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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, June 22, 2025 
Sunday, June 22 The Feast of All Saints of North America 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Reader Workshop after Divine Liturgy 
Monday, June 23 Confession in the evening by appointment (please email me to arrange) 
Tuesday, June 24 Nativity of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John 

6p Panikhida for Fr Jason (at Holy Trinity in Parma) 
Wednesday, June 25 9a Divine Liturgy & Lity for the Departed (at Holy Trinity in Parma) 

Interment of Fr Jason at St Theodosius Cemetery to follow after the Liturgy & Lity 
6p Vigil Service (at Holy Trinity in Parma) 

Thursday, June 26 The Tikhvin Icon of our Most Blessed Lady, the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary 
10a Divine Liturgy (at Holy Trinity in Parma [please note the updated time]) 

Saturday, June 28 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, June 29 The Third Sunday after Pentecost; the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Reader Workshop after Divine Liturgy 

 
CATECHESIS ON THE SAINTS 

(PART II) 
From the Exposition of the Orthodox Faith 

by St John of Damascus (d. 749) 

Concerning the honor due to the Saints and their remains. 

To the saints honor must be paid as friends of Christ, as 
sons and heirs of God: in the words of John the theologian 
and evangelist, “As many as received Him, to them gave 
He power to became sons of God” (John 1:12). So that 
they are no longer servants, but sons: and if sons, also heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. And the Lord in 
the holy Gospels says to His apostles, “You are My friends” 
(John 15:14). “Henceforth I call you not servants, for the 
servant knows not what his lord does.” … [and the saints 
are called gods and kings and lords] not in nature, but as 
rulers and masters of their passions, and as preserving a 
truthful likeness to the divine image according to which 
they were made (for the image of a king is also called king), 
and as being united to God of their own free-will and 
receiving Him as an indweller and becoming by grace 

through participation with Him what He is Himself by 
nature. Surely, then, the worshippers and friends and sons 
of God are to be held in honor? For the honor shown to 
the most thoughtful of fellow-servants is a proof of good 
feeling towards the common Master. 

These are made treasuries and pure habitations of God: 
“For I will dwell in them, said God, and walk in them, and 
I will be their God.” The divine Scripture likewise says that 
the souls of the just are in God’s hand (Wisdom 3:1) and 
death cannot lay hold of them. For death is rather the sleep 
of the saints than their death. For they travailed in this life 
and shall to the end, and “Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of His saints.” What then, is more precious 
than to be in the hand of God? For God is Life and Light, 
and those who are in God’s hand are in life and light. 

Further, that God dwelt even in their bodies in a spiritual 
way, the Apostle tells us, saying, “Do you not know that 
your bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16), and, “The Lord is that Spirit” 
(2 Corinthians 3:17), and “If any one destroy the temple 
of God, him will God destroy” (1 Corinthians 3:17). 
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Surely, then, we must ascribe honor to the living temples 
of God, the living tabernacles of God. These while they 
lived stood with confidence before God. 

The Master Christ made the remains of the saints to be 
fountains of salvation to us, pouring forth manifold 
blessings and abounding in oil of sweet fragrance: and let 
no one disbelieve this. For if water burst in the desert from 
the steep and solid rock at God’s will (Exodus 17:6) and 
from the jaw-bone of an ass to quench Samson’s thirst 
(Judges 15:17), is it incredible that fragrant oil should burst 
forth from the martyrs’ remains? By no means, at least to 
those who know the power of God and the honor which 
He accords His saints. 

In the law every one who touches a dead body was 
considered impure (Numbers 19:11), but these are not 
dead. For from the time when He that is Himself life and 
the Author of life was reckoned among the dead, we do 
not call those dead who have fallen asleep in the hope of 
the resurrection and in faith on Him. For how could a dead 
body work miracles? How, therefore, are demons driven 
off by them, diseases dispelled, sick persons made well, the 
blind restored to sight, lepers purified, temptations and 
troubles overcome, and how does every good gift from the 
Father of lights (James 1:17) come down through them to 
those who pray with sure faith? How much labor would 
you not undergo to find a patron to introduce you to a 
mortal king and speak to him on your behalf? Are not 
those, then, worthy of honor who are the patrons of the 
whole race, and make intercession to God for us? Yea, 
verily, we ought to give honor to them by raising temples 
to God in their name, bringing them fruit-offerings, 
honoring their memories and taking spiritual delight in 
them, … In psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
(Ephesians 5:19), in contrition and in pity for the needy, 
let us believers worship the saints, as God also is most 
worshipped in such a way. Let us raise monuments to them 
and visible images, and let us ourselves become, through 
imitation of their virtues, living monuments and images of 
them. … Let us carefully review the life of these men, and 
let us emulate their faith and love and hope and zeal and 
way of life, and endurance of sufferings and patience even 
to blood, in order that we may be sharers with them in 
their crowns of glory (translated by E.W. Watson and L. 
Pullan). 

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 

Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well 
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, 
and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); 
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, 
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe 
(Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent 
(Thomas A.’s father); Michael and Mary Grace (requested 
by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend 
of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Elizabeth (for healing); Christine (friend of Michele S.); 
Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade (for healing); James H. 
(for healing); Abby G. (for healing); Ray (nephew of Linda 
and Evelyn); Emily & Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad 
(nephew of Don P.); Nora R. (for healing); Michael & 
Thekla (newly crowned); Deacon Thomas, Mat. 
Stephanie, and their children; Debbie Kellis; the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially those 
being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all those affected by 
the recent hurricanes and wildfires 

Birthdays: 6/22: Jim Horabik, David Kucmanic; 6/23: 
Paul Bailey; 6/25: Kathie Deeb; 6/26: Vitaly Schelkanov; 
6/27: Nikolai Schlafer 

Anniversary: 6/23: Jim & Tina Capitan; 6/24: Bill & 
Jennifer Butterfield; Russell & Joelle Smith; 6/26: 
Matthew & Elizabeth Visnick 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah; 
Peter & Caitlin; Joseph & Venessa; Renee & Tristan 

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T. 

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian 
Raphael 

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Gail (friend of Maureen M.); Valentina 
(Anna K.’s sister-in-law); Bruno; William (friend of Tim 
H.); Anne (relative of Subdeacon Jeffrey); Joseph C.; 
Janice (Joshua T.’s great aunt); Luke (from Ruth B.); 
Ronald (Leah W.’s uncle); Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father); 
Jeff H. (friend of Adam C.); Deb (friend of Ruth B.); 
Chuck Nicoletti; Archpriest Jason 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Millard “Milo” Tintor 
(6/28) 


