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SERVICES ¢ EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026

Sunday, March 1

The First Sunday of the Great Fast: The Sunday of Orthodoxy

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Procession & Divine Liturgy of St Basil the Great
5p ‘Pan-Orthodox’ Vespers at St Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral in Cleveland

Tuesday, March 3

7:30p Catechism class online (topic: Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts)

Wednesday, March 4 4p-5:30p Confession || 6p Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

9a Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts || ca. 11a Confession (after liturgy & clean-up)

to increase our income, to build up a community. He also
has sent us as apostles of Orthodoxy, so that this faith,

Friday, March 6
Saturday, March 7 2nd Saturday of the Great Fast: Memorial Saturday
4p Confession || 5:30p Short Lity for the Departed & Great Vespers
Sunday, March 8 2nd Sunday of the Great Fast: St Gregory Palamas
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy of St Basil the Great
WEEKLY CATECHESIS
On the Sunday of Orthodoxy

by Fr Alexander Schmemann

Rejoicing today in the triumph of Orthodoxy on this first
Sunday of Lent, we joyfully commemorate three events:
one event belonging to the past; one event to the present;
and one event which still belongs to the future.

Lafter talking about the triumph of the past, Fr Alexander then
continues ... | Today, gathered here together, Orthodox of
various national backgrounds, we proclaim and we glorify
first of all our unity in Orthodoxy. This is the triumph of
Orthodoxy in the present. This is a most wonderful event:
that all of us, with all our differences, with all our
limitations, with all our weaknesses, can come together
and say we belong to that Orthodox faith, that we are one
in Christ and in Orthodoxy. We are living very far from
the traditional centers of Orthodoxy. We call ourselves
Eastern Orthodox, and yet we are here in the West, so far
from those glorious cities which were centers of the
Orthodox faith for centuries — Constantinople,
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow. How far are
those cities. And yet, don’t we have the feeling that
something of a miracle has happened, that God has sent
us here, far into the West, not just in order to settle here,

which historically was limited to the East, now is
becoming a faith which is truly and completely universal.

... We can see how this faith, which for such a long time
was an alien faith here, will become truly and completely
universal in the sense that we will answer the questions of
all men, and also all their questions. For if we believe in
that word: “Orthodoxy,” “the true faith”; if for one
moment we try to understand what it means: the true, the
tull Christianity, as it has been proclaimed by Christ and
His disciples; if our Church has preserved for all ages the
message of the apostles and of the fathers and of the saints
in its purest form, then, my dear friends, here is the answer
to the questions and to the problems and to the sufferings
of our world. You know that our world today is so complex.
It is changing all the time. And the more it changes, the
more people fear, the more they are frightened by the
tuture, the more they are preoccupied by what will happen
to them. And this is where Orthodoxy must answer their
problem; this is where Orthodoxy must accept the
challenge of modern civilization and reveal to men of all
nations, to all men in the whole world, that it has remained
the force of God left in history for the transformation, for
the deification, for the transfiguration of human life.




The past, the present, the future: At the beginning, one
lonely man on the cross — the complete defeat. And if at
that time we had been there with all our human
calculations, we probably would have said: “T'hat’s the end.
Nothing else will happen.” The twelve left Him. There
was no one, no one to hope. The world was in darkness.
Everything seemed finished. And you know what
happened three days later. Three days later He appeared.
He appeared to His disciples, and their hearts were
burning within them because they knew that He was the
risen Lord. And since then, in every generation, there have
been people with burning hearts, people who have felt that
this victory of Christ had to be carried again and again into
this world, to be proclaimed in order to win new human
souls and to be the transforming force in history.

Today this responsibility belongs to us. We feel that we
are weak. We feel that we are limited, we are divided, we
are still separated in so many groups, we have so many
obstacles to overcome. But ... [w]e are already in a
triumph, and may God help us keep that triumph in our
hearts, so that we never give up hope in that future event
in the history of orthodoxy when Orthodoxy will become
the victory which eternally overcomes all the obstacles,
because that victory is the victory of Christ Himself.

As we approach the most important moment of the
Eucharist, the priest says, “Let us love one another, that
with one mind we may confess....” What is the condition
of the real triumph of Orthodoxy? What is the way leading
to the real, the final, the ultimate victory of our faith? The
answer comes from the Gospel. The answer comes from
Christ Himself and from the whole tradition of
Orthodoxy. It is love. Let us love one another, that with
one mind we may confess . . . confess our faith, our
Orthodoxy. Let us, from now on, feel responsible for each
other. Let us understand that even if we are divided in
small parishes, in small dioceses, we first of all belong to
one another. We belong together, to Christ, to His Body,
to the Church. Let us feel responsible for each other, and
let us love one another. ...

At the end of the first century — when the Church was
still a very small group, a very small minority, in a society
which was definitely anti-Christian when the persecution
was beginning — St. John the Divine, the beloved disciple
of Christ, wrote these words: “And this is the victory, our
faith, this is the victory.” There was no victory at that time,
and yet he knew that in his faith he had the victory that
can be applied to us today. We have the promise of Christ,
that the gates of hell will never prevail against the Church.
We have the promise of Christ that if we have faith, all
things are possible. We have the promise of the Holy
Spirit, that He will fill all that which is weak, that He will
help us at the moment when we need help. In other words,
we have all the possibilities, we have everything that we

need, and therefore the victory is ours. It is not a human
victory which can be defined in terms of money, of human
success, of human achievements. What we are preaching
tonight, what we are proclaiming tonight, what we are
praying for tonight, is the victory of Christ in me, in us, in
all of you in the Orthodox Church in America. And that
victory of Christ in us, of the one who for us was crucified
and rose again from the dead, that victory will be the
victory of His Church.

PRAYERLIST
For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), the

residents of St Herman’s House {5 those who serve them;
our seminarian, Priest Paul, Mat. Sarah, Simon, Michael,
Nikolai, & Anna Sophia; Archpriest Jan & parishioners of
St 'Theodosius; Mary Ann S.; Hanah, Viktor,
Michael (requested by Lea M.); Maria (friend of Anna K.);
Michael (Anna K.’s cousin); Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Joe
(Gloria H.’s brother); Carol (Maria J.’s mother, for healing),
Carson (Cassian John); Loren & his foster-parents Melvin
& Mary Ann (friends of the Smith family); Julian R.;
Rosemary B; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Dennis R. (friend of
the Dzuras, for healing); Elizabeth (for healing); Jon (friend
of Ruth B., for healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C., for healing); the
Christians suffering in Ukraine, the Middle East, Africa,
{9 throughout the world

Birthdays: 3/3: Francis Janek; 3/4: Jessica Murphy
Anniversary of Chrismation: 3/4: Maureen Medakovich
Expecting Parents: Alex & Jon; Tess & Drew

Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S.,
Nathan L.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Jasmine
(daughter of Renee & Tristan); Abraham Nikolai (son of
Joseph & Venessa); Anna Sophia (daughter of Fr Paul and
Mat. Sarah); Josephina Marie (daughter of Allison & Jacob);
Lucia Marie (daughter of Reader Jared & Emily)

Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T,
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy
June; Bradley Alexander

In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Ma.
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C.

Anniversary of Repose: Iwan “John” Lagusch (3/3/2006),
Maria Glasney (3/4/1998)

Departed: Reader David (Debbie C.’s brother), Luke
(requested by Ruth B.)




