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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Dec 5
Attendance 93
Operating $2,924.00
OCA Assessments 140.00
Maintenance 120.00
Uganda 60.00
Thanksgiving Meal 12.00
Charities 165.00
WiFi 12.00
A SAD FAREWELL
With God’s grace and our prayers, we send off the Kir-
ouac Famiy who will be relocating to Texas this week. 
Words cannot express how they will be sorely missed.  
May God plant them firmly in their new location and 
bless and keep them all for many years.
CATECHUMENS TO BE RECEIVED
Please keep Michelle and Nicolina Hoover and Ashley 
Blankenship in your prayers as they prepare for their 
Chrismations next Sunday.
ST NICHOLAS CELEBRATION UPDATE
The Children’s Program will take place next Sunday, 
Dec 19 along with a Potluck Diner and a visit from St 
Nicholas. There will be no Church School.
CHRISTMAS CARD
Please see Maureen if you’d like your name on the Par-
ish Christmas Card. All monies go to charity. Today is 
the last day.
CONFESSION NOTE
Confession is in order for everyone during the Advent 
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Sunday Dec 12 25th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / Sunday of the Forefathers of the Lord
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour  
Wednesday Dec 15 Holy Prophet Haggai
   6:30 pm Vespers  Confession  
Saturday Dec 18 Martyr Sebastian
   4:00 pm Confession 
   5:30 pm Great Vespers Catechumen Confessions Confession   
Sunday Dec 19 26th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 1 / Sunday of the Ancestors of the Lord
  Readings: Heb 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-34  Matt 1:1-25
  10:00 am Divine Liturgy / Chrismations Coffee Hour  

Season. Please note the additional times scheduled and 
approach in a timely manner throughout the rest of 
Christmas Lent.
EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
The Class will not meet this week. We will begin Mod-
ule III on Tuesday, Jan 4 at 6:30 pm
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Criv-
ella, Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), the Furman family, Tim 
Price, Francis James (Anna D’s frnd), Kim H (Mary-
ann S’s friend), Paris Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), 
Bob Joss, Subdeacon Leonard, Kristin & Cameron 
Robinson, Evelyn (Maureen M’s mom), Dave Renda 
(Jim’s bro), Rosemary Bagley, suffering Christians in 
the Middle East.
Birthdays: Sarah Kleven (12/16), Joe Bagley, Lea 
Majer (12/17).
New Borns: Chloe (Ryan & Jessica), Wyatt (Brian & 
Katya), Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Mario & Beth (Val C’s son & dr-n-lw), 
Brad & Katie, Peter & Katie (Clements frnds).
Newly Illumined: William (John) Walker
Newly Departed: James Asimou (Ken & Peggy’s frnd, 
11/29),  Dr Mike Soroka (11/24), Nick D’Amato (11/20 
Jerry L’s close frnd), Michelle Blocksom (Fr Zdinak’s 
csn 11/13),  Joanne Michshaw (Paula T’s sister, 11/6), 
Joan Maty (Fr A’s frnd 11/4).



The Beatitudes Part VII — Purity of Heart
by Fr Thomas Hopko

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt 5.8). Purity of heart means to be free of all 
wicked motivations and sinful intentions, and to have no unworthy interests and self-seeking desires. It 
means to be totally free from anything which blinds and darkens the mind so that it cannot see things 
clearly and honestly. It means to be totally liberated from anything which captivates and darkens the 
soul so that it cannot reflect and shine with the pure light of God.
In another place in His Sermon on the Mount, the Lord has said:
The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is sound, your body will be full of light; but if your eye 
is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness! (Mt 7.22–23).
The pure in heart are those whose eyes are sound. The pure in heart are those who can say with the 
psalmist:
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after;  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life.
Thou hast said, “Seek ye My face!” My heart says to Thee, “Thy face, O Lord, do I seek.” Hide not 
Thy face from me (Ps 27).
To seek but one thing, the face of the Lord, is purity of heart. To will but one thing, the light of the Lord 
in the depth of one’s soul, is to live in utter purity. It is for this reason that Christ’s mother Mary is the 
image of perfect purity. The holy Virgin is “all-pure” not merely because of her bodily continence, but 
also because of her spiritual soundness. Her heart was pure. Her mind was sane. Her soul magnified 
the Lord. Her spirit rejoiced in God her Savior. Her body was His spiritual temple. For this reason God 
regarded her humility and did great things for her. For this reason all generations call her blessed. For 
this reason she is “full of grace” and the Lord is with her. For she, in her simple purity, could say to 
God: “Let it be to me according to Your word” (cf. Lk 1).
In the spiritual tradition of the Orthodox Church, purity of heart is an essential condition for union with 
God. When man’s heart is purified from all evil, it naturally shines with the light of God, since God 
dwells in the soul. This is the doctrine of the saints as expressed by Saint Gregory of Nyssa.
 . . . the man who purifies the eye of his soul will enjoy an immediate vision of God . . . it is the same 
lesson taught by the Word [i.e. Christ] when He said, “The Kingdom of God is within you” (Lk 17.21).
 This teaches us that the man who purifies his heart of every passionate impulse will see the image of 
the divine nature in his own beauty.
You must then wash away, by a life of virtue, the dirt which has clung to your heart like plaster, and 
then your divine beauty will once again shine forth (On the Beatitudes, Sermon 6).
The Apostle Paul has said the same thing in his pastoral letters.
To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and faithless nothing is pure; their minds and con-
sciences are corrupted. They profess to know God, but they deny Him by their deeds; they are detest-
able, disobedient, unfit for any good deed (Titus 1.15–16).If anyone purifies himself from what is 
ignoble, then he will be a vessel of noble use, consecrated and useful to the master . . . ready for any 
good work. So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call upon the Lord from a pure heart (2 Tim 2.21–22).


