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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Jul 14
Attendance: (Adults 96, Children 32) 128
Operating $2,849.00
OCA Assessments 125.00 
Uganda Children 90.00
Charities 90.00
Maintenance 24.00
Icons 30.0
SPECIAL WELCOME 
We welcome Fr John Adamcio who presided at Lit-
urgy this morning. Thanks, Fr John. Should be getting 
pretty use to us by now.
A GOOD NIGHT FOR A GOOD CAUSE 
The Fundraiser for the Uganda Children’s Fund will 
take place this Thursday, July 25 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
TEACHERS NEEDED 
We are in need of a 4th-5th Grade Teacher and three 
assistants for 2nd-3rd, 4th-5th and High School. 
Please see Debbie if you can help.
SUMMER CONFESSION 
Please note the special times scheduled for Confession 
in July and August and approach in a timely manner.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, John (Adam’s neph-
ew), Ted Geletka, Nina Stehnach (Fr’s frnds), Julian, 
John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Nancy, (Ruth B’s 
frnd), Joella (Lu D’s daughter), suffering Christians in 
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Sunday Jul 21 5th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 4 / Holy Prophet Ezekiel
    9:30 am  Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
Saturday Jul 27 Great Martyr & Healer Panteleimon
    5:30 pm Great Vespers Confession
Sunday Jul 28 6th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 5 / Holy Prophet Ezekiel
  Readings: Rom 12:6-14 Matt 9:1-8
    9:30 am  Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
    

Uganda Childrens Fundraiser, Thursday, July 25, 6:30-8:30 pm

the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Jim & Cindy Renda (7/25).
Birthdays: Maxim Klinar (7/21), Cameron Robin-
son (7/22), Camille Nicoletti (7/23), Kathy Galgoczy 
(7/24), Jim Schlotzer (7/26), Jim Capitan, Melissa 
Tintor (7/27).
Newborns: Connor (Tommy & Stephanie), Luna (CJ 
& Iya), Luka (Bobby & Juliana).
Our Seminarian: Deacon Brian Crivella & Family.
Newly United: Doug & Alyssa, Peter & Caitlin,  
Cameron & Kristen, Greg & Grace. 
Newly Illumined: Michael, Gregory.

What is Important and What is Not
by Fr Alexander Schmemann

When controversies are ignited and flare up in the 
Church, which happens and has happened often, alas, 
we inevitably hear appeals from Church circles to cease 
these controversies in the name of peace and love. Now, 
this would be cause for great joy, if only in these appeals 
there were no unmistakably different overtones: “Your 
controversy is not important. It is of interest to no one: 
only ‘specialists’ and ‘scholars’ can understand it, so all 
this argument leads only to seduction and harm.”



And here we must point out to these ac-
cusers something very important which they 
have apparently forgotten. They have forgot-
ten that peace and concord in the Church 
are inseparable from the Truth. An outsider 
who does not believe and is not part of the 
Church would smile and shrug his shoulders, 
“What is truth?” That is precisely Pilate’s 
question to the Savior who stood before him. 
And the Savior did not respond, because and 
“outsider” does not believe in the possibility 
of Truth. For him the truth is always rela-
tive and measured according to advantage, 
improvement or expedience. But for us who 
know and believe that the Church is founded 
on the Truth made flesh, that all her life is 
in Him who said, “I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life,” for us there is nothing in the 
Church which is unimportant, because ev-
erything is measured by this Truth and is 
subordinate to it.

Yes, there have been many controversies in 
the Church, and its earthly history is replete 
with them. They occurred not only in times 
of trouble, like ours, but also when Church 
life flowered, in the golden ages of the 
Ecumenical Councils and the Fathers of the 
Church. Only then no one would have dared 
to acknowledge anything in the Church as 
unimportant. So for this cause they debated 
and for this cause they were persecuted and 
exiled for one word, for one “iota” (an ac-
curate assessment of the Aryan controversy 
at the time of St. Athanasius the Great), that 
above all on earth they placed the Truth and 
fidelity to the Truth. And in these controver-
sies there was more true love for the Church 
and her people, whom the Lord Himself 
through His incarnation deemed worthy of 
the knowledge of the Truth — more ardor, 

more faith than in the lukewarm “latitude” 
and “tolerance” of our time, when so much 
in the Church has become the portion of the 
clergy alone and the “specialists”. We should 
not be seduced by controversies about how 
to plan our Church life in accordance with 
the Truth, because in these controversies 
there burns a living anguish for the Church 
and its destiny, but rather by the sea of indif-
ference among the Church populace itself 
which surrounds these controversies and by 
the skepticism with which even religious 
people treat these “unimportant” matters.

Of course in our controversies there is 
so much human passionateness, sinfulness 
and narrowness. They should and must be 
enlightened by prayer, love and patience. No 
one person embodies the Truth in its full-
ness, but each one is required to aspire to it, 
to call upon his spiritual intellect, his will 
and his heart to come to “the knowledge of 
the Truth.” “Put everything to the test; hold 
fast what is good,” says Paul the Apostle. And 
if in humility we attempt always to obey the 
Truth, if we try unceasingly to overcome all 
which is sinful and narrow for the sake of 
the Truth, then our controversies born of hu-
man weakness may lead to the glory of the 
Church, “for the strength of Christ is made 
perfect in weakness.”

Priest Alexander Schmemann
The Word of the Church, Paris, Decem-

ber, 1949

Translated from Russian by Robert Parent 
and first published in English in the Holy 
Trinity Cathedral LIFE, Vol.1. No. 6, Febru-
ary 1994


