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Services &7 Events Beginning Sunday, August 3, 2024

Sunday, August 3 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

8:40a Hours || 9am Baptism || 9:30a Divine Liturgy

Monday, August 4

Tuesday, August5  Forefeast of the Transfiguration

9a Moleben to the Theotokos || 10:15a Confession

4p Confession || 6p Festal Vespers with Lity
Wednesday, August 6 The Transfiguration of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy

9a Moleben || 10:15a Confession || 4p Confession || 6p Great Vespers

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy || 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers

Friday, August 8
Saturday, August9  The Glorification of St Herman of Alaska
Sunday, August 10 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Hierarchical Practice after Liturgy

CATECHESIS ON THE FEEDING OF THE 5000
FROM THE FATHERS OF THE CHURCH

“And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and
He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their
sick” (Matt. 14:14)

From 8t John Chrysostom

“We see [Jesus] on many occasions ‘departing.” We see
this when John was imprisoned and killed and when the
Jews heard that he was making more disciples. For it was
his will to live his life in an ordinary rhythm of
interaction and solitude. The time had not yet come for
him to reveal his divine glory plainly. This is why Jesus
told his disciples to ‘tell no one that he is the Christ.’
His will was that this should be better known after his
resurrection. During this time he was not very severe
with those who were obstinate in their unbelief. Rather,
he was prone to be indulgent with them.

On retiring, he departs not into a city but into a
wilderness. He leaves in a boat so that no one would
follow him.

But note how the disciples of John had by now become
more attached to Jesus. For it was they who told him of
the event. They in fact had left everything and taken
refuge in John. In their calamity Jesus makes provision
for them, and in doing so he does them no small
benevolence.

But why did he not withdraw before they brought the
news to him [i.c., the news of John the Baptist’s death—
this is reported right before Matt. 14:14]? Didn’t Jesus
know the fact of John’s death even before they reported
it to him? He did not want to make his identity known
at this point. The divine economy did not require it. For
it was not by his appearance only but by his actions that
Jesus would have his identity confirmed. He knew the
devil’s craft and that he would leave nothing undone to
destroy Christ’s revelation.

This is why Jesus withdrew. But the crowds do not
withdraw from him. They try to follow him, as if riveted
to him. Not even John’s tragic end diverted or
frightened them. So great a thing is earnest desire, so
great a thing is love, that it overcomes and dispels all



dangers. Therefore they straightway also received their
reward. For Jesus,’ it is said, ‘went forth, and saw a great
multitude, and was moved with compassion toward
them, and He healed their sick.” For great as their
assiduity was, yet nevertheless His doings exceeded
what any diligence could earn. Therefore He sets forth
also His motive for so healing them, His mercy, intense
mercy: and He heals all. And He requires not faith here.
For both by coming to Him, and by leaving their cities,
and by diligently seeking Him, and by abiding with
Him even when hunger was pressing, they display their
own faith (Homily 49 on Matthew, trans. Prevost and
Riddle | translation revised in part in the ACC series])

“Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the
grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the
loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the
multitudes” (Matt. 14:19)

From St Jerome:

“He looked up to heaven that he might teach them to
keep their eyes focused there. He then took in hand five
loaves of bread and two fish; he broke the loaves and
gave the food to the disciples. By the breaking of the
bread, he makes it into a seedbed of food—for if the
bread had been left intact and not pulled apart and
broken into pieces, they would have been unable to feed
the great crowds of men, women and children. The law
with the prophets are therefore pulled apart and broken
into pieces. Mysteries are made manifest, so that what
did not feed the multitude of people in its original whole
and unbroken state now feeds them in its divided state.
(Commentary on Matthew, trans. ACC series)

“So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve
baskets full of the fragments that remained” (Matt. 14:20)

From St Cyril of Alexandria

“It is possible to see these new miracles concurring with
more ancient ones and as being activities of one and the
same power. The manna once remained in the
wilderness for those of Israel. Now, behold, again in the
desert he has provided ungrudgingly for those in want
of food, as though bringing it down from heaven. For to
multiply what is little and to feed such a multitude as
though out of nothing would not be out of keeping with
the former miracle. At that time Israel was to partake
according to need; they had not received food in order
to take it away with them, even though many fragments
were left. This is, again, a good symbol for measuring
use according to need and of not introducing an
acquisitiveness that goes beyond what is needful”

(Fragment 178, trans. in ACC series)

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer,
please email me so that I might add the person to our list.

Please also tell me if someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as
well as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon
Paul, and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris);
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat.
Jana, and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral;
Joe (Andy D.’s brother); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father);
Julia, Ludmila (Anna K.s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.s
brother); Joe (Gloria H.s brother); Elizabeth (for
healing); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew
of Don P.); Michael &'Thekla (newly crowned); Debbie
K.; the infant Kennedy; Archimandrite Vasily (bishop-
elect of the Diocese of the West); the suffering
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially
those being killed in Syria), and Armenia

Birthdays: 8/3: Tim Halligan; 8/4: Janet Ursinyi; 8/5:
Theodore Oberhausen; 8/6: Iya Nemastil; 8/8: Sarah
Schlafer

Anniversaries: 8/4: Mike & Mary Valko

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.,
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance
(Jacob) M.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya);
Dorian Raphael; Elysia (daughter of Elizabeth &
Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James
C.; Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie
C.’s nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason; Jeff Hazen; Bill R. (neighbor of the
Nicoletti family)

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Zorka Alusheft (8/4),
Manzoff Zaka (8/6), Peter Onyshko (8/8)



