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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025 
Sunday, Nov. 16 The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost & the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 

9a Hours, Baptisms, & Divine Liturgy (please note the time) ||  
After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice 

Monday, Nov. 17 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 6:30p Choir Practice || 7:30p Catechism Class (Online; Topic: Death & Burial) 

Thursday, Nov. 20 4p Confession || 6p Festal Vespers with Lity & Artoklasia 
Friday, Nov. 21 The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, Nov. 22 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers || RSVP DEADLINE FOR DEC. 6 RECEPTION  
Sunday, Nov. 23 The 24th Sunday after Pentecost  

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice 

 
PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 6 

Catechesis on the Hierarchical Enarxis 
This week, we continue with our catechesis on the 
hierarchical Divine Liturgy. Having spoken about the 
Vesting last week, we now turn to the Enarxis—literally, 
‘introduction’. The Enarxis, in other words, is the first part 
of the Liturgy: The opening litany (i.e., the Great Litany), 
the Three Antiphons, and the Small Entrance. 

To understand the hierarchical rite, it is again helpful to 
begin with a priest’s liturgy. If we think of a typical Sunday, 
that order goes like this: As the Hours are chanted, the 
deacon censes around the temple. Then, after the censing 
and the Hours, the clergy make their final preparations. In 
some traditions, the holy doors may be opened at this time 
(although, in the strict practice—and the one, actually, 
presumed in the most recent edition of the OCA’s service 
book—they remain closed until the Small Entrance). After 
that, the priest and deacon recite several prayers. The 
deacon then leaves the altar and bids the priest to give a 
blessing. The priest responds: “Blessed is the kingdom, of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit…” The 
deacon then intones the Great Litany. Thereafter singers 

chant the Three Antiphons. On a typical Sunday, these 
are Psalm 102, Psalm 145 (which is followed by the hymn 
of St Justinian to the Only-Begotten Son), and the 
Beatitudes. During the Beatitudes, the clergy take the holy 
Gospel and process with it out of the altar. The priest then 
blesses the entrance, at which point the clergy and the then 
servers re-enter the altar that they just came from. 

In the hierarchical rite, the basic order of all of this is the 
same, but there is a big difference in location: Whereas at a 
priest’s liturgy everything happens at the altar, at the 
bishop’s service most of these actions take place in the 
center of the temple. The reason is this: In earlier times, the 
Small Entrance (i.e., the rite in which the Gospel is 
processed into the altar) was a true entrance: In former 
centuries, the Gospel was kept in a separate room, and so 
the Small Entrance marked the first time that it was 
brought to the altar for the liturgy. Also, in the practice of 
many ancient churches, liturgy was stational. In other 
words, liturgy took place at different locations and 
involved lots of movement. (For that reason, it also took 
significantly longer than our typical celebration nowadays). 
In Constantinople, for example, the liturgy moved around 
the city in a series of processions. As time went on, 
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however, the action of the liturgy became more and more 
confined to the temple. And eventually, the practice 
developed that we know today: At a typical priest’s liturgy, 
the first part of the service takes place almost entirely at the 
altar—with the Antiphons being chanted without 
movement, and with the Small Entrance being a highly 
abridged liturgical action. 

One of the special features of the bishop’s liturgy is that, 
even if the first part of the liturgy is no longer done as an 
outdoors procession, there is still more of a sense that the 
Small Entrance is actually an Entrance: For at a bishop’s 
liturgy, the Small Entrance marks the first time in the 
service that the bishop enters into the holy altar to stand 
before the throne of God in intercession for his people 
(i.e., for the faithful who are gathered in the main part of 
the temple). In this way, then, the hierarchical liturgy 
better preserves a sense of the more ancient practice. 

How the Small Entrance is carried out at a hierarchical 
liturgy is quite beautiful. For background: At a priest’s 
liturgy, the deacon and priest leave the altar and come 
before the holy doors. The priest then blesses the entrance, 
and the deacon lifts up the Gospel while saying: “Wisdom! 
Stand aright!” The singers then chant: “Come, let us 
worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of 
God…” as the clergy re-enter. The rite is thus fairly 
simple. (I think that it’s for this reason, in part, that the 
practice developing of keeping the holy doors shut until 
the Small Entrance—the opening of the doors being one 
of the most important ways of drawing attention to the 
solemnity of a liturgical action, something made necessary 
after the loss of the original meaning of the rite.) 

In contrast, the hierarchical liturgy, again, preserves more 
of the splendor of the ancient practice. What happens is 
this: Having blessed all the clergy and servers to enter the 
altar at the beginning of the Beatitudes, the bishop is left 
alone in the middle of the temple. But then, as he waits 
there, there come to him once again his clergy and servers, 
solemnly bearing the holy Gospel accompanied by candles, 
incense, etc. Having received the Gospel, the bishop then 
blesses the entrance. And then, after the singers are done 
with Beatitudes, the actual entrance follows: The deacon 
intones “Wisdom! Stand aright,” and then the bishop and 
his clergy alone sing “Come, let us worship and fall down 
before Christ…” While they sing, the bishop blesses in the 
four cardinal directions. Having done so, he then enters 
the altar as the singers repeat the verse “Come, let us 
worship…” In this way, yet again, the hierarchical liturgy 
preserves an older liturgical practice mostly lost nowadays: 
In former times, there were many occasions in the liturgy 
where different groups sang in alternation with one another—
unlike the current practice where almost everything is sung 
only by one group of singers (this latter practice is very 
recent, coming about largely through the influence of the 

West over the Russian Church in the 18th-19th centuries). 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them; 
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, 
& Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); 
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & 
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s 
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy 
R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for 
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the 
Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoff (for 
healing); Nancy W. (for healing); Bill G., Jr. (for healing); 
Katie (for healing); Maureen; Carol (Maria J.’s mother) 
(for healing); Chris Joss (for healing); Venessa; Jim & Bev 
(for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine & the 
Middle East 
Birthdays: 11/16: LuAnn Dzura; 11/17: Eric Clouse; 
11/19: Denise Fross, Ken Walker; 11/20: Gloria Hocevar; 
11/21: Betsy LeMaster, Kate Schlotzer 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Joseph & Venessa; 
Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; 
Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., Christina 
R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; Mark 
(Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; 
Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., 
Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick 


