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This past Thursday, our new Parish Council was installed just prior to our first meeting of 2021. We’re up
and running with a good Council: Ken Walker, Pres,
Megan Tollefson, VP, Nick Covelli, Treas, Laura Abernathy, Sec. Our at large members: Kurt Hardman,
Collin Moore, Jackie Barkas and Dan Rausch. Our
Alternate is Scott Carlson.
ALTAR LIST UPDATES

Please update your names on the Altar List as many of
them have been there for a very long time.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, Ted Geletka, Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Joella (LuAnn
D’s dghtr), our Parish Faithful, the Furman family,
Marie Gaydos (Maryann S’ csn), Mary Ellen (Ruth
B’s mom), Fred Bessel (Jean M’s frnd), Dr Michael

Soroka, Mike Nadolski (Gloria H’s frnd), Richard Mirauntz, suffering Christians in the Middle East.
Birthdays: Katie D’Fantis (1/26), Richard Mirauntz
(1/27), Simon Schlafer (1/29).
Expecting: John & Michelle, Matt & Michelle, David
& Maria, Patrick & Deanna, Jairus & Riley.
Newly Departed: William (Fr A’s frnd 1/3), Jeanett
Stattler (Cindy R’s frnd 12/23), Robert Hollister
(12/9).

The Glorification of the
Saints in the Orthodox Church
by Fr Joseph Frawley

While the glorification of saints in the Orthodox Church
has been taking place for nearly 2000 years, few people
today are certain about how this really happens. Does
the Church “make” a saint? Are there special panels
which decide who can be considered for sainthood? Are
saints “elected” by a majority vote? Does a person have
to perform a certain number of miracles in order to
quality as a saint? The answers to these questions may be
surprising to some.
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We know that there are several categories of saints:
prophets, evangelists, martyrs, ascetics, holy bishops
and priests, and those who live a righteous life “in
the world.” What they all have in common is holiness of life. Three times in the Book of Leviticus
(Ch 11, 19 and 20) God tells us to be holy, because
He is holy. We must consecrate ourselves, for we are
His people. Saint Peter reiterates this commandment
in the new testament, challenging us to obey God’s
commandments and submit our will to His will (1
Pet 1:16). Everyone is challenged to manifest holiness in their lives, for we all must become saints! This
is our special—and common—calling from God. It
is not something reserved for the clergy, monastics,
or those who are “more pious.” Everyone who has
been baptized into Christ must live in such a way
that Christ lives within us. “Do you not know,” Saint
Paul asks, “that you are God’s temple and that God’s
Spirit dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16).
So, the glorification of saints in the Orthodox
Church is a recognition that God’s holiness is manifested in the Church through these grace-filled men
and women whose lives were pleasing to God. Very
early on, the Church recognized the righteous ancestors of Christ (Forefathers), those who predicted His
coming (Prophets), and those who proclaimed the
Gospel (Apostles and Evangelists). Then those who
risked their lives and shed their blood to bear witness
to Christ (Martyrs and Confessors) were also recognized by the Church as saints. There was no special
canonization process, but their relics were treasured
and the annual anniversaries of their martyrdoms
were celebrated. Later, the ascetics, who followed
Christ through self denial, were numbered among
the saints. Bishops and priests who proclaimed the
True Faith and fought against heresy were added to
the list. Finally, those in other walks of life who manifested holiness were recognized as saints.
While the glorification of a saint may be initiated
because of miracles, it is not an absolute necessity for
canonization. The Roman Catholic Church requires
three verified miracles in order to recognize someone
as a saint; the Orthodox Church does not require
this. There are some saints, including Saint Nicodemos of the Holy Mountain (July 14) and Saint Innocent of Moscow (commemorated March 31), who

have not performed any miracles, as far as we know.
What is required is a virtuous life of obvious holiness. And a saint’s writings and preaching must be
“fully Orthodox,” in agreement with the pure faith
that we have received from Christ and the Apostles
and taught by the Fathers and the Ecumenical Councils.
Can the Church “make” a saint? The answer is no.
Only God can do that. We glorify those whom God
Himself has glorified, seeing in their lives true love
for God and their neighbors. The Church merely recognizes that such a person has cooperated with God’s
grace to the extent that his or her holiness is beyond
doubt.
Are saints “elected” by special panels or by majority vote? Again, the answer is no. Long before an official inquiry into a person’s life is made, that person
is venerated by the people where he or she lived and
died. His or her memory is kept alive by the people
who pray for his or her soul or who ask him or her
for intercession. Sometimes people will visit his or
her grave or have icons painted through their love for
the person. Then a request is made, usually through
the diocesan bishop, for the Church to recognize that
person as a saint. A committee, such as the Orthodox
Church in America’s Canonization Commission,
is formed to research the life of the person who is
being considered for glorification and to submit a
report to the Holy Synod stating its reasons why the
person should or should not be recognized as a saint.
Then the Holy Synod decides to number that person
among the saints and have icons painted and liturgical services composed.
The formal Rite of Glorification begins with a final Memorial Service for the person about to be canonized, after which Vespers and Matins with special
hymns to the saint are chanted and the saint’s icon is
unveiled. The saint’s life is published and the date of
his or her commemoration is established. The other
Orthodox Churches are notified of the glorification
so that they can place the new saint’s name on their
calendars.
Through the prayers of all the saints, may we be
encouraged to follow their example of virtue and holiness.

