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SERVICES & EVENTS BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2025 
Sunday, Nov. 2 The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
After Liturgy: Parish Town Hall on Budget 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 7:30p Catechism (Online; Topic: Confession & Unction) 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 6:30p Choir Practice 

Friday, Nov. 7 6p Great Vespers 
Saturday, Nov. 8 The Synaxis of the Archangel Michael 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 4p Catechism || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday, Nov. 9 The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost & the Commemoration of St Nektarios of Aegina 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || After Liturgy: Parish Annual Meeting 

 

PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 4 
Second Catechesis on the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
This week, we continue last week’s catechesis about the 
features of a hierarchical Divine Liturgy—i.e., of the 
Divine Liturgy when presided over by a bishop, 
surrounded by his presbyters, deacons, and faithful. To 
talk about it, we will look at some of the differences of his 
liturgy from that which is presided over by a priest. 

Bracketing some of the differences in preparation that 
would not be seen by most, the first difference comes at 
the very beginning of the service: Whereas a typical Divine 
Liturgy celebrated by a priest begins with the censing of 
the Church during the Hours (or at the end of Matins), 
the hierarchical service includes a solemn greeting of the 
hierarch at the main entrance of the temple. (And actually, 
in older books, there is a special rite for the procession of 
the hierarch to the temple. But this rite is not commonly 
observed any more since, in today’s practice, a hierarch 
usually does not get to the temple by walking.) For those 
churches with a traditional set of Russian-style bells, the 
arrival of the hierarch is marked in a special way: The bells 
are rung in a manner that is unique to the meeting of the 
hierarch. In this way, the solemn nature of the occasion is 
underscored. Meanwhile, as the ringing takes place, the 

altar curtain is opened (where there is one) and the clergy 
who will serve together with the bishop leave the altar to 
go to the main doors of the temple to greet him—the 
priests being lined up in rank, the deacons holding 
smoking censers along with the trikirion (triple-candle) 
and dikirion (double-candle), and the subdeacons (who 
will be his main assistants for the entire liturgy) holding 
his mantiya (monastic cloak) and his pastoral staff to give 
to him once he enters the temple. (The staff is the principal 
sign of his teaching authority. That is why, for instance, he 
will hold this staff later on when he preaches.) 

Having approached the main entrance of the temple, the 
bishop gives up his outdoor walking stick. At that point, 
the subdeacons then vest him in the mantiya and give him 
his pastoral staff. Once he is vested, the ringing of the bells 
comes to an end. The choir then sings a verse from Psalm 
112 (LXX): “From the rising to the setting of the sun, the 
Name of the Lord is to be praised. Blessed be the Name of 
the Lord, henceforth and forevermore.” 

At that point, the hierarch is then customarily greeted by 
representatives of the parish: This includes, typically the 
first-ranking lay person of the parish council (i.e., the 
president or vice president or warden), as well as others 
blessed by the rector. This customary greeting usually 
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involves presenting the hierarch with a loaf of bread and 
salt—these being customary signs of hospitality and 
welcome in many Slavic countries. Once they are done, the 
rector of the parish then greets the hierarch and gives him 
a hand-cross. Having been greeted and welcomed, the 
hierarch now does likewise: He greets all of the priests who 
have assembled to serve with him according to their ranks 
(except that the rector who presented him with the hand-
cross goes last, so that he may take the cross back from the 
hierarch). At that point, the deacon who is serving in first 
place will bid the bishop to bless the smoking incense. 
Once the bishop has done so, the second deacon will say 
“Wisdom!” and the first deacon will start to read the prayer 
“It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos…” Similar to 
how it is used in other services to mark the end of a 
liturgical unit, the singing of this hymn thus functions as 
the dismissal hymn for this formal rite of greeting. 

Having been intoned by the deacon, the choir then takes 
up the hymn and sings it to a very slow and especially 
beautiful melody. Meanwhile, led by his assisting clergy, 
the bishop enters the nave of the church and goes up to the 
foot of the solea (i.e., the elevated platform in front of the 
iconostas) so that he can begin the next major part of the 
liturgy: the Entrance Prayers. These prayers are always 
said by clergy before they vest to serve the Liturgy. In our 
current practice, on a typical Sunday (for example) the 
faithful would normally not see this part of the service 
since, when a priest serves, he does these prayers alone and 
usually much earlier in the day before the faithful begin to 
arrive. In the hierarchical form of the service, however, this 
is not the case, since at the bishop’s liturgy the faithful 
gather before the arrival of the bishop to await him. 

In any event, towards the end of the Entrance Prayers, the 
bishop prays the same prayer said also by a priest before he 
serves the liturgy: “O Lord, stretch forth thy hand from thy 
holy dwelling place on high, and strengthen me for this, 
thine appointed service, that standing without 
condemnation before thy throne, I may offer the bloodless 
sacrifice. For thine is the power and the glory unto ages of 
ages. Amen.” Having completed this prayer, he turns to 
bless the faithful with both his hands. (Blessing with both 
of his hands, and not only his right, is the prerogative of a 
bishop since he is graced with the fullness of holy orders.) 
Meanwhile, the choir sings a short hymn in Greek: Ton 
Dhespotin kai Arkhierea imon, Kyrie filate. Eis polla eti, 
Dhespota. In English, this would read: “Our master and 
high priest, preserve, O Lord. Many years, O master.” Like 
other parts of the hierarchical service, this hymn is sung in 
Greek as a way of honoring the fact that the Gospel was 
received by our forebears from missionaries coming from 
the Greek-speaking East. Once the hymn is concluded, 
the Entrance Prayers are done and the servers make ready 
for the next part of the liturgy: the vesting of the bishop. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them; 
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, 
& Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); 
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & 
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s 
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy 
R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for 
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the 
Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoff (for 
healing); Nancy W. (for healing); Bill G., Jr. (for healing); 
Katie (for healing); Maureen; Carol (Maria J.’s mother) 
(for healing); Chris Joss (for healing); Venessa; the 
suffering Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 11/5: Nora Sherman; 11/7: Cassandra Miller; 
11/8: Luba Schelkanov 
Anniversaries: 11/3: Andy & LuAnn Dzura; 11/8: John 
& Valerie Christani 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Joseph & Venessa; 
Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; 
Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., Christina 
R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; Mark 
(Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; 
Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., 
Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Anna Hadzinksy (11/5/1982) 


