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Services (& Events Beginning Sunday, June 29, 2025

Sunday, June 29

The Third Sunday after Pentecost &5 the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Reader Workshop after Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, July 1
Wednesday, July 2

6:30p Choir Practice

The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the Most Holy Mother of God at Blachernae &

Our Holy Father John, Archbishop of Shanghai & San Francisco
9a Moleben (Prayer Service) to St John

Saturday, July 5
Sunday, July 6

5:30p Great Vespers

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

9:10a Hours | | 9:30a Divine Liturgy | | Hierarchical Practice after Divine Liturgy

CATECHESIS ON TODAY’S EPISTLE
'The Devil’s Defeat Through Paul’s Suffering
From St John Chrysostom, Homily 25 on 2 Corinthians

For this is the brilliant victory, this is the Church’s
trophy, thus is the Devil overthrown when we suffer
injury. For when we suffer, he is taken captive; and
himself suffers harm, when he would fain inflict it on
us. And this happened in Paul’s case also; and the more
he plied him with perils, the more was he defeated. Nor
did he raise up against him only one kind of trials, but
various and diverse. For some involved labor, others
sorrow, others fear, others pain, others care, others
shame, others all these at once; but yet he was victorious
in all. And like as if a single soldier, having the whole
world fighting against him, should move through the
mid ranks of his enemies, and suffer no harm: even so
did Paul, showing himself singly, among barbarians,
among Greeks, on every land, on every sea, abide
unconquered. And as a spark, falling upon reeds and
hay, changes into its own nature the things so kindled;
so also did this man setting upon all make things change
over unto the truth; like a winter torrent, sweeping over
all things and overturning every obstacle. And like some
champion who wrestles, runs, and boxes too; or a soldier

engaged by turns in storming, fighting on foot, on
shipboard; so did he try by turns every form of fight, and
breathed out fire, and was unapproachable by all; with
his single body taking possession of the world, with his
single tongue putting all to flight. Not with such force
did those many trumpets fall upon the stones of Jericho
and throw them down, as did the sound of this man's
voice both dash to the earth the devil’s strong-holds and
bring over to himself those that were against him. And
when he had collected a multitude of captives, having
armed the same, he made them again his own army, and
by their means conquered. Wonderful was David who
laid Goliath low with a single stone; but if you will
examine Paul's achievements, that is a child’s exploit,
and great as is the difference between a shepherd and a
general, so great the difference you shall see here. For
this man brought down no Goliath by the hurling of a
stone, but by speaking only he scattered the whole array
of the Devil; as a lion roaring and darting out flame from
his tongue, so was he found by all irresistible; ...

For consider. He endured shipwreck that he might stay
the shipwreck of the world; “a day and a night he passed
in the deep,” that he might draw it up from the deep of
error; he was “in weariness” that he might refresh the
weary; he endured smiting that he might heal those that



had been smitten of the devil; he passed his time in
prisons that he might lead forth to the light those that
were sitting in prison and in darkness; he was “in deaths
oft” that he might deliver from grievous deaths; “five
times he received forty stripes save one” that he might
free those that inflicted them from the scourge of the
devil; he was “beaten with rods” that he might bring
them under “the rod and the staff” of Christ (Psalm
23:4); he “was stoned,” that he might deliver them from
the senseless stones; he “was in the wilderness,” that he
might take them out of the wilderness; “in journeying,”
to stay their wanderings and open the way that leads to
heaven; he “was in perils in the cities,” that he might
show the city which is above; “in hunger and thirst,” to
deliver from a more grievous hunger; “in nakedness,” to
clothe their unseemliness with the robe of Christ; set
upon by the mob, to extricate them from the besetment
of fiends; he burned, that he might quench the burning
darts of the devil: “through a window was let down from
the wall,” to send up from below those that lay prostrate
upon the ground.

Shall we then talk any more, seeing we do not so much
as know what Paul suffered? Shall we make mention any
more of goods, or even of wife, or city, or freedom, when
we have seen him ten thousand times despising even life
itself? The martyr dies once for all: but that blessed saint
in his one body and one soul endured so many perils as
were enough to disturb even a soul of adamant; and
what things all the saints together have suffered in so
many bodies, those all he himself endured in one: he
entered into the world as if a race-course, and stripped
himself of all, and so made a noble stand. For he knew
the fiends that were wrestling with him. Wherefore also
he shone forth brightly at once from the beginning,
from the very starting-post, and even to the end he
continued the same; yea, rather he even increased the
intensity of his pursuit as he drew nearer to the prize.

(trans. Talbot W. Chambers)

PRAYER LIST

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also
tell me zf someone on the list may be removed.

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother),
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul,

and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon,
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie

A’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris);
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana,
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe
(Andy D.s brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent
(Thomas A.’s father); Michael and Mary Grace (requested
by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila
(Anna K'’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend
of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.s brother);
Elizabeth (for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.);
Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H.
(for healing); Abby G. (for healing); Ray (nephew of Linda
and Evelyn); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad
(nephew of Don P.); Nora R. (for healing); Michael &
Thekla (newly crowned); Steve (for healing); Debbie
Kellis; the suffering Christians of Ukraine, the Middle
East (especially those being killed in Syria), and Armenia;
all those affected by the recent hurricanes and wildfires

Birthdays: 6/30: Dolores Heim; 7/3: Julia Butterfield; 7/4:
Elias Kucmanic, Paul Bailey

Anniversary: 6/30: Adam & Kathy Chongris; Patrick &
Cassandra Miller; 7/1: Juliana & Bobby Kingsbury; 7/2:
John & Clara Sapp; 6/4: Michael & Laura Abernathy; 7/5:
Vitaly & Luba Schelkanov

Expecting Parents: Adam & Leah; Peter & Caitlin;
Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T.
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.;
Mark (Aurelius) T.

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian
Raphael; Elysia (daughter of Elizabeth & Patrick)

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S.

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C;
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s
nephew)

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia
M.’s brother); Gail (friend of Maureen M.); Valentina
(Anna K's sister-in-law); Bruno; William (friend of Tim
H.); Anne (relative of Subdeacon Jeftrey); Joseph C.;
Janice (Joshua T.s great aunt); Luke (from Ruth B.);
Ronald (LLeah W.’s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father);
Jeff H. (friend of Adam C.); Deb (friend of Ruth B.);
Chuck Nicoletti; Archpriest Jason

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Mary Stachurski (7/2),
Martha “Baba” Tintor (7/2)




