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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, September 28, 2025

Sunday, Sept. 28

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost & Our Venerable Father Chariton

9a Church School || 9:10a Hours || 9:30a Baptism of Elysia || 10a Divine Liturgy

Monday, Sept. 29
Tuesday, Sept. 30
Wednesday, Oct. 1

Saturday, Oct. 4
Sunday, Oct. 5

Fr Mark @ Cleveland Deanery Meeting @ St Nicholas Church in Mogadore
6p Great Vespers || 7:30p Catechism (online; topic: asceticism)

The Protection (Pokrov) of our Most Holy Lady, Theotokos ¢ Ever-Virgin Mary
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy

4p Catechism Class (book group) || 5:30p Great Vespers (& Confession
The 17th Sunday after Pentecost & the Fathers of the 7th Ecumenical Council

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Divine Liturgy
After Liturgy: Hierarchical Practice | | Evening: Fr Mark serving Vigil @ St Innocent Church

PREPARING FOR OUR BISHOP’S VISIT, PT. 1
On the Offices in the Church

In ten weeks, we will have a hierarchical visit from His
Eminence, Archbishop Daniel. To start preparing for it, I will
be offering some catecheses on the coming weeks, especially since
some have asked about the rites unique to a Hierarchical
Divine Liturgy. But before that, I thought that it would be
good to say something about the offices of the Church. To that
end, for instruction this week I offer this selection from the
catechism that the OCA published a few years ago, “Essential
Orthodox Christian Beliefs,” which speaks about the three
orders of the Church and the distinction of the orders of
presbyter and bishop.

[In the Church] ...there is a distinction between clergy and
laity, in that some gifts are given by the Spirit through the
laying on of hands with prayer in the sacrament of
ordination. That is because the exercise of some gifts
involves authority over the community, and this authority
needs to be publicly and widely recognized, acknowledged,
and blessed. We glimpse this distinction in Hebrews
13:17, which exhorts the faithful to “obey your leaders and
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls
as men who will have to give account.”

We also catch other glimpses of this in the New
Testament. For example, in Acts 14:23 Luke relates that
Paul and Barnabas ordained presbyters for them in every
church. The word rendered here “ordained” is the
Greek cheirotoneo, which means, “to appoint, choose,
install.” The means of appointing presbyters through the
prayerful laying on of hands is seen in 1 Timothy 4:14,
where Paul reminds Timothy of his own appointment. We
see this reflected also in Acts 6:6, with the appointment of
men to deal with the church’s financial distribution to the
widows (ever afterward identified as the first men to be
ordained as deacons): “These they set before the apostles,
and they prayed and laid their hands upon them.” A
presbyter was one of those who ruled the local
congregation with real authority and jurisdiction.

At first, the words presbyter/elder (presbyteros) and bishop
(episcopos) were used interchangeably. In Acts 20, St. Paul
summons the presbyters of Ephesus (vs. 17) and reminds
them that God made them bishops (vs. 28). In his first
instructions to Timothy (1 Tim 3), Paul speaks only of
bishops and deacons, though he later speaks also of
presbyters (for example, in 1 Tim 5:17). In his instructions
to Titus, Paul tells him to appoint presbyters (vs. 5) and
goes on immediately to describe the worthy candidate as a
bishop (vs. 7). These verses indicate that the words




presbyteros and episcopos described the same office.

We see this identity of terminology also in such early works
as the Didache (c. 100) chapter 15, which encourages the
reader to “appoint for yourselves bishops and deacons
worthy of the Lord,” with no mention of presbyters, since
these were then identical with the bishops.

The same terminology can be found in I Clement (late 1st
century). ... However, just a few years later, in the letters
of St. Ignatius of Antioch, we read of the three separate
offices of bishop, presbyter, and deacon. Thus, for
example, Ignatius writes to the Ephesians, “your council of
presbyters is tuned to the bishop as strings to a lyre.” Here
the offices of bishop and presbyter are clearly distinct.
What happened?

... the development was merely terminological. If the end
of the first century saw so profound a change as the
creation of a new office, gathering to itself new authority
(the so-called “creation of the monepiscopacy”), it is
inconceivable that this innovation from the apostolic
model would have emerged with no protest or left no
record of the ensuing conflict. Yet no record of any such
conflict survives. Indeed, Ignatius wrote to the churches of
the area, including the Roman church, confident that the
same model of governance was in use there, and spoke of
“bishops appointed throughout the world.” This would be
very strange if the three-fold system of bishop-presbyters-
deacons was a recent innovation that had not yet spread to
other churches such as Rome.

Even during the early days of the first century, one of the
bishops/presbyters must have presided at the altar, saying
the anaphoral eucharistic prayer. During the first century,
this person had (and needed) no specific or unique title. In
most communities, he was probably known by his
name. Soon, when persecution from without and the
threat of schism from within made internal unity more
important, the role of the presider became necessary,
because the people rallied around their leader. The
title episcopos was then reserved for him.

But the change of terminology involved no change of
structure—the other presbyters continued to rule the
church along with their bishop. Thus, Ignatius exhorts the
faithful in Magnesia not to do anything “without the
bishop and the presbyters;” the Trallians were told to “do
nothing without the bishop but be subject also to the
council of presbyters.” There was no change of structure or
of power, which is why history records no church protest,
for there was nothing to protest about. Presbyters
continued to rule under the headship of their bishop, as
they had always done.

(Retrieved  online:  https://essentialbeliefs.org/chapter-
9/ordained-clergy-bishops-presbyters-and-deacons)

PRAYERLIST
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),

David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them;
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members:
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael,
{7 Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (LLaurie A.’s mother);
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, &
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K's aunt); Rich (Cindy
R’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.s brother); Elizabeth (for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the
infant Kennedy; the Bishop Vasily (newly-ordained
bishop of the Diocese of the West); the Priest Michael S.
(for healing); Glenn (for healing); Christopher M. (first
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A.,
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing);
James 1. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoft (for
healing); Nancy Walchanowicz (for healing); Bill Gubser,
Jr. (for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the
Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria & those
being starved in Gaza)

Birthdays: 9/30: Thomas Oberhausen, Charlotte Hoover;
10/4: Michael Abernathy, Mason Zadd

Anniversaries: 10/2: James & Kate Schlotzer, Stephen &
Rebecca Hoffacker

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob;
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob)
M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Elysia
(daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian
John) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Bill R. (neighbor of the Nicoletti
family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim (Gregory K.’s
cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew of Don P.);
Adam F; Judy Augustine (friend of Ruth B.)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Elizabeth Weaver (9/29)




