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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, July 27, 2025 
Sunday, July 27 The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost & the holy Great-martyr and Healer, Panteleimon 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy (with brief Moleben to St Panteleimon) 
After Divine Liturgy: Meeting with altar servers in the temple 

Tuesday, July 29 6:30p Choir Practice 
Thursday, July 31 The Forefeast of the Procession of the Precious & Life-giving Cross 

4p Confession || 6p Daily Vespers 
Friday, August 1 The Procession of the Precious & Life-giving Cross & the Maccabee Martyrs 

8:40a Hours || 9a Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Honey 
Saturday, August 2 9a Lesser Blessing of Waters (note: service changed) || 10a Confession 

3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, August 3 Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy (no blessing of water today) 

 
A BRIEF REPORT ON  

THE 21ST ALL-AMERICAN COUNCIL 
Last week, Matthew V. and I attended the 21st All-
American Council (AAC), which met in Phoenix, AZ. As 
rector of St Nicholas, my attendance was mandated by the 
Statute of the OCA. Matthew, for his part, served as the 
parish’s lay delegate (having been elected for this role at 
the parish’s annual meeting last November). 

The week was very busy. Having arrived in Phoenix on 
Sunday evening, the first major event took place on 
Monday: Before the official opening of the AAC, our own 
Midwest Diocesan Assembly took place. Reports were 
reviewed on the current state of affairs in our diocese. Long 
story short: Especially given the amount of recent turn-
over in our diocesan chancery (100% in two years!), our 
diocese is experiencing a period of internal stabilization. 
Many parishes are experiencing growth (some explosively); 
we have a good number of seminarians—so many, in fact, 
that it remains an open question as to where to place many 
of them after graduation. Finally, our diocesan finances are 
transparent and in good order (if I recall correctly: the 
diocesan budget was passed unanimously). 

On Monday evening, the AAC itself officially opened. His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon, gave the opening 
address. It was a very positive commentary on the state of 
our Church, especially in terms of its growth and the 
interest of many in coming to the fullness of Orthodoxy. 
But His Beatitude also challenged us by highlighting some 
of the challenges that we face as a still relatively-young 
autocephalous (self-headed) Church. For example, His 
Beatitude commented on the importance of the restoration 
of frequent communion—something that we now take as 
a self-evident good. But at the same time, as he noted, 
when this practice was introduced, it was supposed to be 
in tandem with frequent confession—at least monthly. 
Why? To quote His Beatitude: “Frequent approach to the 
holy chalice can come with temptations, … we can grow 
casual, lukewarm, entitled, and thoughtless. Without 
frequent confession and repentance, without awe, without 
care, the Body and Blood of Christ, a divine Fire that 
warms and enlightens, instead can become a dread Fire 
that consumes the heedless. Communion of the holy 
Mysteries should raise the mind on high; if we commune 
thoughtlessly and as a matter of habit, however, we will 
remain earthbound.” Or again, His Beatitude drew 
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attention to our lack of unity in the use of liturgical 
translations into English. As he stated, forthrightly, “the 
lack of uniformity in this area does not accord with the 
tradition that we received and with the tradition and life of 
our sister Churches.” And indeed, as I can testify as a 
priest, this lack of standardization regularly causes 
confusion when different priests come to serve together,  or 
when singers from different places come to sing together 
(as it did even at the AAC!). I was very glad, then, that His 
Beatitude brought it up as something that requires 
attention for the sake of the pastoral good of the Church. 

Moving on from the opening of the council, every day 
from Tuesday to Friday was filled with a mixture of formal 
meetings to attend to the various matters of the Church’s 
internal life and external affairs, to common worship, and 
to time for fellowship. The formal meetings were relatively 
non-contentious. The one major sore point in them 
continued to be the OCA’s current pension, which 
remains underfunded (the main reason for that remains 
debated: some say it was because of mismanagement, 
others because many clergy did not follow the mandate to 
contribute to it) At the same time, its status is dramatically 
improving. Still, I think that many remain concerned to 
see how it does in the coming years—especially those of us 
who are younger clergy, and who, because of the current 
contribution requirement (we must put in 6% of our salary) 
are not as able to invest our funds for retirement otherwise. 

Such were the meetings. Besides those, there were two 
special highlights of the AAC (for me at least). The first 
was the worship that was offered. Among other services, 
the Divine Liturgy was served each day from Tuesday to 
Thursday. Tuesday’s liturgy was served by the stavropegial 
clergy (i.e., the clergy of institutions directly under the 
Metropolitan); Wednesday’s by the military and 
institutional chaplains of the OCA; Thursday’s by the 
Holy Synod of Bishops, presided over by His Beatitude. 
Thursday’s liturgy was particularly beautiful: It was 
celebrated as an extension of the glorification of St Olga of 
Alaska. It was preceded by a very prayerful Vigil service on 
Wednesday evening. Hundreds of the faithful attended 
each of these—so many, in fact, that the Vigil service 
concluded even before everyone could be anointed! 

The second highlight for me happened on Wednesday: On 
this day, the Diocese of the West nominated 
Archimandrite Vasily (Permiakov), a professor of mine 
from SVS (as well as an academic colleague and friend) to 
be their next bishop. The same day, the Holy Synod elected 
him to the office. The election was announced right before 
Vigil that evening by His Eminence, Archbishop Michael, 
at which time Axios (“He is worthy!”) was sung for the new 
bishop-elect for the first time. It was truly an honor to see 
Archimandrite Vasily elected bishop, for, as I know from 
my own first-hand knowledge of him, beyond his excellent 

credentials, he is simply a good man of prayer and love for 
Christ and for his holy Church. Thus, his election was a 
sign to me, not only of the good forthcoming to the 
Diocese of the West, but also of the direction of our 
Church in raising up this kind of leader to guide us. 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well 
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, 
and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); 
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, 
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe 
(Andy D.’s brother); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Julia, 
Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe 
(Gloria H.’s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily & 
Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Michael 
& Thekla (newly crowned); Debbie K.; the infant 
Kennedy; Archimandrite Vasily (bishop-elect of the 
Diocese of the West); the suffering Christians of Ukraine, 
the Middle East (especially those being killed in Syria), 
and Armenia 

Birthdays: 7/27: Jim Capitan, Melissa Tintor; 7/28: Chris 
Schroeder; 8/1: Scott Hoffacker 

Anniversaries: 7/30: James & Nataliya Pepera; 7/31: Jared 
& Elizabeth Lemaster 

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin; 
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan; Allison & Jacob 

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T., Conner (Matthew) E., Lance (Jacob) 
M. 

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian 
Raphael; Elysia (daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick) 

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti; 
Archpriest Jason; Jeff Hazen 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Richard Fross (7/29), 
Julia Hendrick (8/1) 


