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ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP /  Jul 8
Attendance: (Adults 149, Children 20) 169
Operating $4,883.00
OCA Assessments 215.00 
Uganda Children 250.00
Charities 50.00
Altar Needs Memorial 150.00
IOCC 45.00
Icons 186.00
IN YOUR PRAYERS
Please keep Fr A, Debbie and Cindy Banjoff in your 
prayers this week as they travel to St Louis for the All 
American Council. They depart Sunday evening and 
return on Friday afternoon.
EMERGENCIES DURING FR’S ABSENCE
Please contact Fr Stephen Callos for any emergencies. 
Church: 216-932-3300, Home: 216-291-0185, Cell: 
216-702-4226.
AUDIT UPDATE
Our Audit for 2017 was completed with no issues. We 
thank Tom Alexander & Dan Rausch for their service.
CONFESSION NOTE
Please be planning to approach for your Summer 
Confession through August. Special times have been 
added on some Wednesdays, before some Vespers on 
Saturday and the usual time afterward.
PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +     
Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan), 
Sbdcn Leonard, Kathy (Denise F’s sis), Jim (Ruth’s 
dad), John (Adam’s nephew), Ted Geletka, (Fr’s frnd), 
infant Julian, John Clements, Willie (Elena G’s son), 
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— Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica —

Sunday Jul 22 8th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 7 / Mary Magdalene
    9:30 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour    

Saturday Jul 28 Prophet Ezekiel
    5:30 pm  Great Vespers 

Sunday Jul 29 9th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 8 / Mary Callinicus
  Readings: 1 Cor 3:9-17 Matt 14:22-34       
     9:30 am Divine Liturgy Coffee Hour   
        

Sarah Crivella, Darlene (Mary V’s csn), Nancy, (Ruth 
B’s frnd), Andy Dzura, suffering Christians in Ukraine 
and the Middle East.
Anniversaries: Jim & Cindy Renda (7/25).
Birthdays: Cammeron Robinson (7/22), Camille Ni-
coletti (7/23), Kathy Galgoczy (7/24), Jim Schlotzer 
(7/26), Jim Capitan, Melissa Tintor, Dima Povozhaev 
(7/27), Chris Schroeder Viacheslav Zasukhin (7/28).
Newborns: Matthew ( Alexandr & Olga), Nicholas 
(Jonathan & Larissa).
Expecting: Colin & Tamuna, Tom & Laura, Deanna & 
Patrick, Alexandr & Olga, Chad & Meredith, Matt & 
Michelle, Tom & Miranda, Mitch & Winnie.
Memory Eternal: Donald Starr (6/25, Scott C’s fr-in-
law).
Our Seminarian: Brian Crivella & Family.

“Why does the Lord command us to love our 
enemies and to pray for them? Not for their 
sake, but for ours! For as long as we bear 
grudges, as long as we dwell on how someone 
offended us, we will have no peace.” 



by Karen Rae Keck
The Life of Mary Magdalene

St. Mary Magdalene, called by the Orthodox 
Church both Myrrh-bearer and Equal-to-the-Apos-
tles, is commemorated on July 22, as well as with 
the other Myrrh-bearers on the second Sunday after 
Easter. Born in the seaport town of Magdala on the 
Sea of Galilee, she played an important role during 
Christ’s ministry, crucifixion, and resurrection.

The Gospels provide the little that we know about 
St. Mary Magdalene, from whom Christ cast out 
seven demons. St. Mary and other wealthy women 
followed Christ and “provided for them out of their 
means” (Luke 8:1-3). According to the Gospel ac-
counts (Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:40; Luke 
23:49; John 19:25), she and other women follow-
ers were present at the crucifixion. They watched 
where Christ was laid, and made plans to come to 
the tomb on the following day to perform the ritual 
for anointing the dead and preparing the body for 
burial.

In the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, St. Mary 
and the women with her are instructed by the angel 
at the tomb to go and proclaim the good news of 
the resurrection to the male disciples. St. Mark, in 
his Gospel, recounts that St. Mary was the first to 
see and speak with the risen Christ. In the Gospel 
of John, Jesus Himself tells her to go to the apostles 
with the gospel (thus, many call her the “Apostle to 
the Apostles”). Her meeting with the risen Christ 
outside His tomb is one of the most touching scenes 
in the Gospel of St. John.

 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-
ing? Whom do you seek?” Supposing Him to be the 
gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried 
Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and 
I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” 
(which means Teacher). (John 20: 15-16)

St. Gregory the Dialogist (Pope Gregory the 
Great) is believed to have begun a tradition in 
the Western Church, no accepted in the Eastern 
Church, which identified St. Mary with the “sinful 
woman” in the seventh chapter of Luke. There are 
two possible reasons for this misidentification: (1) St. 

Mary was from Magdala, a port city that had a repu-
tation for unsavory goings-on, and the reputation 
of the city may have been transferred to St. Mary; 
or (2) St. Mary is first mentioned in the Gospel of 
Luke directly following the account of the sinful 
woman (Luke 7:36-50) and so was associated with 
her. Further parallels can be drawn from the fact that 
the sinful woman is sometimes called a myrrh-bearer, 
because she anointed Christ’s feet with ointment and 
wiped them with her hair. St. Gregory also supposed 
that Mary of Bethany was the same person as St. 
Mary Magdalene.

The Orthodox Church also rejects a number of 
legends concerning the life of St. Mary that mainly 
originate from the Western medieval cults of the 
saints. One legend suggests that she was in love with 
St. John the Theologian and became a prostitute 
when he rejected her to follow Jesus (this may have 
been developed from the earlier misidentification of 
Mary with the sinful woman or from Mary’s later 
work with John in Ephesus). Another legend asserts 
that St. Mary Magdalene (thought to be Mary of 
Bethany) traveled with her sister Martha and her 
brother Lazarus to evangelize the inhabitants of Pro-
vençe, an area of modern day southern France. In 
the Middle Ages, at least three Provençal monasteries 
claimed to have her body.

For the Orthodox Church, little more is known 
of her life beyond the Gospel accounts. After Christ’s 
ascension, she is believed to have gone to Ephesus 
and evangelized with St. John the Theologian. There 
she died and was buried near the entrance to the 
tomb of the Seven Sleeping Youths. During the reign 
of the emperor Leo (which one is uncertain), her rel-
ics were transferred to the monastery of St. Lazarus, 
where an annual synaxis was celebrated for her.

By the Gospel accounts, we come to know the 
reality of St. Mary Magdalene’s love for Christ and 
her fidelity to Him during His passion, death, and 
resurrection. The Church has recognized her as a dis-
ciple and Equal-to-the-Apostles, and we ask for her 
continuing intercessions for us.


