St Nicholas Orthodox Church

A Parish Church of the Diocese of the Midwest
of the Orthodox Church in America
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/

Parish Rector: Fr Mark Therrien + (216) 678-8181 + fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com

SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026

Sunday, April 19 Anti-Pascha (The Sunday of St Thomas)

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Making of Catechumens & Divine Liturgy
1p Grave Blessings

** MONDAY, APRIL 20 TO THURSDAY, APRIL 23: FR MIARK AWAY AT THE DIOCESAN CLERGY CONVOCATION **

** MONDAY, APRIL 20 TO FRIDAY, APRIL 24: MEN’S BATHROOM BEING REMODELED **

Friday, April 24
Saturday, April 25

Sunday, April 26

Saturday, May 2
Sunday, May 3

Tuesday, May 5
Wednesday, May 6

Thursday, May 7
Friday, May 8

Saturday, May 9
Sunday, May 10

6p Great Vespers

Feast of the Holy Apostle & Evangelist Mark
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 5:30p Great Vespers (& Confessions

3rd Sunday of Pascha: The Myrrb-bearing Women
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions

4th Sunday of Pascha: The Paralytic
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

6p Great Vespers

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy & Lesser Blessing of Waters

St Alexis of Wilkes-Barre & Minneapolis
The Holy Apostle & Evangelist John the Theologian
5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions

5th Sunday of Pascha: Samaritan Woman
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy

His VICTORY IS OUR VICTORY
A Homily on Pascha by St Innocent of Kherson

Christ is Risen!

So, brethren, He is Risen! Risen in and of the truth! The
stone was very great but couldn’t conceal the Fountain of
life; the guard couldn’t hold the Lion of the tribe of Judah
(Rev. 5:5) in the bonds of death; the seal of Caiaphas
melted from the fire of God’s righteousness! No more than
three days was it fitting for the Son of Man to remain in

the heart of the earth (Mt. 12:40), yet even this brief span
was shortened to the utmost. For the time that passed from
the Lord’s death to His Resurrection falls on three days,
yet in itself amounts to less than forty hours. Thus was
hastened the triumph of truth over falsehood and slander,
of innocence over malice and injustice! ...

On Golgotha, it seemed the entire order of the world—
both moral and sensible—had been overturned, yet there
it was fully restored! In the tomb of Jesus, it appeared that
all holy hopes had been buried forever, yet there they were




confirmed for all eternity!

So, then look up, and lift up your heads (Lk. 21:28), you who,
like your Lord, suffer for truth and righteousness: The fate
of all those who truly bear the Cross is seen in His fate!
There is a God, the judge of the earth, the avenger of the
innocent and defender of the righteous! There’s a law that
no Caiaphas or Pilate can obscure or overthrow! Human
malice is capable of many things: It can deprive you of your
good name, plunge you into poverty, burden you with
chains, cover you with sores, and raise you onto the cross;
it can seal your very tomb and surround it with guards—
but here lies the end of all persecution and all injustice!
‘Though destroying your body, the malice of enemies can’t
touch your spirit, can’t change a single good thought, a
single holy feeling in you without your will—this is your
property, inalienable and eternal!

There is one lawgiver over your immortal spirit, Who is able
to save and to destroy (Jas. 4:12); Him Who made it
immortal, “Him alone fear” (Lk. 12:5). For He, in case of
faithlessness and impenitence, can cast not only your body
but also your soul into the fiery Gehenna. And everything
else on earth, however fearsome and powerful it may be, is
tearsome only to those who live for the earth, not to those
whose life is in God, whose hopes are in Heaven, whose
treasure is in their conscience, and whose delight is in the
Gospel. A few years of suffering, struggle, and purification
will pass, and you, like the Savior, will be brought to where
there is neither sickness, nor sorrow, nor sighing—where
only truth abides, wherein dwelleth righteousness (2 Pt.
3:13), and where all that was endured on earth is rewarded
so richly that you don’t even remember your former
afflictions for the joy now before you.

And is this not, brethren, what inspired all the ascetics of
piety who, like the great Author of our salvation now risen
from the tomb, were always persecuted by the world! For I
know that He is eternal Who is about to deliver me, and to raise
up upon the earth my skin that endures these sufferings (Job
19:25-26), Job once said—and upon his dunghill he
blessed the name of the Lord! For I know Whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him until the day of His coming (2
Tim. 1:12), Paul once wrote—and joyfully went to prison
and was put to the sword! Let us too, brethren, as often as
possible turn our gaze to the face of the Risen Lord. If
we're His true followers, the world will inevitably pursue
us with its malice and temptations. Who then will inspire
us with courage, if not He, our Lord and Savior, Who
ascended the Cross for us? His battle is our battle, and His
victory is our victory: What happened to Him will happen
to all of us, if we suffer with Him, that we may be also
glorified together! (Rom. 8:17). Amen.

(Retrieved online: https.//orthochristian.com/176897. html)

PARISH PRAYER LIST

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), the
residents of St Herman’s House {5 those who serve them;
our seminarian, Priest Paul, Mat. Sarah, Simon, Michael,
Nikolai, & Anna Sophia; Archpriest Jan & parishioners of
St 'Theodosius; Mary Ann S.; Hanah, Viktor,
Michael (requested by Lea M.); Maria (friend of Anna K.);
Michael (Anna K.’s cousin); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Joe
(Gloria H.’s brother); Carol (Maria J.’s mother, for healing),
Carson (Cassian John); Loren & his foster-parents Melvin
& Mary Ann (friends of the Smith family); Julian R.; Joe
(Andy D.’s brother); Dennis R. (friend of the Dzuras, for
healing); Elizabeth (for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B., for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); the infant Judah
(great nephew of Nick C., for healing); Laurie A. (for healing),
Janice (Laurie A.’s mother, for healing); Jeftrey F. (Subdeacon
Daniel’s uncle, for healing); Yuri (Iryna G.’s nephew); Victor
(Iryna G.’s nephew); Anna (friend of Iryna G.); Katie (friend
of Peggy W., for healing); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother, for
healing); Angie Ardo (for healing); James H. (for healing),
Katie Horabik (for healing); the Christians suffering in
Ukraine, the Middle East, Africa, & throughout the world

Birthdays: 4/24: Patrick Miller; 4/25: Dominik
Povozhaev; 4/27: Peggy Walker, Meredith Janek; 4/30:
Michael Clements; 5/2: Chad Nicoletti; 5/5: Alec Moore,
Sofia  Schelkanov, Raphael Kucmanic; 5/8: David
Schroeder; 5/9: Subdeacon Daniel Rausch

Expecting Parents: Tess {& Drew; John & Lindsay; Peter
{g Sara; Jacob (& Molly

Catechumens: Christina R., Catherine M.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Jasmine
(daughter of Renee & Tristan); Abraham Nikolai (son of
Joseph & Venessa); Anna Sophia (daughter of Fr Paul and
Mat. Sarah); Lucia Marie (daughter of Reader Alexander &
Emily); Theodore (son of Alex & Jon); William (Sergius) S.,
Andrew (Isaac) S. (sons of Scott and Anne)

Newly illumined: Anna Marie, Lucy June; Bradley
Alexander; Josephina Marie, Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner
(Matthew) E., Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B., Lance
(Jacob) M.

In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Ma.
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C.

Anniversary of Repose: Michael Galayda (April 27, 1986),
Richard Mirauntz (May 2, 2021), Dorothy Fall (May 7,
2001), Andrew Ratica (May 7, 2003)

Departed: Rdr. David (Debbie C.’s brother), Luke (regst'd
by Ruth B.); Mat. Emiko (friend of Mike & Laura A.);
Priest George Kuzara (friend of Fr Mark & Mat. Olena);
Joseph Wade (newly reposed son of Fr Matthew &
Khouria Kelly Wade—friends of Fr Mark & Mat. Olena)




