
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

Services & Events Beginning Sunday, October 26, 2025 
Sunday, Oct. 26 The 20th Sunday after Pentecost & the Feast of St Demetrius 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice  
Due Today: Submission of Potential Agenda Items for Annual Meeting  

Tuesday, Oct. 28 7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic: the Eucharist) 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 

Saturday, Nov. 1 9a–2p Mel Tintor Blood Drive || 4p Catechesis || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday, Nov. 2 The 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
After Liturgy: Parish Town Hall on Budget 

 
PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 3 

First Catechesis on the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 
Since announcing His Eminence’s visit, I’ve been asked a lot 
about the particularities of the Divine Liturgy when served by 
a bishop. By way of answering those questions, this week I will 
start to provide some catechesis. This first article is adapted 
from an entry by one of the world’s foremost Orthodox 
authorities on liturgical history and theology, Fr Michael 
Zheltov. I have added my own comments in brackets. 

The hierarchical service (Greek: archieratikē leitougia, 
Latin: liturgia pontificalis), in the Byzantine rite, is a 
service performed by a bishop. 

According to the apostolic church order, the bishop is the 
head of his ecclesiastical domain, symbolizing Christ, the 
Head of the entire Church: “Wherever the bishop is, there 
the people must also be, just as where Jesus Christ is, there 
is the Catholic Church” (St Ignatius the God-bearer, 
Epistle to the Smyrnaeans, ch. 8 [St Ignatius reposed in the 
early 2nd century]). Therefore, in the liturgical assembly, 
the bishop occupies the same place that Christ occupied 
among His disciples. In connection with this, the bishop 
has the right (and in ancient times, often the duty) to 
preside over every divine service in his diocese; vicar bishops 
and priests perform services to the extent that they are 
permitted to do so by the diocesan bishop: “Only that 

Eucharist should be considered true which is celebrated by 
the bishop or by one to whom he himself entrusts it” 
(ibid.). According to ancient descriptions of Christian 
worship … the bishop led the host of clergy in performing 
not only the sacraments of the Eucharist and Priesthood, 
but also Baptism, Chrismation, and Penance. … Over the 
course of history, the parish system was established in the 
Church, so that the main celebrants of the divine services 
in each parish became priests. Nevertheless, the liturgical 
life of the parish depends entirely on the ruling bishop: 
“No priest can perform the sacred rite… unless he has 
ordination, and ordination comes from the bishop. 
Consequently, the bishop’s grace acts through him … ” (St 
Simeon of Thessalonica, On Holy Anointing, ch. 77). The 
idea of the connection between the bishop and the parish 
is constantly emphasized: the name of the ruling bishop is 
proclaimed at almost every service; the Eucharist is 
celebrated on an antimins signed by the bishop. 

[In other words, the Liturgy celebrated by a bishop is not 
the exception to the normal rule of the Liturgy being 
celebrated by a priest. Rather, the reverse is the case: The 
Church’s norm is the Divine Liturgy as celebrated by the 
bishop as the one who possesses the fullness of holy orders, 
and who is thus the normal minister of the sacraments. 
The Liturgy celebrated by a priest is an exception to this 
norm, and that exception is indicated ritually (e.g.) by 
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virtue of the fact that, to celebrate the liturgy, a priest must 
possess an antimens signed by the ruling bishop; or again 
by virtue of the fact that, when a bishop serves, priests 
always serve as the first-ranking—something that we find, 
again, already in the writings of St Ignatius of Antioch.] 

Peculiarities in the order of other sacred rites with the 
participation of a bishop. The order of the hierarchical 
service requires the participation of a large number of 
clergy. This includes the protodeacon, several priests and 
deacons, and subdeacons. Two subdeacons present the 
dikerion (double candle) and trikerion (triple candle) to the 
bishop; they also usually spread out the orletsi (eagle-rugs) 
for the bishop. Two subdeacons hold the ripidia (the 
liturgical fans), another (the book-bearer) holds liturgical 
books in front of the bishop, and another (the staff-bearer) 
carries the bishop’s staff. Finally, when the service is 
performed by the ruling bishop in his own diocese, one 
holds the primikirion (a single candle). … 

A bishop is vested in a special manner, symbolizing the 
fullness of the grace that rests upon him. One of the most 
ancient testimonies to the vestments of a bishop differing 
from those of other clergy is contained in the Apostolic 
Constitutions (VIII 12.4). … [T]he main sign of 
distinction between a bishop and a priest is the 
omophorion, which is mentioned as the usual episcopal 
vestment already by St Isidore of Pelusium (first half of the 
5th century). Until the 11th/12th centuries, the 
omophorion was the only sign of distinction for bishops, 
and it was worn over the full priestly vestments. But over 
time, other vestments were added to the episcopal 
vestments. The full set of vestments had developed in 
Orthodoxy by the 18th century. This tradition includes the 
bishop’s sticharion [this is the white robe that is put on 
first], the epitrachelion [this is the vestment that hangs in 
front of the bishop; it is the same vestment worn by a 
priest: e.g., this is what he puts on your heard when he 
absolves you in confession], belt [this is exactly what it 
sounds like], cuffs [these are what the bishop, priest, and 
deacon wear on their wrists to keep their other vestments 
tucked away], palitsa [this is a diamond-shaped vestment 
worn on the side of a bishop or high-ranking priest], sakkos 
[basically a tunic with wide sleeves], which can be replaced 
by a phelonion [that is the long decorated robe worn by a 
priest at the divine services], two versions of the 
omophorion (large and small—the first is worn for 
processions, and the second is worn for the sacraments 
themselves), panagia [the decorated icon of the Mother of 
God that the bishop wears upon his breast]. The bishop 
also wears a cross during the services and a second panagia 
(if he has been awarded it), and a miter [crown]. As an 
archpastor, the bishop has an archpastoral staff … As a 
monk, a bishop also dons monastic vestments, of which 
the bishop’s mantle, klobuk [the black hat with a veil that 

he wears], … (Retrieved online: https://azbyka.ru/arhierejskoe-
bogosluzhenie. Preliminary translation.) 

 
PRAYER LIST 

For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.), 
David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents 
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them; 
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members: 
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael, 
& Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie A.’s mother); 
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin 
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, & 
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s 
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy 
R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for 
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the 
Archpriest Michael S. (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoff (for 
healing); Nancy W. (for healing); Bill G., Jr. (for healing); 
Katie (for healing); Maureen; Carol (Maria J.’s mother) 
(for healing); Chris Joss (for healing); Venessa; the 
suffering Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthday: 10/31: Emmett Fredericks 
Anniversary: 10/25: Thomas & Miranda Oberhausen 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Joseph & Venessa; 
Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; Reader Jared & Emily; 
Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., Christina 
R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; Mark 
(Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) M.; 
Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S., 
Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Lucy 
June (daughter of Peter & Caitlin) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian John) 
S.; Elysia (Elesa) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti family); 
Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s cousin); 
Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Adam F.; 
Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.); Glenn (friend of 
Debbie B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Richard Stark (10/28/2022) 


