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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Nov 24
Attendance: (Adults 150, Children 37) 187
Operating $3,866.00
OCA Assessments 258.00 
Uganda Children 35.00
Maintenance 134.00
Charities 50.00
Memorial 25.00
Icons  20.00
ADULT CLASS
The Tuesday Evening Adult Class will not meet this 
weekdue to Frs absence for the Bishop’s Council in 
Chicago.
ADVENT CONFESSION
Confession is in order for everyone during Christmas 
Lent. Please note the special times scheduled for Con-
fession and approach in a timely manner.
ADVENT CHURCH SCHOOL PROJECT
As is our custom, we’re providing new outfits for the 
Ugandan Children. We’re hoping to collect $18.00 for 
each of the seventy one children on the list this year. 
The Christmas Tree is up in the hall with an ornament 
representing each child. The project is open to the par-
ish as well. See Debbie with any questions.
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ST NICK’S CELEBRATION
Special thanks to Paula Tintor and her crew and all 
who helped with set-up and decorations for the St  
Nick’s Celebration. Laura Abernathy, Miranda Ober-
hausen and the Cast & Crew of One Shoe Productions 
for the play.
COOKIE / FOOD SALE
Please drop off your cookies Thursday & Friday eve-
ning. Don’t forget the ‘Ingredients Card.’ Also, any 
help at the sale is greatly appreciated. Thanks.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Perry (Capitan), Sbdcn Leonard, John (Adam’s 
nephew), Ted Geletka, Nina Stehnach (Fr’s frnds), Ju-
lian, John Clements, Sarah Crivella, Joe, Alexandria 
(Dzura), Scott Strunk (Gloria H’s frnd), Alice Hadzin-
sky, suffering Christians in the Middle East.
Birthdays: Alexander Kozikov, Jean Murphy (12/8) 
Matthew Bailey (12/11), Vavara Zasukhina (12/13).
Expecting: Ryan & Valeria, Cole & Sarah, Tom & 
Miranda, Mitch & Winnie, James & Lisa, Joe & Ash-
ley, Vitaly & Luba.
Newly Departed: Ethel Gaines (Maizie, Chris Mc-
Naughten’s stepmom, Holly Kirouac’s grandma).

Happy Saint Nicholas Day!

Sunday  Dec 8 25th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 7 / St Nicholas the Wonderworker 
  10:00 am  Divine Liturgy  St Nick’s Dinner & Program

Wednesday Dec 11  Ven Daniel the Stylite 
    6:30 pm  Prefestal Vespers  Confession 

Saturday Dec 14 The martyrs Thrysus, Leucic & Callinicus 
    5:30 pm  Vigil of St Nicholas  Confession

Sunday  Dec 15 26th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / The Forefathers of the Lord 
  Readings:  Col 3:4-11  Lk 14:16-24
    9:00 am Church School
  10:00 am  Divine Liturgy  Coffee Hour



by Dcn George Shumaik
The Word on Words
If we were challenged to pick only one characteristic of 
mankind that sets us apart from other living things, it 
would arguably be the ability to communicate through 
speech. We know other creatures make contact within a 
species through their senses that can be thought of as a type 
of language. Think of the elegance of the beehive or the 
majesty of a pod of dolphins.  

 Only we humans have words, tiny building blocks 
strung together to convey the most abstract of ideas. 
Speech is anatomically elegant. A thought is given expres-
sion by a column of air forced across a reed in our throat 
and sculpted by our tongue to resonate in the ear of a 
listener with meaning. Moreover, we possess a plethora of 
languages and dialects fashioned over time by geography 
and culture. These developments are thought by many to 
be purely the product of a random evolutionary process 
over millennia.   

From a Christian viewpoint, the ability to speak is a 
grace, a gift from God. In the Genesis story, God as Father 
literally speaks the cosmos into existence. “And then God 
said” appears ten times in Chapter 1 alone. The agent of 
creation is the Son who “in the fullness of time” will enter 
corporal existence as the man Jesus, the Christ, the Logos 
which means Word in Greek.   

 Completing the mystery of the Trinity, we also have the 
Holy Spirit who is “everywhere present and fills all things”.  
Man is created by the divine unity of that plurality – “Then 
God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness.”  (Gen 1:26) 

 Fom the loftiest theological perspective, we are given 
speech primarily to render praise and give thanksgiving to 
God.  In the words of Father Alexander Schmemann, we 
are created as “doxicological eucharistic beings”. We are 
called to be stewards of all God’s gifts including our words. 
We can use words to express acclaim, thanks and love, to 
transmit knowledge and render kindness. Yet we fall rou-
tinely into the chasm of “idle talk” with our words squan-
dered at a minimum in vain babbling or at the worst as 
“drawn swords” full of gossip, rancor and enmity. The word 
idle in Greek is ‘argon’ which literally means ‘not working’. 
Other biblical translations use the synonyms careless, use-
less, lazy and unproductive.    

 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the Day of Judgment. 
For by your words you will be justified, and by your words 
you will be condemned.” (Matt 12:36-37).  

 This passage of scripture is well known and oft quoted. 
It is useful to understand the context and to whom Jesus 
is speaking to fully understand this  (con’t p. 2) admoni-
tion. Christ is chastising the Pharisees for the hypocrisy of 

their evil words as they criticize Him for performing acts of 
mercy on the Sabbath. They go so far as to accuse Him of 
being Satan! “This fellow does not cast out demons except 
by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.”  After rebuking 
their illogical accusation “as a house divided cannot stand”, 
Christ continues: 

 “Therefore, I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will 
be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will 
not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word against 
the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, 
either in this age or in the age to come. Either make the 
tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and 
its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.  Brood of vi-
pers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  A good 
man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good 
things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth 
evil things. But I say to you that for every idle word men 
may speak, they will give account of it in the Day of Judg-
ment. For by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned.” (Matt 12:31-37) 

 Notice that even in His chastisement, Christ provides 
an avenue of forgiveness for every sin and blasphemy even 
against Him, the Son of Man. The pathway is repentance, 
turning away from sin and accepting the mercy of God 
which is freely given and available to all.  Preferring the 
falsehood of an idolatry rooted in self-centeredness is the 
essence of sin against the Holy Spirit.   

 It is unforgiveable not because God is angry or desires 
punishment but because, in their persistent rejection of the 
Grace of God, some leave no room for Him to act.  He 
honors our free will even as we may pronounce condemna-
tion upon ourselves.   

 Orthodox Christian dogma is that we are temples of 
the Holy Spirit made in the image of God.  Our task in life 
is to grow into His likeness that we may become by Grace 
what He is by nature.  Our works and words reflect the 
content our heart.  Yet we are burdened by sin and assured 
that the machinations of the Evil One urge us downward. 
For as long as we have breath, we will undoubtedly speak 
our idle words offending the ear of our brother and our 
Lord.  

 Repentance and forgiveness are the only passageways 
back home. And we all know that home is where the heart 
is.  In the end, we will stand before Christ in the only 
posture available before God - silence. Let us pray that the 
words brought forth in this life from the abundant good 
treasure of our hearts are sufficient to acquit the sins of our 
untamed tongue.  Amen.   


