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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, October 12, 2025 
Sunday, Oct. 12 The 18th Sunday after Pentecost & the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
7p Tales for an October Night (at St Nicholas; gathering starts at 6:30pm) 

Tuesday, Oct. 14 7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic: Prayer, Fasting, & Almsgiving) 
Friday, Oct. 15 & Saturday, Oct. 16: Fr Mark Away to Serve our Deanery’s Mission in Athens 

Saturday, Oct. 16 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, Oct. 17 The 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy 
2–5p Teen Group Corn Maze Activity 

 
EXPERIENCING COMMUNION  

WITH GOD IN PRAYER & SILENCE 
Some Reflections from  

Metropolitan Anthony (Bloom) 
This week in one of our Gospels (the reading from John 
appointed for this Sunday’s commemoration of the Holy 
Fathers), we hear our Lord in prayer to his Father. In some 
way, the entirety of our Christian life is learning how to 
enter into that prayer for ourselves: how to call upon God as 
our Father, through the grace of him who is the eternal Son 
of the Father. In that vein, then, for this week, here are some 
reflections on prayer from Metropolitan Antony (Bloom) (of 
blessed memory). They come from his book, Living Prayer. 
We all know in human relationships that love and 
friendship are deep when we can be silent with someone. 
As long as we need to talk in order to keep in touch, we 
can safely and sadly assume that the relationship is still 
superficial; and so, if we want to worship God, we must 
first of all learn to feel happy, being silent together with 
him. This is an easier thing to do than one might think 
at first; it needs a little time, some confidence and the 
courage to start. 
Once the Curé d’Ars, a French saint of the eighteenth 

century, asked an old peasant what he was doing sitting 
for hours in the church, seemingly not even praying; the 
peasant replied: ‘I look at him, he looks at me and we are 
happy together.’ That man had learned to speak to God 
without breaking the silence of intimacy by words. If we 
can do that, we can use any form of worship. If we try 
to make worship itself out of the words we use, we will 
get desperately tired of those words, because unless they 
have the depth of silence, they are shallow and tiresome. 
But how inspiring words can be once they are backed by 
silence and are infused with the right spirit: 
‘O Lord, open Thou my lips; and my mouth shall show 
forth thy praise’ (Ps 51:15). 

The Essence of Prayer 
… every meeting with God is, in a certain sense, a last 
judgement. Whenever we come into the presence of 
God, whether in the sacraments or in prayer, we are 
doing something which is full of danger because, 
according to the words of scripture, God is a fire. Unless 
we are ready to surrender ourselves without reservation 
to the divine fire and to become “that burning bush of 
the desert, which burned but was never consumed, we 
shall be scorched, because the experience of prayer can 
only be known from the inside, and is not to be dallied 
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with. 
Coming nearer to God is always a discovery both of the 
beauty of God and of the distance there is between him 
and us. … Every time we come near God, it is either life 
or death we are confronted with. It is life if we come to 
him in the right spirit, and are renewed by him. It is 
death if we come to him without the spirit of worship 
and a contrite heart; it is death if we bring pride or 
arrogance. Therefore, before we set out on the so-called 
thrilling adventure of prayer, it cannot be too strongly 
stated that nothing more significant, more awe-
inspiring, can occur than meeting the God we set out to 
meet. It is essential to realise that we will lose our life in 
the process: the old Adam we are must die. We are 
intensely attached to the old man, afraid for him, and it 
is very difficult, not only at the outset but years after we 
have begun, to feel that we are completely on the side of 
Christ, against the old Adam. … 
It is only with a feeling of fear, of adoration, with the 
utmost veneration that we can approach this adventure 
of prayer, and we must live up to it outwardly as 
completely and precisely as possible. It is not enough to 
lounge in an armchair, saying: now, I place myself in an 
act of veneration in the presence of God. We have to 
realise that if Christ were standing in front of us, we 
would comport ourselves differently, and we must learn 
to behave in the presence of the invisible Lord as we 
would in the presence of the Lord made visible to us. 
Too often prayer has no such importance in our lives 
that everything else fades away to give it room. Prayer is 
additional to a great many things; we wish God to be 
present, not because there is no life without him, not 
because he is the supreme value, but because it would be 
so nice, in addition to all the great benefits of God, to 
have also his presence. He is additional to our needs, and 
when we seek him in that spirit we do not meet him. 
Yet notwithstanding all that has just been said, prayer, 
dangerous as it appears, is the best way to go ahead 
towards the fulfilment of our calling, to become fully 
human, which means in full communion with God and, 
ultimately, what St Peter calls partakers of the divine 
nature. 
Love and friendship do not grow if we are not prepared 
to sacrifice a great deal for their sake, and in the same 
way we must be ready to put aside many things in order 
to give God the first place. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian 
C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the 
residents of St Herman’s House, as well as those who 
serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his 
family members: Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), 
Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice 
(Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of 
Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the Archpriest 
Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the Priest Michael S. (for 
healing); Glenn (for healing); Christopher M. (first 
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., 
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the 
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); 
James I. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoff (for 
healing); Nancy Walchanowicz (for healing); Bill 
Gubser, Jr. (for healing); Katie (for healing); the 
suffering Christians of Ukraine & the Middle East 
Birthdays: 10/12: Paul Tintor, Alexi (Byltsov) 
Antonoff; 10/13: Venessa Pohl; 10/14: Emily 
Medakovich; 10/17: Kaitlin Murphy, Mario Christani, 
Fr Dn Paul Schlafer 
Anniversaries: 10/12: Chad & Meredith Nicoletti 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin; 
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; 
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance 
(Jacob) M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William 
(Sergius) S., Andrew (Isaac) S. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian 
John) S.; Elysia (Elesa) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James 
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti 
family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory 
K.’s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don 
P.); Adam F.; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.) 
Anniversary of Repose: Christina Cindric (10/14/2021) 


