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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2026 
Sunday, March 29 The Fifth Sunday of the Great Fast: St Mary of Egypt 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy of St Basil the Great 
After Liturgy: Breaking-down of the classrooms || 5p Unction (at St Nicholas in Mogadore) 

Tuesday, March 31 The Repose of St Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts, & Apostle to America 
6p Presanctified Liturgy (at St Innocent Church) || 6:30p Choir Practice (at St Nicholas) 

Wednesday, April 1 4-5:30p Confessions || 6p Presanctified Liturgy 
Friday, April 3 3p Confessions for Children and Those Soon-to-be-Illumined 

6p Reception into the Church & Presanctified Liturgy (confessions also heard during liturgy) 
Saturday, April 4 Lazarus Saturday 

8:40a Hours || 9a Service of Baptism & Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 
4p Confessions (last scheduled time until after Pascha: no confessions during Holy Week) 
5:30p Festal Vespers with Lity 

Sunday, April 5 The Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) 
8:45a Festal Matins with Blessing of Palms & Procession || ca. 10a Divine Liturgy 
5:30p Matins for Holy Monday (the first service of Holy & Great Week) 

 

WEEKLY CATECHESIS 
On Obedience: The Annunciation 

By St Philaret of Moscow 
And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto 
me according to thy word. (Luke 1:38) 
… In truth, the Archangel Gabriel not only brought 
unto the Virgin Mary the word of divine annunciation, 
but also awaited from her the word of compliance. 
When he had pronounced the words of salutation, … 
then was the annunciation of the Savior of the world 
almost accomplished, … yet still he does not consider 
the work of his embassy fulfilled, for he does not hear 
the word for which he is waiting, but only, “How shall 
this be, seeing that I know not a man?” He at length 
solves the question: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee,” and then he received the desired answer, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to 

thy word.” And now only is the long-sought treasure 
found. The joyful tidings from heaven have called forth 
answering joyful tidings from earth unto heaven, blessed 
for both. The heavenly embassy has attained its end. … 
What does this mean? What means it that the 
incarnation of the Son of God is preceded by 
annunciation from heaven, and that it is not only 
proclaimed by the sovereign will of the Lord, but also 
awaits the assent of His handmaid. Is then the Almighty 
powerless to act without preparations or without 
awaiting assent? Wherefore does heaven so earnestly 
look for these earthly words, “Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord, be it unto me according to thy word”? They 
were necessary as well for the dignity of the Mother of 
the Lord, as for the very act of the incarnation of God 
the Word. 
None will doubt that in order to become the chosen 
Mother of the Lord, there was required in her, who 
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should be elected, the highest merit attainable upon 
earth. And in what can the merit of a free and reasonable 
being consist, if not in the pure and elevated aspirations 
of the mind, and in the free action of the will? They were 
necessary, that the dignity of the Mother of the Lord 
might be founded, confirmed, and revealed, for our joy 
and edification, in the Virgin Mary. Her trouble at the 
glorious salutation of the Archangel was the feeling of a 
deeply humble soul. Her restraining this trouble in silent 
meditation was a token of the wisdom, firmness, and 
tranquil exaltation of the soul. In the question, “How 
shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” there was 
revealed a constant love for the chastity of virginity. At 
length, in the final exclamation, “Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy word”, there 
was expressed the obedience of faith. 
If, as the Apostle teaches, “Christ may dwell in hearts 
by faith” (Eph. 3:17), being already near to humanity, 
and in communication with it by His incarnation; then 
how much stronger and more perfect must have been 
the faith required of the Virgin Mary in order that the 
Son of God might by His incarnation take His abode in 
her, while humanity was yet alienated through sin from 
the inaccessible glory of His Godhead. And such faith 
was found in Mary, rendering pure and perfect 
obedience accessible to her; unto a mysterious calling, 
an undoubting obedience; unto a calling unparalleled in 
its exaltation, an obedience without exultation. And this 
obedience bent her soul under the overshadowing of the 
Holy Ghost, blended her will with that of God, opened 
her heart to the power of the Highest; and the eternal 
Light came down and kindled in her a life, new, not for 
earth alone, but for heaven also, the heavenly in the 
earthly life, the eternal in the temporal, the divine in the 
human, the quickening life in the mortal life. “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 
… And thou, soul, who in a godly manner seekest thy 
salvation, be taught by the word and example of the 
most blessed Virgin to what lofty heights we are led, 
how much is achieved, how perfectly God is pleased by 
this humble and seemingly obscure virtue,—obedience 
of faith: that obedience in its high, substantial, spiritual 
sense, means the subjection of the human will, created 
and dependent, unto the divine will, creating and 
sovereign. From this we may at once perceive the duty, 
efficacy, and importance of that obedience. … From: Joseph 
Masters, trans., Philaret, Select Sermons (London: Elibron Classics, 
1873). Retrieved online: https://orthochristian.com/102471.html. (The 
text is much more extensive than what I have quoted here. If you want to 
read all of this beautiful text, the complete sermon is found at the link.) 

 

PARISH PRAYER LIST 
For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
the residents of St Herman’s House & those who serve 
them; our seminarian, Priest Paul, Mat. Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, Nikolai, & Anna Sophia; Archpriest Jan & 
parishioners of St Theodosius; Mary Ann S.; Hanah, 
Viktor, Michael (requested by Lea M.); Maria (friend of 
Anna K.); Michael (Anna K.’s cousin); Ludmila (Anna K.’s 
aunt); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Carol (Maria J.’s mother, for 
healing); Carson (Cassian John); Loren & his foster-
parents Melvin & Mary Ann (friends of the Smith family); 
Julian R.; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Dennis R. (friend of the 
Dzuras, for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); Jon (friend of 
Ruth B., for healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C., for healing); Laurie 
A. (for healing); Janice (Laurie A.’s mother, for healing); 
Jeffrey F. (Subdeacon Daniel’s uncle, for healing); Yuri (Iryna 
G.’s nephew); Victor (Iryna G.’s nephew); Anna (friend of 
Iryna G.); Katie (friend of Peggy W., for healing); Rich 
(Cindy R.’s brother, for healing); Angie Ardo (for healing); 
the Christians suffering in Ukraine, the Middle East, 
Africa, & throughout the world 
Birthdays: 3/30: Diana Kochan, Sharon Georges; 4/1: 
Mikayla Janek, Olivia Butterfield; 4/4: Lucia Bagley 
Expecting Parents: Tess & Drew; John & Lindsay; 
Peter & Sara; Jacob & Molly 
Catechumens: Christina R., Nathan L., Catherine M. 
Photizomenoi (Those preparing for illumination): Mark 
(Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Anne S.; Jacob 
(Nektarios) B., Lance (Jacob) M. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Jasmine (daughter of Renee & Tristan); Abraham Nikolai 
(son of Joseph & Venessa); Anna Sophia (daughter of Fr 
Paul and Mat. Sarah); Lucia Marie (daughter of Reader 
Alexander & Emily); Theodore (son of Alex & Jon); 
William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. (sons of Scott and 
Anne) 
Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy 
June; Bradley Alexander; Josephina Marie 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C. 
Anniversary of Repose: Betty Sapp (3/30/2017), Jerry 
Lukes (3/31/1992), Eve Schlotzer (3/31/2009), Pan 
Theophylactos (4/4/2016) 
Departed: Rdr. David (Debbie C.’s brother), Luke (reqst’d 
by Ruth B.); Mat. Emiko (friend of Mike & Laura A.); 
Priest George Kuzara (friend of Fr Mark & Mat. Olena) 


