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SERVICES & EVENTS FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
TO SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 

Sunday, Nov. 30 The 25th Sunday after Pentecost & the Feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew 
9a Church School || 9:20a Hours || 9:40a Chrismations || 10a Divine Liturgy 
After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice, Breaking-Down of the Classrooms, & Hall Cleaning 

Monday, Dec. 1 5:30p Deep Cleaning of the Altar (by the clergy & servers) 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 6:30p Choir Practice 

Friday, Dec. 5 6p Great Vespers (with Archbishop Daniel in attendance) 
Saturday, Dec. 6 THE FEAST OF ST NICHOLAS, THE PATRON OF OUR HOLY TEMPLE, 

Served by His Eminence DANIEL, Archbishop of Chicago & the Midwest 
9a Hours || 9:30a Greeting of the Hierarch & Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
After Liturgy: Fasting Potluck Reception || 5:30p Great Vespers & Setting Up Classrooms 

Sunday, Dec. 7 The 26th Sunday after Pentecost 
9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, Dec. 9 7:30p Catechism Class (Online; topic: Ordination & Monastic Tonsure) 
Friday, Dec. 12 The Feast of St Spyridon of Trimythous 

8:40a Hours || 9a Churching & Divine Liturgy || 4p Confession by appt. || NO Vespers 
Saturday, Dec. 13 The Feast of Sts Herman & Lucia 

NO Moleben || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, Dec. 14 The 27th Sunday after Pentecost & the Sunday of the Forefathers 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 

 
PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 8 

Catechesis on the Hierarchical Liturgy (final part) 
This week we finish our catechesis on the bishop’s liturgy. 
Having spoken about the rites up to the Gospel last week, 
this week I will comment on the Great Entrance. 

Especially in comparison to the first part of the service, the 
second part of the liturgy is much more similar to what we 
experience (e.g.) on a typical Sunday. That is not 
surprising: The first part of the Divine Liturgy, with its 
history of processions and complex entrance rites, went 
through far more development (mostly in the direction of 

simplification and shortening) than the second part. Still, 
there are a few noticeable differences, especially in terms 
of the sequence of the Great Entrance. 

For background: At a priest’s liturgy, the Great Entrance 
takes place like this: After the litanies that follow the 
Gospel, the deacon does a censing as the choir sings the 
cherubic hymn: “Let us who mystically represent the 
cherubim…” After the censing, the clergy then go to the 
proskomedia table where the bread and wine were 
prepared earlier. They then take them up and bring them 
in a procession from the altar onto the solea. At that point, 
the clergy make several commemorations (two are 
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prescribed; in general practice, other commemorations are 
done ad libitum). Finally, once the commemorations are 
finished, the clergy return to the altar and place the Gifts 
on the holy table as the singers complete the cherubic 
hymn: “That we may receive the King of all…” 

At a bishop’s liturgy, the sequence differs in a number of 
noteworthy ways. The first is that, as the sequence begins, 
the bishop leaves the holy table and comes to the solea so 
that the subdeacons may wash his hands. There is a 
practical reason for this: The bishop needs to wash his 
hands so that he may complete the preparation of the bread and 
wine himself. He does this by going to the proskomedia 
table and making his own commemorations of the living 
and for the departed. As part of this, all of the clergy and 
servers in the altar approach him one-by-one and ask for 
his prayers, kissing his shoulder as they do so. (This is why 
you will see everyone in the altar making several lines to 
approach the bishop; this is also why the Great Entrance 
usually takes quite a bit longer at a bishop’s service—and 
thus why the choir usually sings a longer setting of the 
Cherubic Hymn to cover all of the actions.)  

Finally, after he has finished commemorating all of those 
assisting him as he offers the unbloody sacrifice, the bishop 
veils the bread and wine (typically, that is done before the 
public part of the liturgy). The bishop then gives the 
various items to be carried in procession to the clergy: The 
chalice with wine in it going to the first priest, and the 
diskos with the bread on it going to the first deacon. Led 
by a deacon (or the bishop’s book-bearer) carrying his 
miter and omophorion, the procession leaves the altar. 

The bishop himself, however, does not leave. That is 
noteworthy: Unlike a typical priest’s liturgy (where the 
main priest carries the chalice), the bishop does not take 
part in the procession. Rather, he stays at the altar the entire 
time, waiting to receive the Gifts as they are brought to 
him. Why? Once again, the answer lies in liturgical 
history: In previous centuries, the Great Entrance was not 
the same kind of cursory rite that it is today, where it is 
confined entirely to the interior of the temple. Rather, in 
previous eras, the bread and the wine were brought to the 
holy table from a separate building, where they were 
prepared for the liturgy after being offered by the faithful. 
Later, the place of preparation was transferred to the altar 
area, and the serving priest started to participate in the 
ritual. Because of those changes, the original purpose of 
the procession thus became obscured. But by having the 
bishop receive the Gifts as they are brought to him, there 
is (again) both a trace of the older practice, and also more 
of a sense of the stational character of the liturgy (i.e., there 
is more of a sense that liturgy does not happen all in one 
place, but rather involves a multitude of liturgical spaces, 
each of which has its own meaning and symbolic 
importance). 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them; 
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, 
& Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); 
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & 
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s 
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy 
R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for 
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the 
Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Nancy W. (for healing); Bill G., Jr. 
(for healing); Katie (for healing); Maureen; Carol (Maria 
J.’s mother) (for healing); Chris Joss (for healing); 
Venessa; Jim & Bev (for healing); the suffering Christians 
of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 11/30: Mary Ann Clouse; 12/1: Matthew 
Visnick; 12/3: Bill Butterfield, Vaughn Michael Clouse; 
12/4: John Christani, Sr.; 12/7: Alexandra Tintor; 12/8: 
Alexander Kozikov, Jean Murphy; 12/10: Subdeacon 
David Hoover 
Expecting Parents: Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; 
Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & 
Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Christina R., Connor 
(Joseph) S.; Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., 
Lance (Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William 
(Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin), Anna Marie (daughter 
of Adam & Leah) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.; Joshua Peter T.; Landon (Peter) T. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick 
Anniversary of Repose: Lewis Richter (12/12/2000) 


