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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, October 19, 2025 
Sunday, Oct. 19 The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
2–5p Teen Group Corn Maze Activity 

Tuesday, Oct. 21 7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic: Initiation/Enlightenment: Baptism & Chrismation) 
Saturday, Oct. 25 Memorial Saturday (Saturday before the Feast of St Demetrius) 

3:30p Panikhida (Halligan, Kozikov, & Gorbatenko families) || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession 
Sunday, Oct. 26 The 20th Sunday after Pentecost & the Feast of St Demetrius 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy || After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice  
DUE TODAY: Submission of Potential Agenda Items for Annual Meeting  

 
PURCHASING THE KINGDOM  

WITH A FEW COINS 
The Scripture & the Fathers on Almsgiving 

Last week at the end of my sermon, I quoted some remarks 
from St John Chrysostom where he says this: “for a few small 
coins [the one who gives to the poor] acquires heavenly 
treasures for himself.” Those are bold words. But really, 
they can be multiplied indefinitely: For remarks such as these 
can be found all over his works, and indeed throughout 
Scripture and the writings of the Fathers. As a follow-up on 
my remarks last Sunday, then, here are some quotes about 
almsgiving to consider, especially as we start to get close to 
the beginning of the Nativity Fast. Most of them come from 
St John’s “Sermon on Almsgiving” (translated by Gus 
George Christo [Fathers of the Church, volume 96]). 
If we overlook the poor, God will overlook us. “Give 
alms from your possessions to all who live uprightly, and 
do not let your eye begrudge the gift when you make it. 
Do not turn your face away from any poor man, and the 
face of God will not be turned away from you. If you 
have many possessions, make your gift from them in 
proportion; if few, do not be afraid to give according to 
the little you have. So you will be laying up a good 
treasure for yourself against the day of necessity. For 

charity delivers from death and keeps you from entering 
the darkness” (Tobit 4:7–11). 
Almsgiving delivers us from (eternal) death. Prayer is 
good when accompanied by fasting, almsgiving, and 
righteousness. A little with righteousness is better than 
much with wrongdoing. It is better to give alms than to 
treasure up gold. For almsgiving delivers from death, 
and it will purge away every sin. Those who perform 
deeds of charity and of righteousness will have fulness 
of life; but those who commit sin [i.e., by not giving] are 
the enemies of their own lives (Tobit 12:8–10). 
Being poor is worst in winter… and winter is coming. 
“during the season of winter, the battle against [the poor 
and destitute] is mighty from all quarters, and the siege 
is twice as great: the famine that devours the viscera 
from within and the frost that freezes and deadens the 
flesh from without. Therefore, they need more 
nourishment, a heavier garment, a shelter, a bed, shoes, 
and many other things” (St John Chrysostom). 
Why we should give to the poor especially on Sunday. 
“It is on this day that we put aside every work, when our 
soul beams with joy from relaxation; most important of 
all, we have enjoyed innumerable blessings this day. For 
on this day death was abolished, the curse was erased, 
sin disappeared, the doors of Hades were broken into 
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pieces, the devil was imprisoned, the long-lasting war 
ended, and reconciliation between God and men 
happened. And our race returned to its former, or, better 
yet, to a much greater nobility, and the sun beheld that 
marvelous and paradoxical sight: man being born 
immortal ‘ … For we were lost and then found, dead 
and alive again, enemies and then reconciled.’ For this 
reason, it is fitting to honor it with spiritual honor-
neither to hold banquets, nor to pour out wine like 
water, nor to get drunk and dance, but rather to render 
great abundance to the poorer of the brethren. [And 
so…] [o]n each Day of the Lord, let everyone lay aside 
in his house the Master’s money [note whose money it is—
the Master’s, not ours]; and let the deed become a law and 
an immovable custom” (St John Chrysostom). 
Collect money at home to give on Sunday. “[L]et us 
collect money in the home for the explicit purpose of 
almsgiving; … let everyone’s house become a church 
that will have sacred money stored up within it. … 
Wherever money is stored up for the poor, that place is 
inaccessible to the demons; and the money that is 
collected together for almsgiving fortifies Christian 
homes more than a shield, spear, weapons, physical 
power, and multitudes of soldiers (St John Chrysostom). 
We should give without asking questions. “[I]f God 
should examine minutely each of our issues as we 
investigate about the poor, we would not bring to pass 
for ourselves one single pardon or mercy. ‘With the 
judgment you judge,’ He says, ‘you shall be judged’ 
(Matt. 7:2) Therefore, become a philanthropist and 
gentle toward your fellow-slave, and remit his many sins 
and have mercy upon him, so that you too may become 
worthy of the same favorable verdict from God. What 
circumstances do you weave for yourself? Why are you a 
busybody and why do you meddle with other folks’ 
affairs? God did not command us to investigate the lives 
of others and demand of them accounts, and to be 
curious after others’ ways of life (St John Chrysostom). 
Really, just give. And when it is the opportune time for 
almsgiving and philanthropy, correct the poverty, do 
away with the hunger, deliver yourself from the 
affliction, do not busy yourself any further. For, in truth, 
if we are going to examine lives, we will never have 
mercy upon any human being; rather, hindered by this 
inopportune meddlesomeness, we will remain fruitless 
and destitute of all help, and we shall submit ourselves 
to great toil to no purpose and in vain. For this reason I 
now beg you truly: banish far from us this ill-timed 
curiosity, and give to all who have need (St John 
Chrysostom). 

PRAYER LIST 
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian 
C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the 
residents of St Herman’s House, as well as those who 
serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his 
family members: Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), 
Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice 
(Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of 
Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the Archpriest 
Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Priest Michael S. (for 
healing); Glenn (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoff (for 
healing); Nancy Walchanowicz (for healing); Bill 
Gubser, Jr. (for healing); Katie (for healing); Maureen; 
Carol (Maria J.’s mother) (for healing); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 10/19: Merrick Wagner; 10/22: James 
Renda; 10/23: Laura (Hoffacker) Fredericks, Meredith 
Nicoletti 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin; 
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; 
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance 
(Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William 
(Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian 
John) S.; Elysia (Elesa) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James 
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti 
family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory 
K.’s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don 
P.); Adam F.; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Delphine Dell’antonio (10/18) 
(accidentally omitted last week), Carl Krivenki (10/22) 


