
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Sunday, Dec. 14 The 27th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday of the Forefathers 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 7:30p Catechism Class (online) 

Wednesday, Dec. 17 6:30p Choir Practice 
Friday, Dec. 19 4p Confession || 6p Daily Vespers [additions to the previously published calendar] 
Saturday, Dec. 20 The Beginning of the Forefeast of the Nativity & the Commemoration of St Ignatius of Antioch 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, Dec. 21 The 28th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday of the Fathers 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || TBA Teen Group 

 
A NOTE OF GRATITUDE  

Last week in the Gospel, we heard about that episode in 
which, after the Lord heals ten lepers, only one of them 
returns to give him thanks. It is a striking scene: In being 
healed, those nine men had everything restored to them: 
Bodily wholeness, place in society, the ability to have work 
… And yet, having received all of this, they simply moved 
on, without thinking of the one who gave it to them. 

“Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation 
and eternal joy.” These are the words of Fr Alexander 
Schmemann from his famous Thanksgiving homily. Why 
is this, that thanksgiving enables our salvation? Simply put: 
Because that is what it means to be authentically a creature 
of God: To recognize that everything that we have is a gift 
from God, and that we should therefore always live every 
moment with gratefulness. And so, in the vein of thinking 
about the essential place of gratitude in our salvation, this 
week I want to express my own personal gratitude for the 
beautiful celebration of our parish’s altar feast. 

First of all: I am grateful to His Eminence, Archbishop 
Daniel, for accepting my invitation to lead our services for 
our altar feast. I am also grateful to Fr Herman Kincaid for 
coming with him to participate in the festivities. 

I am grateful to all of the other priests who came to serve 

on December 6: To Fr Andrew, to Fr Ilia, and to Fr 
Paisios. I am also grateful to the deacons who came to serve 
with us: Protodeacon Samuel, Deacon Matthew, and 
Deacon Noah. And I am very grateful to Fr Peter Simko 
who, instead of serving that day, took on the much more 
laborious task of functioning as our ecclesiarch for the 
Divine Liturgy, thus ensuring its good order. 

I am grateful to my subdeacons and servers, who diligently 
spent hours practicing so that we might offer the divine 
services in a decorous manner: To Subdeacons David, 
Daniel, and Peter; and to Marcus, Nicholas, Joshua, 
Christian, and Magnus. I am especially grateful to 
Subdeacon Peter and (again) to Nicholas and Marcus, who 
came right after work on the Monday before the feast to 
spend hours cleaning the holy altar. In addition to them, I 
am also grateful to the minor clergy of St Innocent Church 
who assisted us, both by coming to be with us ahead of 
Saturday’s liturgy as we prepared, and also on the day of 
the feast itself: To Subdeacon James and Reader Jared. 
Finally, I am grateful to our newly-ordained Subdeacon 
Adam for accepting the call to service in the holy Church. 

I am grateful to Iryna for coming evening after evening to 
clean the temple in the days before December 6 (especially 
for getting the wax build-up off of the candle stands). And 
I am grateful to Matushka Olena for the many hours that 
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she spent decorating the festal icons for the day. 

I am very grateful to Jenny and to the choir who labored so 
much to learn the orders for hierarchical services, and who 
provided such beautiful music for the feast. I am especially 
grateful to the women for their beautiful rendition of the 
Holy God, and to the male trio of John, Collin, and Connor 
S. for their beautiful chanting of Bortniansky’s Eis polla eti. 

I am thankful to Andy for preparing the bread and the salt 
to welcome the archbishop. I am thankful to our young 
girls who greeted His Eminence with flowers and with 
their words of welcome: Maria, Nina, Camille, Emme, 
and Silvia. And I am grateful to Chad, Val, Katie H., 
Deanna, and Christine Hoover (i.e., Subdeacon David’s 
mother) for taking pictures of the divine liturgy on the 
feast to use in the write-up for the diocese. 

Turning to the reception: I am grateful to all those who 
helped to get the classrooms broken down and put away 
on Sunday, November 30. I am especially grateful to Nick 
M. and Russell for scrubbing the scuffmarks off of so many 
of the walls, and to Miranda for the very many hours that 
she spent cleaning everything. For the reception itself, I 
am very grateful to Abrea for the many, many, many hours 
that she spent to beautify the hall ahead of the feast: 
Planning the set-up, deciding on and getting everything 
that was needed, decorating the tables, etc. I am also 
grateful to her and Joelle’s labors in coordinating the food 
to make sure that everything was covered, and for the many 
hours that they spent cooking on the evening of December 
5. On the day of the feast, I am grateful to Chad, Dale, 
Melissa, Melanie, and (again) to Joelle and Abrea for their 
work in the kitchen in making sure that the food ready to 
go after the long morning. In addition to them, I am 
thankful to Nataliya for helping with cleanup, as well as to 
everyone else who came in and out of the kitchen to pitch 
in with the many labors. Finally, I am grateful to everyone 
who cooked or offered food in any way. Your hospitality 
was very well-received by our guests, many of whom 
commented on how lovely it was. Thank you! 

Coming to the end of December 6, I am grateful to those 
who stayed behind long after most people had left and 
gone home to clean up the hall and to set up the classrooms 
again: To Nick and Debbie and Deanna Covelli, and 
(again) to Abrea and Joelle. I am also grateful to the newer 
parishioners, catechumens, and seekers whom God has 
sent us in recent months for staying to lend their helping 
hands: To Joshua Peter, Connor E., Lance, and Nathan. 
And I am also grateful to everyone who had patience with 
me to offer an impromptu catechism class in-between the 
end of clean-up and the beginning of Vespers… 

More than anything else: I am grateful to God, that he 
deigned to plant this parish in northeast Ohio for the sake 
of preaching the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and for 

blessing us with a beautiful celebration of our parish’s 
‘second Pascha.’ It was a beautiful day. May it bode well 
for our church as we soon enter the new year. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health & salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House & those who serve them; our 
seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family: Matushka Sarah 
(& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac 
B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of 
Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the 
Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St 
Theodosius; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Archpriest Michael S. (for 
healing); Christopher M. (first responder, for healing); 
Katarina (relative of Natalie A., for healing); Jon (friend 
of Ruth B.) (for healing); the infant Judah (great nephew 
of Nick C.) (for healing); James (for healing); Nancy (for 
healing); Bill Jr. (for healing); Katie (for healing); 
Maureen; Carol (Maria J.’s mother) (for healing); Chris 
(for healing); Venessa; Evelyn (for healing); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 12/16: Sarah Kleven; 12/17: Joseph Bagley, Lea 
Majer; 12/19: Connor Stumperth 
Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; 
Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & 
Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Christina R., Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner 
(Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob 
(Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin), Anna Marie (daughter 
of Subdeacon Adam & Leah) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.; Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Erin (Xenia) D., Connor (Joseph) S. 
In the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; Edward (Mat. 
Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s nephew); James C. 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick; Don Patton, Sr. 
Anniversary of Repose: Helen Nowotarski (December 14, 
1974), Vera Milanich (December 15, 2008) 


