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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
Sunday, Feb. 15 The Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare) (after this day, we abstain from meat ‘til Pascha) 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
During Coffee Hour: Server Workshop on Presanctified Liturgy || TBA Teen Group 

Tuesday, Feb. 17 6:30p Choir Practice || 7:30p Catechism class (online) 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 Day of Alleluia: We add the Prayer of St Ephrem to our prayer rules today 
Thursday, Feb. 19 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 
Friday, Feb. 20 Day of Alleluia: We add the Prayer of St Ephrem to our prayer rules today 

1p Pirogi filling making 
Saturday, Feb. 21 The Saturday of Cheesefare (All Departed Righteous Ascetics) 

8a Pirogi dough making || 9a Pinching || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday, Feb. 22 The Sunday of Forgiveness (Cheesefare), & the commemoration of 1st and 2nd Findings 

of the Head of St John the Baptist (after this day, we keep a strict fast ‘til Pascha) 
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
5:30p Vespers for the Clean Monday & Prayers for the Beginning of the Forty Day Fast 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

Christ Everywhere: A Homily on the Last 
Judgement by Hieromonk Ignaty (Shestakov) 

Today we are celebrating the Sunday of the Last 
Judgment—the nearing of Great Lent, a time of ascetic 
labors, special prayers, and special gifts of grace that 
await every Christian who labors ascetically in the 
Church with self denial. We recall the event that the 
world either doesn’t know about or tries very hard to 
forget. And the devil does everything he can to make 
sure that people either don’t think about it, or don’t 
know about it, or don’t know what it will be like. This 
is an inescapable event in human history, and it will 
come for everyone … This Judgment will be unlike any 
other judgment that we have ever had to participate in 
or hear about; it will differ from those by its absolute 
justice. It will be the most just, correct, and righteous 
judgment. In the book of Job are these words: Yea, 

surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the 
Almighty pervert judgment (Job 34:12). This will not be 
a perverted judgment but true judgment, and justice will 
finally triumph at it in the life of every person; the soul 
of every person will receive exactly what it deserves, and 
nothing will be able to save it, nothing can help it to 
deceive that Judge. 
What will this be like? The Lord Jesus Christ will come 
in His glory. He has already come, but He came as the 
Son of Man, as one of us. He humbled Himself so that 
human nature might have communion with God. But 
then, when He comes He will come in glory—this is 
also called the Second Coming of the Lord. And it will 
also be judgment. He will shine in glory with the 
archangels and angels, with the righteous, and He will 
judge this world. All peoples will appear at this 
judgment and will be divided into two parts—some at 
the right, and others at the left. As it says in the Gospel, 
it will be as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. 
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Thus, on the right side will be the faithful sheep of 
Christ’s flock—people who are worthy of eternal life. 
On the left side will be those who will go to hell, to fiery 
Gehenna, eternal torment. And just hear what an 
important text was read today. People will be 
vouchsafed God’s mercy for having shown mercy in this 
life; and to do this they have to have had a certain ability 
that very few have—to see Christ in their neighbor. The 
Lord says that you will are worthy of the Kingdom of 
Heaven because you clothed Me; you fed Me when I 
was hungry; you visited Me when I was in prison; I was 
sick and you came to me. And the righteous will even be 
perplexed—how was that? We don’t remember, we 
don’t understand what you are talking about! And the 
Lord will say to them, “What you have done for your 
neighbor you have done for Me. But those on the left 
side will have a completely different fate—they to the 
contrary did none of that. And they will also be amazed 
and shocked; they will say: O Lord, we would have done 
that for You, we wanted to, we also fear You, we love 
You! But He will say to them, no, since you didn’t do 
this for any of these little ones, you are not worthy of 
eternal life. 
It is very important for all of us to see this. And right 
now is a very blessed time for this. The goal of Great 
Lent for each of us is so that we would come to our 
senses and see Christ all around us—not only in the 
icons, frescos, magnificent churches, not only in the 
priests, but to see Christ everywhere. He is all around 
us, He is everywhere, and He asks us to help Him, to 
feed Him, to clothe Him, warm Him, accept Him, and 
comfort Him. But we do not see this. Therefore the 
most important prayer this Lent could be the prayer 
with which the blind men in Gospel called out to Christ: 
O Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us! (cf. Matt. 
20:30). I want to see! First of all I want to see You in my 
neighbor, so that at the Dread Judgment I will not find 
myself on Your left, not end up with the goats, but be 
with the faithful sheep in Christ’s flock. That is the 
strength of mercy. The Lord talks about mercy precisely 
because it brings man close to God. The Epistle reading 
says today: But meat commendeth us not to God (1 Cor. 
8:8). Truly, whether we eat or don’t eat it basically 
makes no difference. Yes, the passions will quiet down 
in us, yes, this is a very necessary and right ascetical path 
worked out by the Church and its ascetics in order to be 
freed from the passions. But it is not the most important 
thing. This is not the main thing that brings us closer to 
God. Mercy and the ability to see our Lord Christ 
Himself in our neighbor bring us closer to God. … 

(Retrieved online: https://orthochristian.com/119664.html) 

PRAYER LIST 
For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House & those 
who serve them; our seminarian, Priest Paul, Mat. Sarah, 
Simon, Michael, Nikolai, & Anna Sophia; Isaac B.; Julian 
R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., 
wife of Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the 
Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, & parishioners of St 
Theodosius; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Archpriest Michael S. (for 
healing); Christopher M. (first responder, for healing); 
Katarina (relative of Natalie A., for healing); Jon (friend 
of Ruth B., for healing); the infant Judah (great nephew of 
Nick C., for healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for 
healing); Katie (for healing); Carol (Maria J.’s mother, for 
healing); Chris (for healing); Joseph, Venessa, & their 
children; Evelyn (for healing); Brenda (for healing); Sarah 
(friends of Ruth B.); Terri (sister-in-law of Suzanne G.); 
Jean (friend of Suzanne G.); Bill G. (for healing); Dennis 
R. (friend of the Dzuras, for healing); Joe L. (friend of 
Maryann S., for healing); the Christians suffering in 
Ukraine, the Middle East, Africa, & throughout the world 
Birthdays: 2/17: Laura Abernathy, Evangeline Kingsbury; 
2/18: Debbie Clements, Anna Dombrovskaya; 2/21: 
Alexandra Walker, Ron Sieloff 

Expecting Parents: Reader Jared & Emily; Alex & Jon; 
Tess & Drew 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner 
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob 
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S., 
Nathan L. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Jasmine 
(daughter of Renee & Tristan); Abraham Nikolai (son of 
Joseph & Venessa); Anna Sophia (daughter of Fr Paul and 
Mat. Sarah); Josephina Marie (daughter of Allison & Jacob) 
Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy 
June; Bradley Alexander 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr.; 
Bob (friend of Ruth B.); Rdr David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Anniversary of Repose: Michael Gaydos (2/17/1975) 


