
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2026 
Sunday, Jan. 25 The 33rd Sunday after Pentecost, the Sunday of Zacchaeus,  

& the Commemoration of St Gregory the Theologian  
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, Jan. 29 6p Great Vespers 
Friday, Jan. 30 The Feast of the Three Holy Hierarchs 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, Jan. 31 3:45p Panikhida (for Bruno & Mary Christani) || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday, Feb. 1 The Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee (The Beginning of the Triodion) 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
During Coffee Hour: Brief Server Workshop 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS 

A Short Word about Two of Today’s Saints 
(Second part adapted from 2025 write-up) 

Every day in the Church, we commemorate 
numerous saints who have shone forth throughout 
the centuries. This Sunday, January 25, we keep a 
number of important saints. The first is St Gregory 
the Theologian, a fourth century Church Father.  
Having been born into a pious Christian family, 
Gregory was raised in the faith from infancy. He was 
also given an excellent education at home. Like other 
young men from affluent families at that time, he was 
eventually sent away to complete more advanced 
studies. In his case, this took place at Athens. It was 
during this time that he became friends with another 
young man who eventually became a pillar of the 
Church’s Orthodoxy in that era: St Basil the Great. 
Although Gregory’s studies eventually led him to take 
up a post in rhetoric, after some time he left that post 
to embrace the ascetical life with Basil. Together the 
two men studied the Scriptures with great fervor and 

intensity (using as their guidebook some select 
writings from the early Christian theologian, Origen 
of Alexandria). Eventually, however, both men were 
called to leave their ascetic seclusion for the sake of 
taking up the office of bishop so that they could help 
deal with the most processing theological issue of the 
time: The heresy of Arianism (and its derivatives). To 
that end, St Gregory was brought to Constantinople 
in order to preach and teach the faithful there to keep 
them from falling into heresy (or, in many cases, to 
rescue them from it). The task was not an easy one. 
On one occasion, for example, Arian rioters broke 
into the church where Gregory was serving and 
attempted to stone the congregants. But for his part, 
Gregory just persisted. Eventually, seeking to recover 
something of the peace and stillness that he had once 
had, he decided to retire from the active life of 
ecclesiastical administration to return to his home 
diocese. There he lived out his days, preaching to his 
local congregation and writing theological works that 
are reckoned as classics even now.  
Turning from St Gregory in the fourth century, we 
can now look at another saint commemorated this 
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Sunday. He is one who is perhaps not as well-known 
as some other contemporary saints, but nonetheless 
very important: St Vladimir of Kyiv. 
Having been raised in a pious household, the young 
Vladimir was later married and ordained a priest. 
Tragically, however, the young Fr Vladimir eventually 
lost both his wife and child. In his grief, Fr Vladimir 
embraced the monastic life. Because of his gifts and 
his reputation, he was eventually selected for the 
episcopal office, being ordained to that rank in 1888.  
Thereafter, he served in a number of dioceses—
becoming well-known in each for his dedicated 
service and compassion to others, especially the poor 
and the needy. Eventually, in 1917, he was appointed 
the Metropolitan of Kyiv and Galicia, the most 
important episcopal see in Ukraine. St Vladimir was 
thus serving in that capacity when the Russian 
Revolution began in October.  
Metropolitan Vladimir became well known for his 
opposition to the Bolsheviks and their godless 
ideology. And so, in January 1918, when the 
Revolution came from Russia to the city of Kyiv in 
Ukraine, he was targeted for elimination. 
Metropolitan Vladimir was warned that his life was 
in danger. But like so many others of his time (e.g., 
St Elizabeth the New Martyr—the patron of our 
parish teen group), he refused to flee. And so, on 
January 25, he was arrested by the Bolsheviks at the 
Kyiv Caves Lavra, and he was killed soon thereafter.  
But just like the first priest-martyr killed by the 
godless, our own St John of Chicago, so too with St 
Vladimir: His death, ignominious though it was in 
the eyes of the world, quickly became in the Church 
and in the eyes of believers a symbol of the resilience 
of the faith against those who opposed it. And so, 
each year we keep the feast of this great saint as we 
keep the feast of every martyr: As a day of triumph, as 
a small celebration of our Lord’s triumphant Pascha 
from death to life. 

By the prayers of Your saints, O Lord Jesus Christ 
our God, take pity on us and save us. Amen. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the 
residents of St Herman’s House & those who serve 

them; our seminarian, Priest Paul, and his family: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); 
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, 
Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St Theodosius; Joe 
(Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); 
Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); 
Debbie K.; the Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); 
Christopher M. (first responder, for healing); Katarina 
(relative of Natalie A., for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth 
B.) (for healing); the infant Judah (great nephew of Nick 
C.) (for healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for 
healing); Katie (for healing); Carol (Maria J.’s mother) 
(for healing); Chris (for healing); Joseph, Venessa, & 
their children; Evelyn (for healing); Brenda (for 
healing); Sarah (friends of Ruth B.); Terri (sister-in-law 
of Suzanne G.); Jean (friend of Suzanne G.); the 
Christians suffering in Ukraine, the Middle East, 
Africa, and throughout the world 
Birthdays: 1/26: Katie D’Fantis (Alexander), 1/29: 
Simon Schlafer 
Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Renee & 
Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; Priest 
Paul & Mat. Sarah; Alex & Jon 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., 
Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; 
Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew 
(Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Bradley (son of Naomi) 
Newly illumined: Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S., Anna Marie, Lucy 
June 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James 
C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti 
family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory 
K.’s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don 
P.); Adam F.; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); 
Glenn (friend of Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) 
Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr.; Robert Y. (cousin of Mark 
Joslin); Bob (friend of Ruth B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Bruno Christani (Jan. 25, 
2025), Julia Nazarak (Jan. 26, 2001), Mary Christani 
(Jan. 27, 2017) 


