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Sunday
Oc 10
16th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 7/ Frs of the Seventh Ecumenical Council
		 9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Saturday
Oct 16
		

Martyr Longinus
5:30 pm
Great Vespers

Confession

Sunday
Oc 17
17th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / Prophet Hosea
		Readings:
2 Cor 6:16-7:1
Luke 8:5-15
		 9:00 am
Church School
		
10:00 am
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Oct 3

Attendance
Operating
OCA Assessments
Maintenance
Icons
Uganda
Charities
Kristin Robinson
IOCC
Seminarians
WiFi

DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY

111
$3,753.00
146.00
113.00
75.00
145.00
255.00
1,215.00
60.00
230.00
38.00

Please keep Fr Andrew & Betsy LeMaster in your
prayers this week as they attend the Diocesan Assembly
at our own St. Michael’s Monday - Wednesday.
PLEDGE UPDATE

Thanks to all who have turned in their Pledge Card for
2022. Quite a few are still outstanding and we’d appreciate your timely attention to this matter.
EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

We will begin showing the Videos on Tue, Oct 19 at
6:30 pm in the Church. We will also try to zoom these
sessions as per the request of several parishoners.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Perry (Capitan), Julian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella,
Joella (LuAnn D’s dghtr), Dr Mike Soroka, our Parish
Faithful, the Furman family, Tim Price, Francis James
(Anna D’s frnd), Kim H (Maryann S’s friend), Paris

Santone (Debbie C’s nephew), Bob Joss, Subdeacon
Leonard, Kristin & Cameron Robinson, Evelyn (Maureen M’s mom), suffering Christians in the Middle East.
Aniversaries: Chad & Meredith Nicoletti (10/12), Joe
& Ashley DiMattia (10/13).
Birthdays: Emily Medakovich (10/14).
New Borns: Seraphina (Bobby & Juliana), William
(Greg & Grace)
Expecting: Brad & Katie (Clements frnds), Ryan &
Jessica, Brian & Katya.
Newly Departed: Wesley Davis (George T’s cousin,
9/27), Marie Gaydos (Maryann S’s cousin 9/18), Fr
Anastasios (Stacy) Richter (former Rector of Holy Assumption, Canton, OH, 9/5).
Today we, the Orthodox, celebrate the annual memory
of the God-bearing Fathers who assembled in Nicea.
They laid low the godless doctrines of Arius, driving
him from the unity of the Catholic Church, and teaching us how to confess the consubstantial and co-eternal
Son of God. They expressed this clearly in the Symbol
of Faith, and we follow their divine doctrines, believing
in and serving the Son with the Father and the all-Holy
Spirit, the consubstantial Trinity and one Divinity.

— Vesperal Hymn for the Fathers —
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Looking for Something We Already Have
In the Gospel of John, 10: 17-38 Jesus responds to the pointed questions of the Jewish
leaders and the Pharisees by telling them that the answers have already been given.
In earlier verses of this chapter, Jesus refers to Himself as the “good shepherd who lays
down his life for his sheep.” He contrasts Himself to the hired hand who doesn’t really
care about the sheep. Then in the following verses He also makes it clear that the giving of
His life is an act of His free will. He tells the listening crowd that He has the power to lay
down his life, and the power to take it up again. Anyone hearing and remembering these
words would have a source of hope at the time of His crucifixion, knowing that He could
rise from the dead and “take up” His life again. Without saying it in so many words, Jesus
is telling His listeners that He is the Christ.
But there is a dispute among the people. Some say He has a demon, while others say
that nobody who had a demon could open the eyes of the blind, as Jesus has done. So
the Jewish leaders question Him: “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly.” These questioners want Him to declare His equality with God so
that they can charge Him with blasphemy.
Now Jesus tells them that they are looking for something they already have. The answer
to their question about His identity has already been given: “I told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness to me.” Again, without saying it, He is claiming to be the Son of God. He is reminding the people of the miracles and healings He has performed. Nobody but the divine Son could do such things.
Jesus also tells them why they do not believe in Him. It is because they “do not belong
to My sheep.” His next words are a beautiful description of the trust His sheep have in
Him, and the complete safety in which they live with Him: “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, and no one shall snatch them out of My hand.”
Now His hostile questioners, frustrated because they haven’t trapped Him into calling
Himself the Christ, take up stones to hurl at Him. Once again He refers to His miracles
and healings: “I have shown you many good works of the Father; for which of these do
you stone me?”
Some doubters claim that they could believe in God if only He would do miracles to
“prove” Himself. But Jesus has done that. Those doubters, like Jesus’ questioners, are looking for something they already have.

