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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, September 21, 2025

Sunday, Sept. 21

The 15th Sunday after Pentecost & the Leave-taking of the Exaltation

9a Church School || 9:40a Hours || 10a Making of Catechumens, Divine Liturgy,
Removal of Cross || After Liturgy: Etiquette Workshop with Children || TBA Teen Group

Tuesday, Sept. 23
Saturday, Sept. 27

7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic: Temple & Liturgy)
11a—3p Parish Hall in Use || 3:30p Panikhida (Covelli family)

5:30p Making of Catechumens, Great Vespers, &’ Confession

Sunday, Sept. 28 The 15th Sunday after Pentecost

9a Church School || 9:10a Hours || 9:30a Baptism of Elysia || 10a Divine Liturgy

THE LIGHT THAT SHINES IN DARKNESS (&
THE STRENGTH MANIFEST IN WEAKNESS

Some Reflections on This Sunday’s Epistle
from the Church Fathers

“It is the God who said, "Let light shine out of
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6)

When the Apostle said, “God, Who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into our
hearts” the resurrection, he showed this resurrection to
be the exodus from the old state which in the likeness of
Sheol incarcerates a man where the light of the gospel
will not shine mystically upon him. This is a breath of
life through hope in the resurrection, and by it the
dawning of divine wisdom shines in his heart, so that a
man should become new, having nothing of the old
man. (St Isaac of Ninevah, Ascetical Homilies)

“We should accordingly worship and glorify him who
raised our dust to such state, recounting ceaselessly the
holiness of him who mingled our spirit with his Spirit
and mixed into our bodies the gift of his grace, causing
the fire of his Holy Spirit to burst into flame in us. For
“he has shone out in our hearts” which had been
submerged in darkness.” (Sahdona, Book of Perfection)

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show
that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to
us.” (2 Cor. 4:7)

For seeing [Paul] had spoken many and great things of
the unspeakable glory, lest anyone should say, “And how
do we remain in a mortal body, enjoying so great a
glory?” he says that this very thing is indeed the greatest
marvel and a very great example of the power of God,
that an earthen vessel has been enabled to bear so great
a brightness and to keep so high a treasure. And
therefore admiring this, he said, “That the exceeding
greatness of the power may be of God, and not from
ourselves,” again alluding to those who gloried in
themselves [i.e., the prideful and the boastful]. For both
the greatness of the things given, and the weakness of
them who receive, show His power, in that He not only
gave great things, but also to those who are little. For he
used the term “earthen” in allusion to the frailty of our
mortal nature, and to declare the weakness of our flesh.
For it is nothing better constituted than earthenware: So
soon is it damaged, and by death and by disease and by
variations of temperature and by ten thousand other
things it is easily dissolved. And he said these things
both to take down their inflation, and to show to all that
none of the things we have is human [i.c., what we have
doesn’t come from us, but from God]. For then is the power
of God chiefly conspicuous, when by vile it works




mighty things. Wherefore also in another place He said,
“For My power is made perfect in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9). And indeed in the Old [Testament]
whole hosts of barbarians were turned to flight by gnats
and flies. And that is why he also He calls the caterpillar
His mighty force (Joel 2:25). And in the beginning, by
only confounding tongues, He put a stop to that great
tower in Babylon. And in their wars too, at one time,
He routed innumerable hosts by three hundred men. At
another He overthrew cities by trumpets. And
afterwards, by a little and poor stripling—David—He
turned to flight the whole army of barbarians. So then
here also, sending forth only twelve He overcame the
world—twelve! And they were persecuted, warred
against!

Let us then be amazed at the Power of God. Let us
admire it, let us adore it. Let us ask Jews, let us ask
Greeks: Who persuaded the whole world to desert from
their fathers’ usages, and to go over to another way of
life? The fisherman, or the tentmaker? The publican, or
the unlearned and ignorant? And how can these things
stand with reason, except that it is Divine Power which
achieves all by their means? And what too did they say
to persuade them? “Be baptized in the Name of The
Crucified.” Of what kind of man? One they had not
seen nor looked upon. But nevertheless, saying and
preaching these things, they persuaded them that they
who gave them oracles, and whom they had received by
tradition from their forefathers, were no gods, while this
Christ, He Who was nailed [to the wood], drew them
all to Himself. And yet that He was indeed crucified and
buried, was manifest to all. But that He was risen again,
none saw, save a few. But still, they persuaded those who
had not beheld it of this too: And not only that He rose
again, but also that He ascended also into Heaven, and
comes to judge quick and dead. And so then, tell me:
What accounts for the persuasiveness of these sayings?
From nothing else than the Power of God. ...

Whence it is manifest that it was the power of Christ
everywhere that effected all, which everywhere shines,
and swifter than any lightning illumines the hearts of
men. Considering all of these things, then, and
accepting what has been done as a clear proof of the
promise of the things to come, worship with us the
invincible might of the Crucified One, that you may
both escape the intolerable punishments, and obtain the
everlasting kingdom. May we all partake of this through
the grace and love towards men of our Lord Jesus
Christ; to Whom be glory world without end. Amen.
(St John Chrysostom, Homily 9 on 2 Corinthians
[redacted slightly])

PRAYERLIST
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian C.),

David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the residents
of St Herman’s House, as well as those who serve them;
our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his family members:
Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), Simon, Michael,
{7 Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (LLaurie A.’s mother);
Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); Michael (cousin
of Anna K.); the Archpriest Jan, Matushka Jana, &
parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s
brother); Julia, Ludmila (Anna K's aunt); Rich (Cindy
R’s brother); Joe (Gloria H.s brother); Elizabeth (for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the
infant Kennedy; the Bishop Vasily (newly-ordained
bishop of the Diocese of the West); the Priest Michael S.
(for healing); Glenn (for healing); Christopher M. (first
responder, for healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A.,
for healing); Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the
infant Judah (great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing);
James 1. (for healing); Archpriest Igor Burdikoft (for
healing); Nancy Walchanowicz (for healing); Bill Gubser,
Jr. (for healing); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the
Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria & those
being starved in Gaza)

Birthdays: 9/21: Suzanne Gubser; 9/22: Marcus Covelli;
9/23: Gloria Sieloff; 9/25: Silva Nicoletti; 9/27: Dale
Fross

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob;
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob)
M.; Anne S.; Jacob (Nektarios) B.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Elysia
(daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian
John) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Jeff Hazen; Bill R. (neighbor of the
Nicoletti family); Vincent (Thomas A.s father); Tim
(Gregory K.s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad (nephew
of Don P.); Adam F.

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Charlotte Stark (9/23),
Christina Alusheff (9/25), Frank Sheranko (9/26)




