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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
Sunday, Feb. 1 The Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (The Beginning of the Triodion) 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
During Coffee Hour: Brief Server Workshop || 5:30p Festal Vespers with Lity 

Monday, Feb. 2 The Feast of the Meeting of our Lord 
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Candles 

Tuesday, Feb. 3 St Nicholas of Japan 
7:30p Catechism 

Wednesday, Feb. 4 6:30p Choir Practice 
Saturday, Feb. 7 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession 
Sunday, Feb. 8 Sunday of the Prodigal Son 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
During Coffee Hour: General Interest Meeting about Re-Doing Bathrooms 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

The Gratitude of the Publican 
By Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh 

How short, and how well-known today’s parable, and yet, 
how intense its message, how challenging... 

It is intense in its very words: two men come into the 
church of God, into a sacred realm …. And one of the men 
walks boldly into it and takes a stand before God. The 
other one comes, and doesn’t even dare cross the 
threshold—he is a sinner, and the Realm is holy, like the 
space around the Burning Bush in the desert 
that Moses could not enter without unshod feet, in 
adoration and the fear of God. 

… Apparently the Pharisee praises God, he gives Him 
glory—but for what? Because He has made a man like him, 
a man so holy, so worthy of Him, worthy of God; a man 
who not only keeps all the commandments of the Law, but 
goes beyond what God Himself has commanded, and can 
expect of man. Indeed, he stands before God praising Him 
that he, the Pharisee, is so wonderful that he is God’s own 

glory, the shining, the revelation of God’s holiness. 

The Publican does not dare enter into the holy Realm of 
God. And the parable is clear: the man who came and 
stood brokenhearted, ashamed of himself, knowing that he 
is unworthy of entering this sacred space goes back home 
forgiven, loved, indeed: accompanied by God Himself 
Who came into the world to save sinners and Who stands 
by everyone who needs Him, who recognizes his need—or 
not—for salvation. 

The Pharisee goes home, but he goes home less forgiven; 
his relationship with God is not the same—he is at the 
center, God is peripheral to him, He is at the heart of 
things, and God is subservient to him. It does not mean 
that what he did was worthless; it simply means that as far 
as he is concerned, it has born no fruit of holiness in him. 
The deeds were good, but they were spoiled, poisoned by 
pride, by self-assertion. The beauty of what he did was 
totally marred because it was addressed neither to God nor 
to his neighbor—it was turned in on his own self. And we 
are told that this pride has despoiled this man, has taken 
away from him the fruits of his good works, the fruit of his 
outward faithfulness to the law of God; that only humility 
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could have given him and his action full meaning; that only 
humility could have made his actions into life, into the 
waters of life gushing into eternity. 

But then, the question is before us: how can we 
learn anything about humility if that is the absolute 
condition to be not like the barren fig tree, but fruitful, to 
be a rich harvest which people may be fed. 

I do not know that we can move from pride and vanity 
into humility in a moment unless something so tragic 
happens to us that we see ourselves and discover that we 
are completely bereft of everything that supported our 
sinful, destructive, barren condition. But there is one thing 
we can do: however much we think that we are possessed 
of all sorts of gifts of heart, mind, body, and soul, however 
fruitful our action may be, we can remember the words of 
Saint Paul: O, man! What have you got which was 
not given you?! … 

We were called into being out of naught, without our 
participation; our very existence is a gift! We were given 
life, which we could not create or call out of ourselves. We 
have been given the knowledge of the existence of God, 
and indeed, a deeper, more intimate knowledge of God. 
All this is gift! And then, all that we are is a gift of God: 
our body, our heart, our mind, our soul. What power do 
we have over them when God no should longer sustain 
them? The greatest intelligence can suddenly be swallowed 
into darkness by a stroke; there are moments when we are 
confronted with a need that requires all our sympathy, all 
our love—and we discover that our hearts are made of 
stone and of ice… 

… gratitude is not just a cold word of thanks. Gratitude 
means that we wish to make Him see that it was not all 
given in vain, that He did not become man, live, and die 
in vain. Gratitude means a life that could give joy to God. 
This is the challenge of this particular parable. … 

Let each of us reflect and ask himself: in what way can we 
be so grateful that God might rejoice that He has not given 
these gifts in vain, that He has not lived and died in vain, 
that we have received the message. And if we grow in a 
true depth of gratitude, at the depth of gratitude we will 
fall down, adore the Lord, and learn what humility is—not 
in abasement but adoration, in the awareness that He is all 
we possess, all that we are, and that we are open to Him as 
the rich earth is open to the plough, to the sowing, to the 
seed, to the sunshine, to the rain—to everything in order 
to bring forth fruit. Amen! 

(Retrieved online: https://orthochristian.com/90785.html) 

 

PRAYER LIST 
For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House & those who serve them; our 
seminarian, Priest Paul, and his family: Matushka Sarah 
(& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac 
B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of 
Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St 
Theodosius; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Archpriest Michael S. (for 
healing); Christopher M. (first responder, for healing); 
Katarina (relative of Natalie A., for healing); Jon (friend 
of Ruth B.) (for healing); the infant Judah (great nephew 
of Nick C.) (for healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for 
healing); Katie (for healing); Carol (Maria J.’s mother) (for 
healing); Chris (for healing); Joseph, Venessa, & their 
children; Evelyn (for healing); Brenda (for healing); Sarah 
(friends of Ruth B.); Terri (sister-in-law of Suzanne G.); 
Jean (friend of Suzanne G.); the Christians suffering in 
Ukraine, the Middle East, Africa, and throughout the 
world 
Birthdays: 2/1: Alexander Schelkanov; 2/3: Jack 
LeMaster, Maya Elizabeth Alexander; 2/5: Emily 
Horabik; 2/6: Amanda Heim, Anna Chongris 

Wedding Anniversary: 2/7: Archpriest Andrew & 
Deborah Clements 

Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Allison & Jacob; 
Reader Jared & Emily; Priest Paul & Sarah; Alex & Jon 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner 
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob 
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S., 
Nathan L. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Jasmine 
(daughter of Renee & Tristan) 
Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy 
June; Bradley Alexander 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr.; 
Robert Y. (cousin of Mark Joslin); Bob (friend of Ruth B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Anasta Alusheff (2/2/1983) 


