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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, July 6, 2025

Sunday, July 6 The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy
Saturday, July 12 8t Paisios of the Holy Mountain

4:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers
Sunday, July 13 The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Prayers at the Making of Catechumens ¢ Divine Liturgy

CATECHESIS ON THE POWER
OF THE LIFE-GIVING CROSS

From St John Chrysostom, Homily 54 on Matthew

Why do we mark ourselves so many times each day with the
sign of the cross? What does this do? St John Chrysostom
explains it to us in these beautiful remarks. He is speaking
here about the Lord’s words to Peter after Peter makes his
confession of faith, and then immediately speaks against our
Lord when he speaks of his impending crucifixion (see
Matthew 16:21 ).

Let no man therefore be ashamed of the honored
symbols of our salvation, and of the chiefest of all good
things, whereby we live, and whereby we exist. But as a
crown, so let us bear about the cross of Christ. Yea, for
by it all things are wrought, that are wrought among us.
Whether one is to be new-born, the cross is there [S7
John is referring here to the rites done for a new-born child];
or to be nourished with that mystical food, or to be
ordained, or to do anything else, everywhere our symbol
of victory is present. Therefore both on house, and walls,
and windows, and upon our forehead, and upon our
mind, we inscribe it with much care.

For of the salvation wrought for us, and of our common
freedom, and of the goodness of our Lord, this is the
sign. “For as a sheep was He led to the slaughter” (Isaiah
53:7). Therefore, when you sign yourself, think of the
purpose of the cross, and quench anger, and all the

other passions. When you sign yourself, fill your
torehead with all courage; make your soul free. And ye
know assuredly what are the things that give freedom.
Therefore also Paul leading us there, I mean unto the
freedom that is proper to us, led us to it in this way,
having reminded us of the cross and blood of our Lord.
“For you are bought,” says he, “with a price; be not ye
the servants of men.” Consider, says he, the price that
has been paid for you, and you will be a slave to no man;
by the price meaning the cross.

Not merely by the fingers ought one to engrave it, but
before this by the purpose of the heart with much faith.
And if in this way you have marked it on your face, none
of the unclean spirits will be able to stand near you,
seeing the blade whereby he received his wound, seeing
the sword which gave him his mortal stroke. For if we,
on seeing the places in which the criminals are
beheaded, shudder, think what the devil must endure,
seeing the weapon, whereby Christ put an end to all his
power, and cut off the head of the dragon.

Be not ashamed then of so great a blessing, lest Christ
be ashamed of you, when He comes with His glory, and
the sign appears before Him, shining beyond the very
sunbeam. For indeed the cross comes then, uttering a
voice by its appearance, and pleading with the whole
world for our Lord, and signifying that no part has failed
of what pertained to Him.

This sign, both in the days of our forefathers and now,



has opened doors that were shut up; this has quenched
poisonous drugs; this has taken away the power of
hemlock; this has healed bites of venomous beasts. For
if it opened the gates of hell, and threw wide the
archways of Heaven, and made a new entrance into
Paradise, and cut away the nerves of the devil; what
marvel, if it prevailed over poisonous drugs, and
venomous beasts, and all other such things.

This, therefore, engrave upon your mind, and embrace
the salvation of our souls. For this cross saved and
converted the world, drove away error, brought back
truth, made earth Heaven, fashioned men into angels.
Because of this, the devils are no longer terrible, but
contemptible; neither is death, death, but a sleep;
because of this, all that wars against us is cast to the
ground, and trodden under foot.

If anyone therefore say to you, Do you worship the
crucified? say, with your voice all joy, and your
countenance gladdened, “I do both worship Him, and
will never cease to worship.” And if he laughs, weep for
him, because he is mad. Thank the Lord, that He has
bestowed on us such benefits, as one cannot so much as
learn without His revelation from above. Why, this is
the very reason of his laughing, that “the natural man
receives not the things of the Spirit” (1 Corinthians
2:14). Since our children too feel this, when they see any
of the great and marvelous things. And if you bring a
child into the mysteries, he will laugh. Now the heathen
are like these children; or rather they are more imperfect
even than these. Therefore also they are more wretched,
in that not in an immature age, but when full grown,
they have the feelings of babes. Therefore they are not
worthy of indulgence.

But let us with a clear voice, shouting both loud and
high, cry out and say (and should all the heathen be
present, so much the more confidently), that the cross is
our glory, and the sum of all our blessings, and our
confidence, and all our crown. I would that also with
Paul I were able to say, “By which the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world” (Galatians 6:14). But I
cannot, restrained as I am by various passions.

Therefore I admonish both you, and surely before you
myself, to be crucified to the world, and to have nothing
in common with the earth, but to set your love on your
country above, and the glory and the good things that

come from it.

For indeed we are soldiers of a heavenly King, and are
clad with spiritual arms. ... the King of the Heavens
wills all to be near His royal throne. And how, one may

say, is it possible for us, being here, to stand by that
throne? Because Paul too being on earth was where the
seraphim, where the cherubim are, and nearer to Christ,
than these the body guards to the king. For these turn
about their faces in many directions, but him nothing
beguiled nor distracted, but he kept his whole mind
intent upon the king. So that if we would, this is possible
to us also. ... (Trans. by George Prevost and revised by

M.B. Riddle).

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also
tell me zf someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul,
and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie
A’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris);
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana,
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe
(Andy D.s brother); Vincent (Thomas A.’s father); Julia,
Ludmila (Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Joe
(Gloria H.s brother); Elizabeth (for healing); Emily &
Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Michael
& Thekla (newly crowned); Debbie Kellis; the suffering
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially those
being killed in Syria), and Armenia

Birthdays: 7/6: Luke Chongris, Charlie Majer; 7/11:
Nicholas Covelli, Elizabeth Rausch

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian
Raphael; Elysia (daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Luke (from Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti;
Archpriest Jason

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Diana Jansen (7/7),
Slavka (Anna) Mardush (7/8)



