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34th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 1 / Publican & Pharisee
9:00 am
Church School
10:00 pm
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour
Meatfare Friday
7:00 pm
Vespers of the Departed
Meatfare Saturday
9:30 am
Liturgy of the Departed
Coffee Hour
5:30 pm
Great Vespers		
35th Sunday after Pentecost / Tone 2 / Meatfare Sunday / The Last Judgement
Readings:
1 Cor 8:8-9:2
Matt 25:31-46
9:00 am
Church School
10:00 pm
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

ATTENDANCE / STEWARDSHIP / Feb 5

Attendance: (Adults 107, Children 22)
Operating
OCA Assessments
Uganda Children
Charities
Icons
Bede Memorial
Christani Memorial
IT’S A GIRL

129
3,984.00
1,234.00
120.00
106.00
133.00
25.00
1,512.00

Anastasia Vera Schelkanov was born to Luba & Vitaly
on Thursday, Feb 9 at 5:57 am, weighing 7lbs, 11ozs
and measuring 21 inches long. Everyone is doing well.
COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday, Feb 16 at 7:00 pm.
DEPARTED LIST UPDATE

In preparation for Meatfare Saturday on Feb 18, please
make sure that your family list of your departed loved
ones is up to date. See Subdeacon Leonard if you need
to make additions.
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS

Be planning now to be together on Sunday, Feb 26
at 5:00 pm for the beginning of Great Lent at the
Forgiveness Sunday Vespers. The beautiful hymns
follwed by the Rite of Forgiveness offer each of us an
opportunity to ‘begin the fast with joy’ and embark on
the Lenten Journey with a firm resolve.

PRAYER CORNER + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Eleanor Alexander (Tom’s mom), Perry (Capitan),
Bess (Chongris grndma), Bruno, Subdeacon Leonard,
Jim, (Denise F’s bro), Fr Ted Bobosh, Helen Cicmanski (Andy D’s mom), Linnea Kaminsky (Matt’s mom),
Linda Stiscak (Furman sis-n-law), Jim (Ruth’s dad),
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan, Sharon Georges, Margaret Pellack, Michael (Chongris nphw), Ted Geletka,
Betty Sapp, Russ Bechkoviak, suffering Christians in
Ukraine and the Middle East.
Birthdays: Matt Kaminsky (2/12), George Tintor
(2/13), Barry Sabol, Pamela Roth (2/14), Calin Lechinton (2/16), Laura Abernathy, Evangeline Kingsbury (2/17), Debbie Clements, Anna Dombrovskaya
(2/18).
Newborns: Elizabeth (Chris & Vallerie), Anastasia
(Vitaly & Luba), Cecilia (Patrick & Deanna), Moses
(Ben & Margaret).
Expecting: David & Maria, Zach & Venessa, Tom &
Laura, Bobby & Juliana, CJ & Iya, Patrick & Deanna,
Tim & Ashley.
Our Seminarian: Brian Crivella & Family.
Our Missionsary: Peter Georges.
Memory Eternal: Matushka Juliana Schmemann
(1/29), Mary Christani (1/27).
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The Gospels: Encountering Christ
by Fr Stephen Kostoff

I first would like to address the issue of our familiarity with
a given Gospel text, and how that (supposed) familiarity
can lead to the tempting thought that we already know a
given passage thoroughly. I am not concerned with how
well we may know the words of a given passage—perhaps
we know them practically “by heart!”— or even the over-all
story-line. I am referring to the deep inner meaning of a
given passage. We may not distinguish between the two,
and thus be convinced that since we know the words and
events of a given passage so thoroughly, there may not be
much more to learn about it. I am convinced that this is a
temptation.
There is a saying, “familiarity breeds contempt.” Obviously, no one will feel “contempt” for any passage of the
Gospel regardless of how well it is known! But, familiarity could breed indifference or neglect, leading to a certain
lack of vigilance in approaching a given passage. Such an
attitude can also make the passage somewhat stale or stagnant in our minds, even unintentionally.
I would first say that “subjectively” we hardly ever approach a given text—any text—from the exact same perspective. (We could, of course, say the same thing about
looking at a work of art or listening to a piece of music).
And I believe that this is even a more significant when
approaching the Gospels. That is because we are always
changing and because we bring such a complex set of life
circumstances to any given text of the Gospel that we carefully read. As human beings, we are ever-changing beings,
not simply static or unchanging. If life is going well for us,
we read a text in a certain light; yet if life is not going so
well, we will read that same text quite differently. Those
two factors could change the level of urgency with which
we approach any given Gospel text.
This recognition of never approaching the same text
from an identical perspective is made clear by our aging
process. Surely, how we read a given passage at twenty
years of age will not be the same as the decades of our lives
unfold. I am quite certain that hearing the story of Zacchaeus while now over sixty years of age is quite different
from when I first became a priest at the age of around thirty. In fact, it must surely change from year to year! This
process of maturity through the aging process will hopefully lead to an ever-expanding and ever-deepening appreciation for any given passage, and a sure realization that the
Gospels are inexhaustible in their meaning.
It is good to study the Gospels from an “objective”
point of view, though that can only go so far. What I mean

is that it is very important to understand the historical, social and religious background of the Gospels, what we today call “context.” Certainly, this makes the text so much
more alive for us, and it yields a good deal of helpful interpretation. That Zacchaeus was a publican/tax-collector,
and that he was most probably despised for that reason,
is a very significant part of his story. It brings that much
more “drama” to his eventual conversion—even a genuine
poignancy. The conflict between how Jesus was reading
and interpreting the Law and how that differed from the
reading/interpretation of the Pharisees, as another example,
is also a very significant factor. This underlying difference
also plays a role in the account of Zacchaeus and how the
“crowd” saw him and how Jesus saw him.
Yet, for all of its importance, if we reduce the Gospels to
this historical, social and religious context, or we rely too
heavily on that, then this very “objectivity” can obscure the
deeper meaning of a given passage. We must somehow always realize that the Gospels are speaking to each and every
one of us directly. If we do not, or cannot, see or feel that,
then we cannot boast of knowing the Gospels well—or at
all. We cannot know a given passage unless or until we
realize that it is saying something to us today—or better,
that it is challenging us today in our attitudes, in our selfcenteredness, in our complacency, or even in a defensive
self-justification for our sins and a refusal to change. Thus,
the story of the conversion of Zacchaeus speaks to us today
about our level of desire for God and for conversion, while
revealing to us how compassionate and merciful Christ is
and how the grace of God offers us is so potentially lifetransforming. It is a living text that cannot be reduced to
its meaning in the past.
I would simply add that our veneration of the Gospels
as the Word of God should always fill our minds and hearts
not only with a deep respect for the Gospels, but with a
deep and abiding love for the Lord—the eternal Word of
God—Who is revealed to us in any given text, and with a
desire to know Him as deeply as possible. Approaching the
Gospels with a prayerful mind and heart is also of great importance. We could use the Prayer before the Gospel from
the Liturgy before reading, or offer inwardly a short form
of that prayer.
We are encountering Christ—or being encountered by
Christ—when we sit down and open up the Gospels, in
the hope of being nourished with the “words of eternal
Life” [John 6:68].

