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SERVICES (& EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025

Sunday, Nov. 9

The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost & our Holy Father, Nektarios of Aegina

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || After Liturgy: Parish Annual Meeting

Tuesday, Nov. 11
Wednesday, Nov. 12

Thursday, Nov. 13
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy

Saturday, Nov. 15

4p Confession || 6p Great Vespers

5:30p Celebration of St Martin (Brief Moleben, Procession with Lanterns, & Potluck)

Saint John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople

The Beginning of the Nativity Fast (also called St Philip’s Fast)

9a Hours & Typika || 9:45a Confession || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers

Sunday, Nov. 16

The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost & the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew

9a Hours, Baptisms, (& Divine Liturgy (please note the time)

After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice

PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 5

Catechesis on the Hierarchical Rite of Vesting

This week, we continue with our catechesis on the features
of a hierarchical Divine Liturgy (i.e., of the Divine Liturgy
when celebrated by a bishop). Having finished talking
about the Greeting and the Entrance Prayers last week,
this week we turn to the Vesting.

To understand the hierarchical rite, we should first
comment on the order for a typical priestly celebration.
And actually, that order is fairly simple: On a typical
Sunday, for example, after the priests and deacons say their
Entrance Prayers (which, again, they do usually long before
the faithful come to the temple), they then ask one
another’s forgiveness in the customary liturgical way (i.e.,
by bowing to one another, oftentimes accompanying that
action with a small phrase such as “forgive me” or “forgive
me, brothers and concelebrants”). After that , they enter
into the altar while the senior-most deacon reads an
excerpt from Psalm 5, beginning with the verse: “I shall go
into Thy house; I shall worship toward Thy holy temple in
tear of Thee...” Once the Psalm is finished, the clergy then
venerate the holy table. The deacons then take up their
sacred vestments and ask the senior-most priest for a

blessing (the reason being that, since deacons are ordained
to assist and serve priests and bishops, they are not allowed
to do anything in the Church without a blessing). While
the deacons vest themselves, the priests begin to do the
same. Afterwards, both deacons and priests wash their
hands, while praying a selection from Psalm 25 (LXX): “I
will wash my hands in innocence and I will compass Thine
altar, O Lord...” At that point, a priest and deacon then
go to begin the preparation of the bread and wine for the
Liturgy—a rite that is known as the Proskomedia.

Turning to the bishop’s service: Whereas everything that
I've just mentioned happens quietly before the arrival of
the faithful when a priest serves, the hierarchical rite is
different. The vesting can take place in one of two ways:
(a) The bishop might be vested in the altar in a simple way.
In this case, it takes place quietly as the Hours are being
chanted by the reader. Or (b) it may take place solemnly in
the middle of the temple. In this case, the vesting is
accompanied by special hymns, prayers, and ritual actions.

The second version of the vesting rite (the solemn version)
is the one that we will be doing for His Eminence’s visit.
This form of the vesting started to develop in the practice
of the Greek Church in the 14th century (or at least, the




first records that we have for it go back to that time). From
there, the practice of vesting the bishop in this way spread
to the Churches of the Rus: The earliest sources attesting
to the rite begin to appear there in the early 15th century.

In the current practice, the solemn vesting of the bishop in
the middle of the temple is one of the most notable rites of
the hierarchical liturgy. For me, it is always something
striking to witness: For as it begins, the bishop is stripped
of all of the marks of his office—his beautiful mandiya (or
mantle) is removed, as is also his panagia (this is the image
of the Mother of God that he wears upon his breast);
indeed, even his riassa—his long, flowing, outer black
robe—is taken away. Before the eyes of his congregation,
he is, basically, reduced to the figure of a simple monk, left
only with the dignity of wearing his inner cassock.

And so, what happens next is all the more beautiful:
Having been reduced to the stature of a mere monk, the
bishop is then, before the very eyes of his flock, built up
into a living icon of Christ: While deacons cense him and
say the prayers of vesting, two assisting subdeacons dress
him in his high-priestly garb in the midst of the faithful.

In this way, the rite underscores an essential truth: On the
one hand, within his diocese, the bishop is the living image
(or icon) of Christ the high priest, with all of the rights,
responsibilities, and privileges that that entails. On the
other hand, the fact that he is vested in the midst of his
faithful is also a reminder to us and to him: The bishop’s
ministry exists only for the sake of his flock. And thus too, his
authority is to be exercised only for the sake of upbuilding
them. This critically important theological truth is best
expressed in the prayer that is said by the deacon as the
bishop is vested in his omophorion (this is the distinctive
vestment worn by a bishop, which is typically a long, broad
band of brocade, often silk or velvet, decorated with crosses
and sometimes other embroidery, and which is placed
about the neck and around the shoulders over the bishop’s
other vestments). As he is vested in it, the deacon says:
“When Thou hadst taken upon Thy shoulders human
nature which had gone astray, O Christ, Thou didst bear
it to heaven, unto thy God and Father, always, now and
ever and unto ages of ages.” In this way, as the bishop is
vested with this garment, he is reminded of the gravity of
his calling, and of the serious responsibility of his office in
caring for the flock of Christ—especially those who have
gone astray, so that he might bring them back to God.

After the vesting is complete, the subdeacons bring the
candles to the bishop, who then blesses with them as the
choir once again sings the hymn 7Ton dhespotin... (as
mentioned last week). With that action having been
completed, the vesting thus comes to it end.

PRAYER LIST

For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them;
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members:
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael,
{7 Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (LLaurie A.’s mother);
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, &
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K's aunt); Rich (Cindy
R’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.s brother); Elizabeth (for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the
Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. (first
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A.,
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing);
James 1. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoft (for
healing); Nancy W. (for healing); Bill G., Jr. (for healing);
Katie (for healing); Maureen; Carol (Maria J.s mother)
(for healing); Chris Joss (for healing); Venessa; the
suffering Christians of Ukraine {J the Middle East

Birthdays: 11/10: Johnny Christani, Evelyn Wick; 11/12:
Tom Alexander, Natalie Antonoff, Nick Monda

Anniversaries: 11/10: Jim & Darlene Horabik, 11/12:
Dave & Michele Schroeder; 11/15: Dennis & Gloria
Hocevar

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Joseph & Venessa;
Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily;
Deacon Paul {& Mat. Sarah

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., Christina
R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; Mark
(Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E.; Lance (Jacob) M.;
Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S.,
Andrew (Isaac) S.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John)
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C,;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family);
Vincent (Thomas A.s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin);
Perry (Jim C.s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F;
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of
Debbie B.); Margaret (Peggy) Yomnick

Anniversary of Repose: Kathryn “Kay” Simerick
(11/11/2011), Krystina Apatsky (11/14/1994)




