Vespers of Lazarus Confession
Saturday Apr 24 Lazarus Saturday
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy 
    4:00 pm Confession
    5:30 pm Great Vespers & Litya / Blessing of Palms / Last Confessions
Sunday Apr 25 Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem / Palm Sunday
  Readings: Phil 4:4-9 John 12:1-18
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Procession  Coffee Hour
    5:30 pm Bridegroom Matins of Holy Monday

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, Ted Geletka, Ju-
lian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn 
D’s dghtr), our Parish Faithful, the Furman family, 
Marie Gaydos (Maryann S’ csn), Mary Ellen (Ruth 
B’s mom), Fred Bessel (Jean M’s frnd), Dr Michael 
Soroka, Mike Nadolski (Gloria H’s frnd), Richard 
Mirauntz, Tim Price, Francis James (Anna D’s frnd), 
Kim H (Maryann S’s friend), Bruno Christani, suffer-
ing Christians in the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Daniel & Tina Rausch (4/21).
Birthdays: Michael Dimattia (4/16) Isaac Bagley 
(4/18), Maria Schelkanov (4/19), Greg Kochan (4/20), 
Greg Walker, Luka Kingsbury (4/22).
Expecting: Bobby & Juliana, Brian & Katya, Greg & 
Grace, John & Michelle, Matt & Michelle, David & 
Maria, Patrick & Deanna.
Newborns: Rhea (CJ & Iya), Eli (Jairus & Riley), 
Mallory (Matt & Michelle, Fr A’s niece).
Newly Departed: Dennis Sapp (Gloria H’s bro 4/8), 
Fr Vladimir Lecko (Fr A’s frnd, 3/15), David Velianoff 
(Tom A’s cousin 3/17), Joesph Weiland (Cindy R’s 
friend 3/11).



A Desert Meeting
Saint Mary of Egypt immediately recognized 
the holiness of a man she’d never seen before-
-the monk Zossimas--when he encountered her 
in the desert. She had come a long, long way to 
achieve that recognition of holiness in a man.

Mary ran away from her miserable home 
at age twelve, and took to the streets. She had 
been abused, neglected, and deprived of the 
love that would have helped her see her own 
worth.

Mary was strongly but darkly attracted to 
men. Unable to see the worth in others any 
more than in herself, she took perverse delight 
in enticing and then mocking men. For seven-
teen years she sold her body to any man who 
interested her. As Dr. Kyriaki FitzGerald has 
written, Mary convinced herself that she was 
free and living on her own terms. Yet she felt 
contempt and disgust for men, even as she av-
idly sought their embraces.

Curiosity, and the promise of new custom-
ers, impelled Mary to join the crowd boarding 
a ship for Jerusalem. Once there she continued 
to follow the crowd to the cathedral. It was the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. Mary tried 
to enter the church, but at the threshold found 
herself thrust back as if by powerful arms. 
Shocked and distressed, she suddenly confront-
ed the emptiness of her life.

But almost at the same moment, she felt the 
loving gaze of the Theotokos in the icon. She 
begged the Mother of God to help her, to show 
her what her life should be. Approaching the 

threshold again, she felt herself drawn in rather 
than pushed out. Like other pilgrims, but now 
with her whole heart rather than idle curiosity, 
she worshipped at the foot of the cross. And in 
the midst of the throng, the Theotokos spoke 
words directed only to her: “Cross the Jordan, 
and you will find peace.”

By sunset of that day, Mary had reached the 
Church of St. John by the Jordan, where she 
was baptized and received Holy Communion. 
The next day she crossed the Jordan, and then 
began her forty-seven solitary years of struggle 
and intense prayer.

When the monk Zossimas came upon her in 
the desert, Mary knew who he was at once. A 
beautiful scene of mutual humility and respect 
followed. Zossimas prostrated himself and 
asked for her blessing; she in turn bowed down 
to him and asked for his. This went on until 
Mary said that he, as a priest, should bless her. 
He answered that it is not by one’s rank but 
by the gifts of the Holy Spirit that grace is rec-
ognized. As recipient of those gifts, the monk 
said, Mary should bless him. So she finally did 
so.

This woman who had once seen men only 
as objects of her lust was now able to recognize 
the holiness of a man she was seeing for the 
first time. By God’s grace, Saint Mary of Egypt 
had, in the words of Hebrews 9: 14b, purified 
her conscience “from dead works to worship 
the living God.”
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