
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 
SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026 

Sunday, Jan. 11 !e 31st Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday after !eophany 
9:10a Hours || 9:30a Churching, Divine Liturgy, & Swearing-in of the Parish Council 
After a Brief Co!ee Hour: Outdoor Great Blessing of Waters at Fairport Harbor 

Monday, Jan. 12 Fr Mark @ Deanery Meeting @ St !eodosius in the morning; then: blessings re-commence… 
"ursday, Jan. 15 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday, Jan. 17 Commemoration of St Anthony the Great 

4p Catechism || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession 
Sunday, Jan. 18 !e 32nd Sunday after Pentecost 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
TBA Teen Group (with Moleben to St Elizabeth) 

 
WEEKLY CATECHESIS: 

ON THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATERS 
In the Church’s order of divine services, the eve of 
!eophany is a very solemn occasion: After Vespers 
and the Divine Liturgy of St Basil, we also celebrate 
the Great Blessing of Waters. !is is particularly 
beautiful service, whose main prayer mirrors in many 
ways the prayer used to bless waters for a baptism. 
And there is a simple reason for that: In the ancient 
practice of the Church of Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople (the mother church of  many of our 
rites) water was blessed on !eophany Eve so that it 
might be used the next day to receive people into the 
Church through baptism. It is also for this reason that 
the Great Blessing is supposed to done in the narthex 
of the temple—this being the place where the non-
baptized are supposed to stand during the services. 
In the Church’s current order, the only time that the 
service of Great Blessing is prescribed is, still, the eve 
of !eophany: At the conclusion of the Liturgy (or 
during Vespers, for years when this evening liturgy is 
not prescribed), water is blessed within the temple. As 

time went on, however, the practice developed of 
doing two water blessings on !eophany: !e "rst (as 
prescribed) on the eve of the feast within the temple, 
and the second (by a custom that became increasingly 
common and eventually, more or less, normative) on 
the day of the feast outside at some body of water. 
In the vein of this more recent practice, last year we 
went to do an outdoor water blessing at Fairport 
Harbor on the Sunday after !eophany. As I’ve 
mentioned before: My experience of that service was 
not what I had anticipated. Before the service, I had 
thought, of course, that it would be beautiful (for the 
prayers of that service are, indeed, moving). And I 
thought that there would be a certain loveliness to 
doing it outside in wintery weather on a beach. But I 
did not realize just how much the setting a#ects the 
sense of those prayers: For when we got there, and 
when I found myself suddenly looking out at miles 
and miles of water, what came to my mind was the 
image of the waters of creation from Genesis and this 
realization that, in sanctifying those waters, we were 
doing what God always willed for us to do: We were 
o#ering all of the creation that he has given us back 
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to him in an act of gratitude. 
With that in mind, then, I want to encourage 
everyone who is able to make a special e#ort this 
Sunday to come to Fairport Harbor to participate in 
the outdoor blessing this Sunday (January 11). 
Here is the outline of how what we will do: After 
Divine Liturgy, we will have a co#ee hour (as usual). 
During this time, Fr Peter and I will take care of the 
"nal tasks in the altar (cleaning the vessels, putting 
things away, etc.). !en, when everything is prepared, 
I will make the announcement that, for all who wish 
to go, it is time to leave. At that point, we will drive 
over to the park to do the service. 
As further enticement, I want to remind everyone 
about a few facts about the Lake that I found last year: 
Lake Erie provides the drinking for over 11 million 
people in our area. It also is the source of water for 
innumerable lakes, ponds, rivers, etc. which provide, 
in turn, both food and opportunities for recreation for 
us. And then, it also provides the water for the power 
plant, which gives us the energy that we need to heat 
our homes in the midst of the bitter winter weather. 
!e list could go on and on. But the big point is this: 
In blessing those cold, icy waters, God will also be 
blessing everything that those waters will be used for. 
In other words, in blessing those waters, God will 
bless and sanctify innumerable people, animals, 
places, and objects—not only in our own area, but also 
those that are even hundreds of miles away (since the 
waters of the lake eventually drain out to the Atlantic 
Ocean). 
So: Is it going to be cold? Yes. And so, if you come to 
the blessing, please plan to dress warmly. But weather 
notwithstanding, I hope that, if you can endure the 
cold, you will consider coming to this important 
service wherein the blessing of God will be made 
available to so many both in our area and beyond it. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian 
C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the 
residents of St Herman’s House & those who serve 
them; our seminarian, Priest Paul, and his family: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice 

(Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife 
of Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St 
"eodosius; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe 
(Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily 
& Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Archpriest 
Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. ("rst 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie 
A., for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); 
the infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for 
healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for healing); 
Katie (for healing); Carol (Maria J.’s mother) (for 
healing); Chris (for healing); Joseph, Venessa, & 
their children; Evelyn (for healing); Brenda (for 
healing); those su#ering in Ukraine & the Middle 
East 
Birthdays: 1/12: Iryna Gorbatenko; 1/13: Archpriest 
Andrew Clements, Valeriya Bailey; 1/16: Grace 
Walker; 1/17: Stephen Ho#acker 
Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Renee & 
Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; 
Priest Paul & Mat. Sarah; Alex & Jon 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., 
Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; 
Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew 
(Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Lucy June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin), Anna Marie 
(daughter of Subdeacon Adam & Leah); Bradley (son 
of Naomi) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian 
John) S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.; Joshua Peter T.; Landon 
(Peter) T.; Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S. 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward 
(Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); 
James C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti 
family); Vincent (!omas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory 
K.’s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of 
Don P.); Adam F.; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth 
B.); Glenn (friend of Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) 
Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr.; Robert Y. (cousin of Mark 
Joslin) 
Anniversary of Repose: Sophia Turner (1/16/1977), 
Robert “Bob” Schwartz (1/16/2008) 


