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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  June 2
Attendance: (Adults 98, Children 39) 137
Operating $5,433.00
OCA Assessments 186.00 
Uganda Children 185.00
Charities 145.00
Icons 40.00
Maintenance 25.00
CONCERTS TO BE RECIEVED  
Please keep Kenneth Hockenberry and Michael Brzo-
zowski in your prayers as the prepare for their Chris-
mation next Sunday during Liturgy.
A GOOD NIGHT FOR A GOOD CAUSE  
Please mark your calendars for Thursday, July 25 
from 6:30-8:30 pm for our Annual Ugandan Children 
Fundraiser. Formerly called Ladies Night Out, the 
event is open to any and all who wish to make a dif-
ference in the dedicated efforts of Peter & Sharon in 
their work with the Saint Nicholas Uganda Children’s 
Fund. See Laura Abernathy with any questions about 
how you can help and contribute.
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCA  
In 2020, the OCA will commemorate her celebration 
of 50 Years of Autocephaly. Many events are being 
planned, Deanery wide, to mark this milestone in 
American Orthodoxy. Our Cleveland Deanery will 
celebrate the anniversary on June 13 & 14 with a 
Program and Festal Liturgy with Bishop Paul. Please 
mark your calendars. Details to follow.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, John (Adam’s neph-
ew), Ted Geletka, Nina Stehnach (Fr’s frnds), Julian, 
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— Vesper Hymn of Ascension —

Sunday Jun 9 7th Sunday of Pacha / Tone 6 / Afterfeast of Ascension / Frs of the 1st Council
    9:30 am  Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour
    1:00 pm Blessing of Graves  
Saturday Jun 15 Prophet Amos
    5:30 pm  Vigil & Litya / Conversion Service / Convert Confessions 
Sunday Jun 16 8th Sunday of Pacha / Tone 7 / Pentecost
  Readings: Acts 2:1-11 John 7:37-52; 8:12        
         9:30 am  Divine Liturgy / Chrsmtns / Prys for Frs / Knlng Prys / Coffee Hour

John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Nancy, (Ruth B’s 
frnd), Joella (Lu D’s daughter), suffering Christians in 
the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Tom & Heidi Darrah (6/9), Bob & Ev-
elyn Wick (6/13).
Birthdays: Charley Kirouac (6/9), Emilia Rausch 
(6/10), Larry Furman, Anastasia Kisha, Collin Moore, 
Ashley Dimattia (6/11), Bob Wick, (6/12), Jennifer 
Butterfield (6/13), Kristen Moore (6/14/), Elaine Tem-
pleton (6/15).
Newborns: Luna (CJ & Iya), Luka (Bobby & Juliana).
Expecting: Tom & Stephanie.
Our Seminarian: Deacon Brian Crivella & Family.
Our Catechumens: Mike Brzozowski, Ken Hocken-
berry.
Newly Illumined: Mira & Jude.

The Lord ascended to heaven to send the Com-
forter into the world! The heavens prepared his 
throne, the clouds his royal mount. The angels 
were amazed, seeing a man exalted. The Father 
awaits his Co-Everlasting Son. The Holy Spirit 
commands the angels! Lift up your heads, O you 
gates! Clap your hands all you nations, for Christ 
has ascended to where he was before!



The Ascension: The Meaning and the Fullness 
of Christ’s Resurrection
Fr Steven Kostoff
“I ascend unto My Father, and your Father, and to 
my God, and Your God” (John 20:17).

Today is the fortieth day after the glorious Resur-
rection of Christ—Ascension Thursday. The Risen 
Lord is also the Ascended Lord and, therefore, in 
the words of Father Georges Florovsky, “in the 
Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of 
Christ’s Resurrection.”  Though the visible presence 
of the Risen Lord ended forty days after His Resur-
rection, that did not mean that His actual presence 
was withdrawn. For Christ solemnly taught His 
disciples – and us through them – “Behold, I am 
with you always, to the close of the age” (Matthew 
28:20).  The risen, ascended and glorified Lord is 
the Head of His body, the Church. The Lord re-
mains present in the Mysteries/Sacraments of the 
Church. This reinforces our need to participate in 
the sacramental life of the Church, especially the 
Eucharist, through which we receive the deified 
flesh and blood of the Son of God, “unto life ever-
lasting.”

Christ ascended to be seated at “the right hand 
of the Father” in glory, thus lifting up the human-
ity He assumed in the Incarnation into the very 
inner life of God. For all eternity, Christ is God 
and man. The deified humanity of the Lord is the 
sign of our future destiny “in Christ.” For this rea-
son, the Apostle Paul could write “your life is hid-
den with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). In his 
homily on the Ascension, Saint Gregory Palamas 
(+1359) draws out some of the implications of this 
further:

“In the same way as He came down, without 
changing place but condescending to us, so He 
returns once more, without moving as God, but 
enthroning on high our human nature which He 
had assumed.  It was truly right that the first begot-
ten human nature from the dead (Revelations 1:5) 
should be presented to God, as first fruits from 
the first crop offered for the whole race of men.  
On account of our sins He was led to death, and 

for us He rose and ascended, preparing our own 
resurrection and ascension for unending eternity. 
For all the heirs of everlasting life follow as far as 
possible the pattern of His saving work on earth.  
Those who live according to Christ imitate what 
He did in the flesh. Just as He died physically, so 
in time everyone dies, but we shall also rise again 
in the flesh as He did, glorified and immortal, not 
now but in due course, when we shall also ascend, 
as Paul says, for ‘we shall be caught up,’ he says, ‘in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord’ (1 Thessalonians 4:17)”  
[The Saving Work of Christ: Sermons by Saint 
Gregory Palamas, pp. 113-114].

The words of the “two men … in white robes,” 
(clearly angels) who stood by the disciples as they 
gazed at Christ being “lifted up,” and recorded by 
Saint Luke in Acts 1:11, point toward something 
very clear and essential for us to grasp as members 
of the Church that exists within the historical time 
of the world: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.” The disciples will 
remain in the world, and must fulfill their vocation 
as the chosen apostles who will proclaim the Word 
of God to the world of the crucified and risen Mes-
siah, Jesus of Nazareth. They cannot spend their 
time gazing into heaven awaiting the return of the 
Lord. That hour has not been revealed: “It is not 
for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by His own authority” (Acts 1:7). The 
“work” of the Church is the task set before them, 
and they must do this until their very last breath. 
They will carry out this work once they receive 
the power of the Holy Spirit – the “promise of 
my Father”—as Christ said to them (Luke 24:49). 
Whatever our vocation may be, we too witness to 
Christ and the work of the Church as we await the 
fullness of God’s Kingdom according to the times 
or seasons of the Father.


