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WEEKEND SCHEDULE STARTING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Saturday Evening: Great Vespers at 5:30pm, followed by confessions
Sunday Morning: Church School at 9am, Hours at 9:40am, Divine Liturgy at 10am

MAJOR FEASTS & EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER:

August 31 & September 1: Services for the Indiction
September 7 & 8: Services for the Nativity of the Theotokos (Major Feast)
September 13 & 14: Services for the Exaltation of the Cross
(Major Feast &3 Strict Fast Day)

September 20: Beginning of Church School (Sunday schedule changes today!)
September 20: Monthly Meeting with Catechumens
September 29: Tuesday Evening Book Group Starts

(We are reading Earthen Vessels by Archimandrite Gabriel Bunge; a// are invited to join)

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEXT MONTH’S MAJOR EVENTS:

September 30 & October 1: Services for the Protection of the Theotokos
October 5 to 7: Diocesan Assembly meets at Archangel Michael Church
October 18: Monthly Meeting with Catechumens after Liturgy
October 24: St Demetrius Soul Saturday: Panikhida for Parish Founders before Vespers
October 26 & 27: Services for St Olga of Alaska
October 30 & 31: Services for St John of Chicago (7BA4)
October 31: Mel Tintor Annual Blood Drive




“BLESS THE CROWN OF THE YEAR WITH
THY GOODNESS”: A SHORT CATECHESIS
ON THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW YEAR

...The festive celebration of the New Year on
September 1 is testified to in the Typicon of the Great
Church. On this day, the Church recalls the episode
in Luke 4 that talks about how Jesus Christ read the
prophecy of Isaiah about the coming of the acceptable
year of the Lord (Is. 61:1-2) in the synagogue in
Nazareth. In this reading, the Byzantines saw the
Lord’s instruction to celebrate the New Year. ... This
same Gospel pericope about the preaching of Jesus
Christ was read by the Patriarch in a special festive rite
celebrated on September 1. This Gospel is appointed for
the Divine Liturgy on September 1 in the Orthodox
Church today as well.

This feast is associated with the Old Testament
tradition of the feast mentioned in the book of
Leviticus: And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak
unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in
the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a
memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation. Ye
shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering
made by fire unto the LORD (Lev. 23:23-25).

According to Judaism, the first month of the calendar
year is Nisan. All religious festivals are counted from it.
They calculate it starting from the seventh month

(Tishrei), when Rosh Hashanah—the Jewish New
Year—is celebrated.

It should be noted that this isn’t the only Old Testament
episode connected with this feast. It was in this month
that Noah’s Ark came to rest on Mt. Ararat (Gen. 8:4).
It was in this month that Moses descended from Mt.
Sinai with the tablets of the Covenant (Ex. 34:29). It
was in this month that the construction of the
Tabernacle of the Lord began (Ex. 35), where the High
Priest entered into the Holy of Holies but once a year.
There were many other, no less important episodes of
sacred history. ...

Creator of the universe

The troparion and kontakion [of the feast] devote
special attention to some immutable truths of creation:
The Lord is the Creator of all creation: “O Fashioner of
all creation, Who in Thine authority hast appointed the
times and seasons.”

Immutable Christian truth asserts that the world was
created by God: For by Him were all things created, that

are in Heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible (Col. 1:16).

... Then it speaks about the act of creating time. By His
power, the Lord laid down and established times and
years—periods, timeframes.

“Bless the crown of this year with Thy goodness”

After that comes a prayerful petition with the words of
King David from Psalm 64:12: Thou crownest the year
with Thy goodness. St. Athanasius the Great interprets
this passage thus: “T'he time of the coming age is called
the year, and it is called the crown of goodness because
in it the saints will be crowned with great grace.” This is
a petition to bless the crown (from the Greek
stéphanos—the completed cycle of the seasons) with the
goodness and mercy of the Lord.

The troparion ends with a traditional prayer request for
the preservation of men—the chosen people of God,
true Christians—in peace and salvation, by the prayers
of the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.

“‘Who livest in the highest, Maker of all things,

visible and invisible”

The kontakion of the feast begins with the words: “O
Christ our King Who livest in the highest.” The royal
title of the Savior signifies the teaching about the royal
dignity of Christ. In Revelation, Christ is called King of
Kings and Lord of Lords (Rev. 19:16).

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator and Maker. These

synonyms are used for greater affirmation.

Then the line about God’s creations continues. The
fourth day of creation is recalled, when the heavenly
luminaries were created: the sun, the moon, and the
stars to rule the day and night (Gen. 1:14-19). The
times and seasons mentioned in the troparion for the
teast, as well as the petition for the blessing of the crown
of the year are reflected in the kontakion, thereby calling
the faithful to give special attention to the need for
God’s blessing before the beginning of the New Year.

skekok

With their bright imagery, the troparion and kontakion
for the celebration of the Beginning of the Indiction
draw attention to the majesty of God. These liturgical
texts remind the faithful that He is the Creator and
Maker of the visible and invisible worlds. Focusing the
gaze of the faithful upon the crown of the Lord’s year,
the troparion and kontakion call Orthodox Christians
to ever remember that we must thank God for
everything and entreat His blessing on all our daily




works, before every New Year, before every new cycle of
years.

(Retrieved online from. https://orthochristian.com/148236.html).

PARISH PRAYER LIST
For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),

the residents of St Herman’s House ¢ those who
serve them; Archpriest Jan & the faithful of St
Theodosius ~ Cathedral;  Archpriest ~ Marcus,
Archpriest Peter, Priest Alexander, Priest Caleb,
Archpriest Stephen, Deacon Nicholas, Deacon
Ambrose, Deacon John, and the faithful of St John of
the Ladder Church; Mary Ann S.; Hanah, Viktor,
Michael (requested by Lea M.); Maria (friend of Anna
K)); Michael (Anna K’s cousin); Ludmila (Anna K’s
aunt); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Carol (Maria J.’s mother,
for healing); Carson (Cassian John); Loren & his
foster-parents Melvin & Mary Ann (friends of the
Smith family); Julian R.; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Dennis
R. (friend of the Dzuras, for healing); Elizabeth (for
healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B., for healing); the infant
Judah (great nephew of Nick C., for healing); Janice
(Laurie A.’s mother, for healing); Jeftrey F. (Subdeacon
Daniel’s uncle, for healing); Yuri (Iryna G.’s nephew);
Victor (Iryna G.’s nephew); Anna (friend of Iryna G.);
Katie (friend of Peggy W., for healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s
brother, for healing); Angie (for healing); James H. (for
healing); Brianna (Miranda O.s sister, for healing);
Nancy (Subdeacon David’s aunt); Millie (friend of
Suzanne G.); Gerald (brother of Maureen M.); Carol
(friend of Val C., for healing); Brian (friend of Val C., for
healing); Esther (Michelle H.’s grandmother); Helen
(Michelle H.’s great aunt); Pani Laryssa (wife of Priest
John, recently reposed) & her children, Avah, Sebastian,
& Christopher; Pani Dawn S. (wife of Archpriest Mark,
recently reposed); Miriam (Sue H.’s sister); Jessica C. (for
healing); the Christians who are suffering in Ukraine,
the Middle East, Africa, & throughout the world

Expecting Parents: Peter & Sara; Rachel & Weston

Catechumens: Adults: Christina R., Catherine M.,
Gia (Emelia), Morgan (Nonna), Matt (Martin), Jordan
(John Chrysostom), Bryan (Anthony), Denny (Justin)
(s Payton (Nonna), Jacob, Neal (Ignatius);mAnthony
(Uriel), Gabriel & Kayla (Juliana); Christopher (John);
Brett (Theophan) & Lena (Anna); Malik (Michael);
Children: Dominic (David) (& Grace (Monica),
William (Sergius), & Andrew (Isaac), Charli (Cecelia),
Noelle (Catherine) & Sophia

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya);
Abraham Nikolai (son of Joseph & Venessa); Samuel
James (son of Jacob & Molly); Corduroy (David) (son of
Tess & Drew); Ava Grace (daughter of John & Lindsay)

Newly illumined: Anna Marie, Lucy June, Bradley
Alexander, Josephina Marie, Mark (Aurelius) T,
Conner (Matthew) E., Anne S., Jacob (Nektarios) B.,
Lance (Jacob) M., Lucia Marie, Anna Sophia,
Theodore

In the military: Kenneth H., Patrick M., Edward
(Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew),
James C., Alex (John) W., Christopher (érother of
Lena H.)

Departed: Reader David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mat.
Emiko (friend of Mike & Laura A.), Gary (cousin of
Maureen M.), Brenda (Kathy C.s sister-in-law), Rita
(friend of Ruth B.), Dana S. (friend of Katie M.),
Archpriest Mark S. (friend of Fr Mark), Paul K.
(Morgan K’s husband), Elena (from of Anna D.), Priest
John Charest

Birthdays in September: 1*: Anna Gordon; 3*: Ruth
Bede; 4™: Benjamin Zadd; 5%: Jared Lemaster; 7%:
Andrew Dzura, William Walker, Vera Jane Kormos;
10%: Leonard Heim III, Elizabeth Povozhaev, Joelle
Smith; 11%: Eliana Kingsbury; 12%: Tim & Jim Renda;
14" Ted Kisha; 15" Linda Halligan, Maddi Visnick;
16™: Abby Moore; 18" Elaine Kisha; 19*: Mary Valko,
Maureen Medakovich, Jenny Cunningham; 21%:
Suzanne Gubser; 22™: Marcus Covelli; 23 Gloria
Sieloff; 25%: Silvia Nicoletti; 26": Eleanor Hoover; 27%:
Dale Fross; 30™: Thomas Oberhausen, Charlotte
Hoover

Marriage Anniversaries in September: 1°: Lea & Scott
Hoffacker; 3*: Leonard & Donna Heim, Tess ¢ Drew

Cressman; 4™: Rachel & Weston Szalay; 5*: Anna &
Sasha Kozikov, Priest Paul ¢& Mat. Sarah Schlafer; 9™:
Dale & Denise Fross, Nicholas ¢ Abrea Monda; 11
Mary Ann (Valko) & Shane Clouse; 19*: Ron & Gloria
Sieloff; 28™: Kevyn & Pamela Roth

Anniversaries of Repose in September: Mary
Koptionak (Sepz. 1, 1984); Frank Bacso (Sepz. 3, 1977);

John Morton (Sepz. 4, 1978); Anne Lynch (Sepz. 6,
2019); Helen Palumbo (Sepr. 7, 2012); Charles
Alusheft (Sepr. 8, 2001); Margarette Fross (Sepz. 9,
2011); Mary Ratica (Sepr. 12, 1997); Katherine Galajda
(Sept. 13, 1986), Steve Hadzinksy (Sepr. 15, 2001);
Edward Svigel (Sepz. 16, 1985); Charlotte Stark (Sepz.
23, 2003); Christina Alusheft (Sepz. 25, 1985); Frank
Sheranko (Sepz. 26, 2002); Elizabeth Weaver (Sepz. 29,
1986)




Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church

9650 Johnnycake Ridge Rd, Mentor, OH 44060

SEPTEMBER 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Aug 30 Aug 31 1 2 3 4 5
13th Sunday after
Pentecost & St The Indiction
Alexander Nevsky (New Year)
9:10am Hours
9:30am Liturgy 8:40am Hours
9:00am Liturgy
6:00pm Great 5:30pm Great
Vespers Vespers &
Confessions
Fast Fast
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
14th Sunday after Forefeast of the THE NATIVITY OF | Righteous Ancestors Saturday before the
Pentecost Nativity of the THE THEOTOKOS | of God, Joachim & Exaltation & Leave-
Theotokos Anna taking of the Nativity
9:10am Hours Hall floor being 8:40am Hours of the Theotokos
9:30am Divine stripped and resealed |9:00am Divine
Liturgy this morning Liturgy
6:00pm Festal
Vespers with Lity 5:30pm Great
Vespers & Confession
Fast: Wine & Oil Fast
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
15th Sunday after | THE EXALTATION
Pentecost, Sunday OF THE CROSS
before the Exaltation,
Founding of the 8:40am Hours
Church of the 9:00am Divine
Resurrection Liturgy
9:10am Hours 6:30pm Parish 5:30pm Great
9:30am Churching & Council Meeting Vespers & Confession
Divine Liturgy
5:30pm Festal Vigil |Strict fast: Wine & Fast Fast
with Lity oil
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
16th Sunday after Leave-taking of the Conception of St New Martyrs of St. Sergius of Repose of St John the
Pentecost Exaltation John the Baptist Alaska Radonezh Theologian
9:00am Church
School
9:40am Hours
10:00am Liturgy 6:30pm Choir 5:30pm Great
After Liturgy: Practice Vespers & Confession
Meeting with
Catechumens (church Fast: Wine & oil Fast: Fish, wine, &
etiquette) oil
27 28 29 30 Oct 1 Oct 2 Oct 3
17th Sunday after Protection of the
Pentecost Theotokos
9:00am Church 8:40am Hours
School 9:00am Divine
9:40am Hours Liturgy
10:00am Divine 7:00pm Book Group |6:00pm Great 5:30pm Great
Liturgy (Earthen Vessels) Vespers Vespers & Confession
Fast Fast

Please consult our online calendar for changes.




