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Services & Events Beginning Sunday, June 15, 2025 
Sunday, June 15 The Feast of All Saints 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Hierarchical Practice after Liturgy 
Monday, June 16 The First Day of the Apostles’ Fast 

9a Hours & Typika || ca. 10a Confession 
Thursday June 19 The Holy Apostle Jude 

4:30p Confession || 6:30p Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday, June 21 3:30p Confession || 5:30p Great Vespers 
Sunday, June 22 The Feast of All Saints of North America 

9:10a Hours || 9:30a Divine Liturgy || Reader Workshop after Divine Liturgy 

 
CATECHESIS ON THE SAINTS 

From the Confession of Faith  
of Metrophanes Kritopoulos, Patriarch of Alexandria  

(d. 1639) 

The ancient and holy leaders of the primitive church were 
aware that many revelations were made to those Christians 
who were living by the saints who had left this earth. … 
Because of this they were guided by the Holy Spirit to 
decide that the church triumphant already in heaven was 
not unaware of the trials and sufferings of the church still 
militant upon the earth; and that the souls of the saints 
were not unconscious until the resurrection, …  

Those nurtured by the primitive church understood this, 
and were moved by God … to begin calling on the saints 
to intercede for them. … They also believed that the Holy 
Spirit, who dwells in them, would reveal to them the needs 
of those who call upon them, and would arouse in them 
sympathy for their brothers. This sympathy demonstrates, 
if anything does, the unity between them and us. Saint 
Paul compared this unity to that found among limbs of a 
body. If one of those suffers, all inevitably sympathize and 
suffer with the sick member. For even while they were in 
the body, that thick veil over the soul—for we cannot see 
any of the higher or spiritual things other than as puzzling 
reflections in a mirror—what is far away has been revealed 

to those who are saints, like Gehazi's wickedness to the 
prophet Elisha, or the need of the inhabitants of 
Macedonia to St. Paul: “a vision,” writes the author, 
“appeared to Paul: a man of Macedonia was standing, 
beseeching him and saying, Come over into Macedonia 
and help us.” How much more clearly will not our affairs 
be revealed to those who have been released from the 
tabernacle and veil their souls once had, so that they will 
be far more powerful and stronger than ourselves in this 
matter?  

… And their knowledge of what is far from them 
contributes immensely both to God’s glory and to the 
honoring of his rational creatures. For their way of 
knowing is … by the All-holy Spirit, who is present 
everywhere and is not ignorant of anything but knows all 
things (for he is God) and reveals whatever he wishes to 
his faithful servants, and arouses them to pray for those in 
need, and accepts and answers their prayers.  

Realizing this, the church of Christ long ago called upon 
the saints, and continues this practice until today, asking 
them simply to intercede with the all powerful God on our 
behalf, for we are surrounded every day with many 
afflictions and injustices in life, so that God of his 
compassion will grant us endurance in our troubles and a 
quick release from them. … we do not call the saints 
mediators; “for there is one mediator between God and 
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man, the man Jesus Christ,” who alone can be the direct 
mediator between the Father and ourselves. … through the 
sufferings he underwent for us he persuades the Father, 
who is his by nature and ours by grace, to have mercy upon 
us and grant us eternal salvation, while he speaks secretly 
to us in our hearts, and invisibly orders us to do what is 
right, and directs and strengthens our will toward that 
which is good. This is what we mean by the mediation of 
Jesus Christ, the mediator between the Father and 
ourselves. Therefore we do not call the departed saints 
mediators, but intercessors, and supplicants to God for us, 
who are their brothers. … 

From the Synod of Jerusalem (1672),  
Decree 8: 

We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is the only mediator, 
and that in giving himself a ransom for all he has through 
his own blood made a reconciliation between God and 
man, and that, having a care for his own, he is the advocate 
and the propitiation for our sins. At the same time, in 
prayers and supplications to him, we say that the saints are 
intercessors, and above all the undefiled Mother of the very 
God the Word, as well as the holy angels—whom we know 
to be set over us—the apostles, prophets, martyrs, pure 
ones, and all whom he has glorified as having served him 
faithfully. With them we number also the bishops and 
priests, as standing about the altar of God, and righteous 
men eminent for virtue. For that we should pray one for 
another, and that the prayer of the righteous avails much, 
and that God listens to the saints rather than to those who 
are steeped in sins—this we learn from the sacred oracles. 
And not only do we confess that the saints while on their 
pilgrimage are mediators and intercessors for us with God, 
but especially after their death, when, all reflective vision 
being done away, they clearly behold the Holy Trinity, in 
whose infinite light they know what concerns us. For as we 
do not doubt that the prophets, while they were in a body 
with the perception of the senses, knew what was done in 
heaven and thereby foretold what was in the future, so also 
we do not doubt, but rather unhesitatingly believe and 
confess, that the angels and the saints, who have become 
as angels, know in the infinite light of God what concerns 
us.  

 
PRAYER LIST 

If you know of someone who is in special need of prayer, please 
email me so that I might add the person to our list. Please also 
tell me if someone on the list may be removed. 

For health and salvation: Perry (son of Jim C.), Sarah 
(daughter of Fr Brian C.), David (Debbie C.’s brother), 
Mary Ann S., the residents of St Herman’s House, as well 
as those who serve them; our seminarian, Deacon Paul, 

and his family members: Matushka Sarah, Simon, 
Michael, & Nikolai; Isaac B.; Julian R.; Janice (Laurie 
A.’s mother); Maria (friend of Anna K., wife of Boris); 
Michael (cousin of Anna K.); Archpriest Jan, Mat. Jana, 
and the parishioners of St Theodosius Cathedral; Joe 
(Andy D.’s brother); Viktor & Dominik; Vincent 
(Thomas A.’s father); Michael and Mary Grace (requested 
by Katie H.); Julia, Dan (Iosif), Marcus (Michael), Edgar 
(Andrew), Arthur (Alexey), Kingston (Elijah); Ludmila 
(Anna K.’s aunt); Rich (Cindy R.’s brother); Emily (friend 
of Cindy Renda); Kim; Joe (Gloria H.’s brother); 
Archpriest Jason; Elizabeth (for healing); Christine 
(friend of Michele S.); Mat. Barbara (for healing); Jade 
(for healing); James H. (for healing); Abby G. (for 
healing); Ray (nephew of Linda and Evelyn); Emily & 
Judah (from Ruth B.); Brad (nephew of Don P.); Nora R. 
(for healing); Michael & Thekla (newly crowned); Deacon 
Thomas, Mat. Stephanie, and their children; the suffering 
Christians of Ukraine, the Middle East (especially those 
being killed in Syria), and Armenia; all those affected by 
the recent hurricanes and wildfires 

Birthdays: 6/15: Russell Smith; 6/16: Lea Hoffacker; 
6/17: Nichole Zadd; 6/21: Laurie Alexander, Kathy 
Chongris 

Anniversary: 6/18: Collin & Kristen Moore; 6/19: Don & 
Dianne Patton; 6/20: Suzanne & Bill Gubser; 6/21: 
Gregory & Grace Walker 

Expecting Parents: Elizabeth & Patrick, Adam & Leah; 
Peter & Caitlin; Joseph & Venessa 

Catechumens: Erin (Xenia) D., Joshua Peter T., 
Christina R., Connor (Joseph) S.; Landon (Peter) T.; 
Mark (Aurelius) T. 

Infants: Michael Roman (son of Brian & Katya); Dorian 
Raphael 

Newly illumined: Scott (Daniel) S. 

Serving in the military: Kenneth H.; Patrick M.; James C.; 
Edward (Mat. Olena’s father), James S. (Debbie C.’s 
nephew) 

Departed: Boris (friend of Anna K.); Dennis (Claudia 
M.’s brother); Joella (LuAnn D.’s daughter); Gail (friend 
of Maureen M.); Valentina (Anna K.’s sister-in-law); 
Bruno; William (friend of Tim H.); Anne (relative of 
Subdeacon Jeffrey); Joseph C.; Janice (Joshua T.’s great 
aunt); Luke (from Ruth B.); Ronald (Leah W.’s uncle); 
Steve J. (Venessa P.’s father); Jeff H. (friend of Adam C.); 
Deb (friend of Ruth B.); Chuck Nicoletti 

Annual Anniversary of Repose: Chris Alusheff (6/21) 

 


