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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Sunday, Feb. 8 Sunday of the Prodigal Son

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
During Coffee Hour: General Interest Meeting on Re-Doing Bathrooms

Tuesday, Feb. 10
Friday, Feb. 13
Saturday, Feb. 14

7:30p Catechism Class (online; class reading: “Confession and Communion”)
6p General Panikhida (names of departed read at this service)
Saturday of Meatfare (Memorial Saturday)

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 2:45p Panikhida || 5:30p Gr. Vespers (& Confession

Sunday, Feb. 15

Sunday of the Last Judgment (Meatfare) (after this day, we abstain from meat ‘til Pascha)

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
During Coffee Hour: Server Workshop on Presanctified Liturgy || TBA Teen Group

WEEKLY CATECHESIS

Rich in God: Some Remarks on Today’s Gospel
By Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh

How simple and how restrained are the words in which the
Gospel describes his cruel rejection of his father, and
prepares his departure into the far, the strange country!
“Father, give me my part of thy inheritance!” Do these
words not mean, “Father, I can’t wait until your death! ...

'This is what the young man really meant. But isn’t this very
much the way we treat God and His gifts? As long as we
are with Him, we are in possession of all things from Him;
but we feel constrained by His presence, we feel limited by
the inevitable rules of His household. He expects integrity
and truth from us. He expects us to learn from Him what
it means to love with all our mind, all our heart, all our
strength, and all our being—and that is too much for us.
But we take all His gifts, and we turn away from Him to
use these gifts so that they can profit us and us alone,
without any returns—not to God, or to anyone else. ...

And then the young man leaves. He leaves for an alien
country, a country which is not God’s own, a country
which has rejected God, renounced God, which has been
betrayed into the power of His adversary, a country where

there is no place for Him. And he lives according to the
rules of that country, and to the desires of his heart. Then
hunger comes.

Now we turn away, carrying with us the gifts of God. We
also live in a country that is alien; we live in a world that is
man-made and not God-made; or rather, made by God
but distorted by man. What kind of hunger comes to us?
We are rich, we are safe, we have everything that God gave
us and continues to give us. Only we don’t realize that
while God continues to give, we continue to squander. But
what is the hunger that can come to us? The awareness that
Christ describes in the first Beatitude: Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God... Who are the
poor in spirit? The poor in spirit are those who have
understood, and understand day in, day out, throughout
their life that they have no existence except that God loved
us into existence; we have no life except God’s life poured
into us—His breath, the breath of life. And then we are so
rich, because God has revealed Himself to us. He has
revealed Who He is. We can love Him, know Him,
worship Him, serve Him, emulate Him indeed because He
has become man and has shown us what a2 man can be.
And He has given us all our intelligence, our heart, will,
body, the world around us, the people around us, our
relationships—all these are God’s, because we cannot




make them. We cannot force anyone to love us, and yet we
have friends and people who love us. We cannot be sure of
our mind—in one moment a stroke can extinguish the
greatest mind; there are moments when we want to
respond to a need, to a suffering, but our heart is stony;
only God can give it life! We waver between good and evil;
only God can steady our will, and so on.

If we only realize this, we understand that we are totally
destitute. We are nothing, we have nothing, and yet, we
are so rich, because though destitute, we are endowed with
all the gifts of God. Having betrayed Him time and again,
turned away from Him time and again, we still are loved
by Him; Indeed, “Blessed are the hungry for they shall be
filled™! If we only realize our hunger for something real, it
will come our way. But not simply because we are hungry.
It will come our way at a moment when we are totally poor,
for we are loved. And this is the Kingdom of God, a
Kingdom of love. God loves us. And He has granted the
gift of love to each of us. The young man felt hungry. He
telt hungry for his father’s home, and yet he knew that he
no longer had the right to call himself his son. He was a
murderer! He had told him, “Die before your time that I
may live according to my will...” And yet he goes, because
he can still call the man whom he rejected, “Father.”

And what happens then? The father sees him coming from
afar off; he does not wait with dignity for him to fall at his
feet and confess his sins. He rushes towards him, he
embraces him! And the young man makes his confession:
I am no longer worthy to be called thy son. But at that
moment the father stops him: you may not be worthy of
being my son, and yet, you are my son, and you cannot
become a hireling in your father’s house... He claims from
him, as God claims from us, that we should be aware, and
grow to the level of our human greatness—as children of
the Living God called to be partakers of divine nature, His
sons and daughters in Christ and in the Spirit.

That is what this parable tells us, this is what we must
reflect upon: Where do we stand in relation to that young
man’s first simple, cruel, and murderous words? And are
we aware of our dereliction? Are we hungry enough to
realize that we must go home to the only One Who loves
us, and Who, seeing us fallen, still expects from us the
greatness of sonship?

Let us reflect on this. It is one more step towards the day
when we will come in repentance to make our confession
and receive forgiveness. And if we are honest in our
repentance, determined to turn Godwards, we will be at
home, and ready to enter into Holy Week together with
Christ the Son, ...

(Retrieved online: https://orthochristian.com/158961.html)

PRAYER LIST

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents
of St Herman’s House {& those who serve them; our
seminarian, Priest Paul, Mat. Sarah, Simon, Michael,
Nikolai, &€& Anna Sophia; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice
(Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of
Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan,
Mat. Jana, & parishioners of St Theodosius; Joe (Andy
D.s brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.s aunt); Rich
(Cindy R.s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth
(for healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.;
the Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M.
(first responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie
A., for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B., for healing); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C., for healing); James
(for healing); Nancy (for healing); Katie (for healing);
Carol (Maria J.’s mother, for healing); Chris (for healing);
Joseph, Venessa, & their children; Evelyn (for healing);
Brenda (for healing); Sarah (friends of Ruth B.); Terri
(sister-in-law of Suzanne G.); Jean (friend of Suzanne G.);
the Christians suffering in Ukraine, the Middle East,
Africa, & throughout the world

Birthdays: 2/9: Anastasia Schelkanov; 2/12: Subdeacon
Adam Woodruft; 2/13: George Tintor, Michael Schlafer;
2/14: Pamela Roth

Expecting Parents: Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared &
Emily; Priest Paul €& Sarah; Alex & Jon; Tess & Drew

Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S.,
Nathan L.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Jasmine
(daughter of Renee & Tristan); Abraham Nikolai (son of
Joseph & Venessa); Anna Sophia (daughter of Fr Paul and
Mat. Sarah)

Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T,
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy
June; Bradley Alexander

In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat.
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C.

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family);
Vincent (Thomas A.s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin);
Perry (Jim C.s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F;
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr.;
Robert Y. (cousin of Mark Joslin); Bob (friend of Ruth B.)

Anniversary of Repose: John Hendrick (2-1), Charles
Simerick (2-14), Maria Lagusch (2-14)




