
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

SERVICES FOR THE PERIOD OF THE NATIVITY & THEOPHANY  
OF OUR LORD, GOD, & SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST 

Sunday, Dec. 21 The 28th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday of the Fathers 
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
After Coffee Hour: Breaking down the hall in preparation for next Sunday’s play 

Tuesday, Dec. 23 9a Royal Hours || 4p Confession || 6p Daily Vespers & Compline 
Wednesday, Dec. 24 The Eve (Paramony) of the Nativity  

9a Vesperal Liturgy || 6p Vigil 
Thursday, Dec. 25 THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD (PASCHA OF THREE DAYS) (no fasting ‘til Jan. 5) 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 
Friday, Dec. 26 The 2nd Day of the Nativity: The Synaxis of the Theotokos 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, Dec. 27 The 3rd Day of the Nativity: The Protomartyr Stephen 

3p Dress rehearsal for the play || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, Dec. 28 The 29th Sunday after Pentecost, the Sunday after Nativity, the Holy Righteous Ones 

9a Dress rehearsal for the play || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy, Potluck, & Play 
Tuesday, Dec. 31 The Leave-taking of the Nativity of our Lord 

6p Great Vespers 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 The Feast of the Circumcision of our Lord & the Commemoration of St Basil the Great 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy with blessing of the Vasilopita (St Basil’s Bread) 
Saturday, Jan. 3 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession 
Sunday, Jan. 4 The 30th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday before Theophany 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Baptism & Divine Liturgy 
Monday, Jan. 5 The Eve (Paramony/Preparation) of the Theophany (day of strict fasting) 

9a Royal Hours || 6p Vesperal Liturgy & the Great Blessing of Waters 
Tuesday, Jan. 6 THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, Jan. 10 4p Catechism || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession 
Sunday, Jan. 11 The 31st Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday after Theophany 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Churching, Divine Liturgy, & Swearing-in of the Parish Council 
After a Brief Coffee Hour: Outdoor Great Blessing of Waters at Fairport Harbor 

 

Parish Rector: Fr Mark !errien ! (216) 678-8181 ! fr.mark.therrien@gmail.com 
 
 
tel:216-678-8181 



SERVICES FOR THE NATIVITY 
As we complete our preparations for the Nativity, this 
coming week is an important one in the Church. To mark 
it at our parish, we will have our first round of divine 
services on December 23. In the morning, we will serve 
the Royal Hours. Simple in ceremony and rich in content, 
this service offers a beautiful opportunity to meditate on 
the Nativity. That evening, we will return for Daily Vespers 
& Compline. Ending in candlelight and with the chanting 
of the beautiful canon of preparation, it is a lovely way to 
bestill our minds as we prepare for the feast. 

Our second round of services will be on December 24. 
That morning, we will serve a Vesperal Liturgy. This 
service is patterned after the Holy Saturday liturgy. Thus, 
in addition to the usual hymns, it also includes a series of 
Old Testament readings interspersed with special festal 
Troparia. To mark the special nature of this service, we use 
the anaphora of St Basil. Then finally, at the end of the 
service, the Troparion of the Kontakion of the feast will 
solemnly be chanted for the first time.  

Having retired home after the morning’s service, in the 
evening of December 24 we will reconvene for Vigil. It is 
during this service that we will be anointed with blessed oil 
as the choir chants the Canon, beginning with the famous 
words: “Christ is born! Glorify him!” At the end of the 
service, the choir will offer a selection of traditional carols. 

After spending so much time in preparation, our 
celebrations come to their culmination at the Liturgy on 
December 25. In the Church’s tradition, this feast is called 
the three-day Pascha. This is why the church appoints such 
a long pre-feast before it, and this is also why the post-
Nativity period is marked by an extended period of time 
without fasting (just like Bright Week). Related to this, it 
should be said: It is not the resumption of normal eating 
that breaks the Nativity Fast. Rather, it is partaking of the 
holy Eucharist at the festal morning liturgy. And so, we all 
must make every effort to participate in the Divine Liturgy 
on the morning of the Nativity, considering its celebration 
as being just as important as the celebration of Pascha. 

Having begun on December 25, the feast of the Nativity 
then continues for several days. December 26 & 27 are 
especially important: On these days, the Church prescribes 
that we rest from laborious work. By way of honoring this 
precept, on December 26 we will serve the Divine Liturgy 
in honor of the Mother of God. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House & those who serve them; our 

seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family: Matushka Sarah 
(& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac 
B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of 
Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St 
Theodosius; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Archpriest Michael S. (for 
healing); Christopher M. (first responder, for healing); 
Katarina (relative of Natalie A., for healing); Jon (friend 
of Ruth B.) (for healing); the infant Judah (great nephew 
of Nick C.) (for healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for 
healing); Bill Jr. (for healing); Katie (for healing); 
Maureen; Carol (Maria J.’s mother) (for healing); Chris 
(for healing); Venessa; Evelyn (for healing); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 12/22: Viktor Povozhaev; 12/23: Cindy Renda, 
Collin Rausch; 12/24: Darlene Horabik, Debbie Covelli; 
12/27: Melanie Sherman; 12/29: Debby Boggess; 1/1: 
Deanna Covelli, Abrea Monda; 1/2: Brandon Murphy, 
Timothy Kozikov; 1/3: Isabelle LeMaster; 1/4: Zack 
Walker; 1/6: Katie Horabik; 1/7: Kevyn Roth; 1/8: Tess 
Cressman, Nicolina Hoover; 1/10: Daniil Antonoff 

Wedding Anniversaries: 12/27: Jenny & Shawn 
Cunningham; 12/29: Jim & Lisa Gordon; 12/30: TJ & 
Jessica Chongris; 1/6: Joseph & Rosemary Bagley	

Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; 
Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & 
Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner 
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob 
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin), Anna Marie (daughter 
of Subdeacon Adam & Leah) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.; Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S. 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr. 
Anniversary of Repose: Helen Morton (12/24), Anna 
Gernot (12/24), Mary Muntian (12/29), Joseph Demanski 
(1/1), Ronald Bede (1/5) 


