
St Nicholas Orthodox Church 
A Parish of the Diocese of the Midwest 

of the Orthodox Church in America 
9650 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, OH 44060 

https://saintnicholas-oca.org/  
 

 

 

Services & Events Beginning Sunday, August 31, 2025 
Sunday, August 31 The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Making of a Catechumen & Divine Liturgy 
After Coffee Hour: Moleben for Students at the Beginning of a New Year of Instruction 

Monday, Sept. 1 Indiction (New Year), St Simeon Stylites the Elder, & Venerable Martha, mother of St Simeon 
8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday, Sept. 2 7:30p Catechism Class (online; topic this week: Salvation) 
Wednesday, Sept. 3 6:30p Choir Practice 

Saturday, Sept. 6 1p Crowning of Matthew & Valeriya || 5:30p Great Vespers & Confessions 
Sunday, Sept. 7 9:10a Hours || 9:30a Making of a Catechumen & Divine Liturgy 

After Liturgy: Presentation on IOCC || 5:30p Festal Vespers with Lity 

 
GIVING UP EVERYTHING TO FOLLOW CHRIST 
Excerpts on Today’s Gospel about the Rich Young Man 

from the Fathers of the Church 
“Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good 
Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have 
eternal life?” (Matt. 19:16) 
And, behold, one came and said to him, “Good Master, 
what deed must I do to inherit eternal life?” Some 
criticize this young man as dissembling and wicked, 
approaching Jesus to put him to the test. I would not 
hesitate to say that he is avaricious and greedy since 
Christ also showed him up as such. Yet I would by no 
means call him a dissembler, because it is not safe to 
venture on things uncertain and especially in a case of 
blame. Such is also true because Mark has taken away 
the suspicion of dissembling. For Mark says, “A man 
ran up and kneeling before him asked him” and “Jesus 
looking upon him loved him.” The tyranny of money is 
a powerful thing, as is clear here. Though we are 
practiced in the other virtues, avarice brings the others 
to ruin. (St John Chrysostom, “Homily 63 on the 
Gospel of Matthew”) 

“So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one 
is good but One, that is, God.” (Matt. 19:17a) 
Why therefore did Christ reply to him in these words: 
“No one is good”? Because he considered Jesus a mere 
man and one of the crowd, and a Jewish teacher. For 
this reason he spoke as a man to him. For often he 
answers the hidden thoughts of the questioner, as when 
he says, “We worship what we know” and “If I bear 
witness of myself, my testimony is not true.” Therefore 
when he says, “No one is good,” he does not say this to 
show that he is not good; far from it. For he does not 
say, “Why do you call me good? I am not good” but “No 
one is good,” that is, no human being. When he says 
this, he does not mean to exclude men from goodness 
but to make a comparison with the goodness of God. 
Therefore he adds, “Except God alone.” (St John 
Chrysostom, “Homily 63 on the Gospel of Matthew”) 
“The young man said to Him, ‘All these things [in 
context: all of the commandments that the Lord lists right 
before this verse] I have kept from my youth. What do I 
still lack?’” (Matt. 19:20) 
The rich young man claimed to have kept the 
commandments. Then he heard the greater 
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commandment: “If you wish to be perfect, you still lack 
one thing: sell all that you have and give it to the poor”; 
you will not lose it, but “you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” What good does it do you if you 
follow the law and do not follow me? He went away sad 
and sorrowful, as you have heard, for he had great 
wealth. What he heard, we too have heard. The Word 
of Christ is the gospel. He sits in heaven, but he does 
not cease to speak on earth. Let us not be deaf, for he 
shouts. Let us not be dead, for he thunders. If you are 
not willing to do the greater commandments, do the 
lesser ones. If the burden of the greater is too much for 
you, take up the lesser. Why are you slow to do either? 
Why do you oppose both? The greater commandments 
are “Sell everything that you have and give to the poor 
and follow me.” The lesser are: “You shall not commit 
murder; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
bear false witness; you shall not steal; honor your father 
and mother; love your neighbor as yourself.” So do these 
things. Why do I shout to you that you must sell your 
possessions when I cannot get you to admit that you 
should not take someone else’s? You have heard, “You 
shall not steal.” You rob. Before the eyes of so great a 
judge, I now hold you not a thief but a robber. Spare 
yourself; pity yourself. This life still gives you time. 
Don’t reject reproof. Yesterday you were a thief [or we 
can fill in the blank with whatever sins commit]; do not 
also be one today. Perhaps you have also been one today? 
Do not be one tomorrow. Sometime end your sin and 
expect good reward. (St Augustine, “Sermon 85”) 
“But Jesus looked at them and said to them, ‘With men 
this is impossible [i.e., being saved], but with God all 
things are possible.’” (Matthew 19:26) 
If you also want to learn the way and how the impossible 
becomes possible, listen. He did not make this 
statement that what is impossible for man is possible for 
God merely so you could relax and do nothing and leave 
it all to God. No, he said this so you could understand 
the importance of calling upon God to give you help in 
this rigorous contest and that you might more readily 
approach his grace (St John Chrysostom, “Homily 63 
on the Gospel of Matthew”) 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, 
please email me so that I might add the person to our list. 
Please also tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 
For health and salvation: Sarah (daughter of Fr Brian 
C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), Mary Ann S., the 

residents of St Herman’s House, as well as those who 
serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, and his 
family members: Matushka Sarah (& her unborn child), 
Simon, Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice 
(Laurie A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of 
Boris); Michael (cousin of Anna K.); the Archpriest 
Jan, Matushka Jana, & parishioners of St Theodosius 
Cathedral; Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Julia, Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe (Gloria 
H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & Judah 
(from Ruth B.); Debbie K.; the infant Kennedy; the 
Bishop Vasily (newly-ordained bishop of the Diocese of 
the West); the Priest Michael S. (for healing); Glenn 
(for healing); Christopher M. (first responder, for 
healing); Katarina (relative of Natalie A., for healing); 
Jon (friend of Ruth B.) (for healing); the infant Judah 
(great nephew of Nick C.) (for healing); the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially 
those being killed in Syria & those being starved in 
Gaza) 
Birthdays: 8/31: Joe Renda; 9/1: Anna Gordon; 9/3: 
Ruth Bede; 9/4: Benjamin Zadd; 9/5: Jerry Lemaster 
Anniversaries: 9/1: Scott & Lea Hoffacker; 9/3: 
Leonard & Donna Heim, Tess & Drew Cressman; 9/5: 
Anna & Alexander Kosikov, Deacon Paul & Matushka 
Sarah Schlafer 
Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin; 
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob; 
Reader Jared & Emily; Deacon Paul & Mat. Sarah 
Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance 
(Jacob) M. 
Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); 
Dorian Raphael; Elysia (daughter of Elizabeth & 
Patrick) 
Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.; Carson (Cassian 
John) S. 
Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James 
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie 
C.’s nephew) 
Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Jeff Hazen; Bill R. (neighbor of the 
Nicoletti family); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Tim 
(Gregory K.’s cousin); Perry (Jim C.’s son); Brad 
(nephew of Don P.) 
Annual Anniversary of Repose: Mary Koptionak (9/1), 
Frank Bacso (9/3), John Morton (9/4), Anne Lynch (9/6) 


