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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, October 5, 2025

Sunday, Oct. 5

The 17th Sunday after Pentecost & the Holy Martyr Charitina

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice || 5p Vigil (deanery service at St Innocent Church)

Monday, Oct. 6

The Glorification of St Innocent, the Apostle to the Americas

8:40a Hours & Divine Liturgy (deanery service at St Innocent Church)

Tuesday, Oct. 7
Saturday, Oct. 11
Sunday, Oct. 12

6:30p Choir Practice || No catechism class this evening
4p Catechism Class (book group) || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confession
The 18th Sunday after Pentecost & the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
7p Tales for an October Night (az the Chongris’ House)

PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 2

Specific Functions of the Ordained Clergy

Last week for catechesis, I included an excerpt from the
catechism that the OCA published a few years ago, “Essential
Orthodox Christian Beliefs,” on the orders of priest and bishop.
This week, I am including another excerpt that speaks to
different functions of the Church’s orders.

[In the early Church...] [t]he main task of the bishop was
to preside at the altar—giving voice to the people and to
the royal priesthood by offering the prayers of the Church.
... [the bishop’s functions at that time were] delineated in
the document known as the Apostolic Tradition, which
represented the liturgical praxis of Rome in the early third
century. The ordination prayer for the bishop mentions his
function of “propitiating (God’s) countenance and to offer
the gifts of (His) holy church™— to preside at the
Eucharist; his function of “having the power to forgive
sins"— to receive the penitent back to communion,
through what would later be called the sacrament of
confession; his function of conferring orders”— to ordain
presbyters and deacons and other ranks and orders; and his
function of “loosening every bond”— to exorcise in
baptism and to heal. Though assisted by others, such as
presbyters and deacons, as the president at the Eucharist,

he was the main liturgist and celebrant for the community.

As the local leader, he was also the main teacher, since it
was his teaching that was reflected in the anaphoral prayer.
His teaching was therefore the teaching and doctrine of
the local church; its orthodoxy of doctrine depended
entirely upon his own. That is the reason that a bishop and
his community would break communion with another
bishop and community if their doctrine diverged
significantly. The unity of the Church depended upon the
unity of the bishops with one another, and their mutual
recognition of each as holding the same faith. The bishops
defined the faith of their community, and they were
therefore the glue which held the universal Church
together.

This centrality of the bishop, to provide the doctrinal norm
for the community, is expressed during the consecration of
bishops in the Orthodox Church. That is, they are
ordained during the Divine Liturgy in time for them to
give the homily—to exercise their office as teacher.

The main task of the presbyter was to exercise authority as
one of the rulers of the local church. The presbyters as a
group, along with their leader, the bishop, made decisions
regarding the governance of the local church—for
example, who[m] to appoint as reader. ... [e.g.] when




Bishop Alexander of Alexandria wanted to depose his
presbyter Arius, he had to call his other presbyters to do
this. The presbyteral council had local power, exercised in
conjunction with the bishop.

It was natural, therefore, that when all the faithful could
not gather in the same place for the Eucharist under the
presidency of the bishop, that he would appoint one of his
presbyters to serve the “overflow” congregation elsewhere.
This arrangement was at least as old of St. Ignatius in the
early second century, who wrote that a Eucharist was valid
if it was presided over by a bishop “or one to whom he shall
have committed it.”

Very soon, in fact, the Church grew to such proportions
that many Eucharists were presided over by presbyters, and
not by the bishop, though the bishop remained the local
leader throughout the city, village, or hamlet over which
he presided, and arranged for all the baptisms there. In the
present day, with our large dioceses where the bishops
must provide administrative leadership over many cities,
villages, and hamlets, the normal president at the
Eucharist is always a presbyter, the bishop being rarely
seen. Almost all the episcopal, pastoral, and liturgical
tunctions have devolved upon the presbyters, ordination
being the sole exception.

The main task of the deacon was one of financial service
and pastoral aid. Deacons were the institutional servants of
the Church, responsible for the exercise of the
congregation’s diakonia. Indeed, the word “deacon” means
“servant”, and diakonia means “service”. But not just any
service—service to the poor. [And then, Acts 6:1, Acts 11:29,
and Romans 15:31 are cited as examples. ]

In the early church, he was charged with oversight for the
church’s charitable work, and for such pastoral tasks as
taking Holy Communion to those who were absent from
the Liturgy. The deacon functioned as a liturgical assistant
to the presiding clergy in the Liturgy, offering the laity’s
prayers in the litanies because of his pastoral ministry to
the laity throughout the week. Nowadays it is customary
to regard the deacon merely as a liturgical ornament to the
bishop—nice to have, but distinctly superfluous. ... This
would have been unthinkable in the early church. ...

Because of their liturgical role as assistant in the Liturgy,
deacons are ordained at the place in the service which best
reveals their role as assistant—that is, they are ordained
after consecration of the Eucharistic gifts, but before their
distribution, so that they can help to distribute Holy
Communion. Even now, at every Liturgy, the deacon is
the one bringing out the Chalice and inviting the faithful
to come forward.

(Retrieved  online:  https://essentialbeliefs.org/chapter-
9/specific-functions-of-ordained-clergy.)

PRAYERLIST
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),

David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them;
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members:
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael,
{7 Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (LLaurie A.’s mother);
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, &
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K's aunt); Rich (Cindy
R’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the
infant Kennedy; the Bishop Vasily (newly-ordained
bishop of the Diocese of the West); the Priest Michael S.
(for healing); Glenn (for healing); Christopher M. (first
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A.,
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing);
James 1. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoft (for
healing); Nancy Walchanowicz (for healing); Bill Gubser,
Jr. (for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the
Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria & those
being starved in Gaza)

Birthdays: 10/7: Maria Kucmanic, Sue Hoffacker

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob;
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob)
M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.; William (Sergius) S.,
Andrew (Isaac) S.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Elysia
(daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian
John) S.; Elysia (Elesa) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti
family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s
cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.);
Adam F; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Elizabeth “Betty” Biliski
(10/10/2007)




